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by tin- t a riff i - out i if ,i ! I proportion to t (u 
‘liff«r<ri'<- m their a< tuai m< umi- I In- ' I a - -
inf ri' li -har<-|iol(l> r- ' an only la rca'hed In. 
an iri'ijinf ta>. and it i- high tim*- that th<-y 
were compelled to tah<- up t h'-ir piopi-i -har‘ 
of t li<- national burdens I Inn ' i ould la -a h - 
fa' tor\ p-bat r- made m fa /or of < i.ildrm ( >n« 
of t li<- iniquities of tin- tariff t.n i - that it 
p'-na I i/i-- a man with a family wllh'h I- -upT. 
a fatal -tip in a count ry m-eding population 
\ man with a v. iff and three ' hildr« n to -up- 
port max havi- exactly tin- -ainf ill"un'- a - 
a bachelor I nd'-r th<- -y -h m of tariff taxa 
t ion the bachelor who 'an lutter afford to 
pay a h‘-a x v tax would probably <•-' apf with 
o ni- third I In- font rihnt ion of th<- married man 
| nd< r a -t<-iii of income tax tin- bachelor 
and t In- man i' d man xxould pax dollar foi 
dollar and t hep- would prohahly f>*• in-t it ut'-d 
,i r' lmtf to I|if marrif'l man for ovary 'hild 
under fourtn

Th.-r.- would also ha x f to In a fairly birge 
-tandard of exemption which xxoilld allow lli< 
average farmer of modfratf means and I In 
arti-ari- and flai l to < -' apa I'fopla ol I In 
professional ‘la - - xxilli modfratf- i n< oiin-s 
would f-.fa.pa lightly, Inil a heavy -up< r tax 
could xxith profit In- imposed upon our pinto 
i raf, It is till- -aim- plilUx rar y w Id'll I - 
ever dinning our far- xxilli Ilnur fx'iir-ion- 
and alarm- about Ihw <nrman peril..their /'id 
for imperialism a ml tln-ir df ma ml for a liig 
navy. 11 might pro va an a\a<-Haul Ionia if
Parliament would dacrac that tha money 
secured from tin- llifoma tax -lion h I I >a ifi^xotad 
to -alisfxing tin- mild ary and naval demands 
of ( olonol Sinn Hughe- and Mr Ila/.nn. \- 
tln-ir demand- Incp-a -ail Ijn- income tax would 
p -si* and I In- Imrdaii would In- placed upon Ilia 
-boulder- of fho-e who mo -1 par-1 -1 an t ly 
fhimorail for its imposition.

Bill apart from I hi -, tin- iinoma lax in < an 
,nla is a necessary pn-luda 
parmanant reduction in 
sooln-r tin- h adf 1- ôf progp 
its ills! it lit ilgl ilia hat I ar 
avant Ua I poli I If a I sim a.ss. 

lx In- surprised to lind how popular 11 xx a - xx i I 
tin- amiss of t In- fh-ft iira11

to any chance ol a 
ha tariff, and tin 
■ - In-gin to ad \ of a I • 
for I In-ir In ipa ol 
I hey might act mil

SELFHELP ORGANIZATION
At tin- prasfiit time then- ara hundrads of 

agents emlca vuring to sail stork m various 
companies to fanners all ovar tin- Prairie 
1 'rovincas. I lia majority ol tha companies 
thus haing proinotad ara represented to the 
farmars as haing an uparative i-ompamas in 
which t In- fa nil a r xx ill participate in the 
profits In tin- majority ol cases, ns has been 
the record ol tin- past, the farmer will put 
anvwhere from .f-'J.i to ."-.iOU into these coin 
panics, and all In- xx il I gat out ol it will lie 
cXperielnp No dollht there arc Soma legitl 
mat a aompanifs haing thus promoted, hut 
Wa hfliaX a that in many allSaS they ara mere 
schemes for galling easy money xxith no 
holiest intention of giving tin- farmers a 
square deal. Nearly every farmer in the 
West who has been here for soma few years 
lias taken stock in some company that was 
represented to him as certain to produce 
profits, and also to revolutionize the partieu- 
lar industry in which it was engaged. There 
is some such .skeleton as this in the closet of 
every farmer and when the stock salesmen 
approach him again it would be a good 
idea to bring out tin- skeleton and take 
a lesson from past experience. In the place 
of wasting money in tln-se private -organiza
tions, which all too frequently go to the wall, 
we believe that the farmers must join in 
building up an organization of their own for 
the handling of their own business. To he 
successful ami to accomplish the purpose for 
which it is needed this organization should 
he entirely a "self-help” institution The 
great co-operative organization that lias nc-- 
eomplished siieli remarkable results in Kng 
land and Scotland is absolutely a self-help 
organization from beginning to end It has 
never had any aid from the State nor from 
any other institution Doing nothing hut an
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sir- <: it.-! x a-.e v ,.-!,n<-ss the Old Country o 
operators ha x <• never required the -assistance 

, " an;, nan .in! m.-tr 'A , ■ 11 ■ ■ ■ ■ - tea’
a o: i-:. * i organ' ion along -i'o . :a-r '.m--

e]l,| d ri i r Prairi-- Pros ifjee.-
xx hereby *• ae11 local community vvilf have its 
eo-op.-rat l ■ e sOai.-t v ol ’ ■ ■ - handling o! P s 
lo-al business T- — soen-ti-s i-oli-etively 
xxould oxvn and i-ontrol . xxl.ole-ah- distribut 
in g society and in 1 • cours.- of time their 
own prod net i va plants If the money that 
the fari rs I a wasted hy taking stock in 
ri-, x scheme-, xx are turned into a co-operative 
institution such a.-, xve iiidi'-ate, it would today 
o. the strongest commercial organization in 
i amnia

POLITICS AND GOOD CITIZENSHIP
I hep- ap- two classes of people, holding 

widely differing attitudes in regard to political 
activity, who an- both a heavy deadweight 
on progress and obstacles in the road to 
reform ( )n<- is the class of hidebound partis
ans, which class i- subdivided into two classes, 
I he oie- numerous, t he other ra-t ri' laiI in 
number, a- indicated in Ih-ai, f-w iff N lanioiis 
definition of party polities as "the inadne-.- 
of the many, for tie- gain of I lia h-xx. I In- 
other is the class of persons who, in their own 
xx a v, desire progress and reform and un
read \ enough 111 talk about the duties i it 
aitizaiiship but do not themselves, di-eharge 
I h'-ir duties as citizens by taking an act i\ < 
interest III public que-tioiis and devoting 
actual work to forwarding good movement' 
and helping in the spread of enlightenment in 
regard to public policies lor the betterment 
of the conditions of hie and the promotion 
of the general well-being and prosperity and
progress, jo the best -en-e ol these words.

Petty partisan polities, lulsonie praise ol 
one set of men and mean detraction ol another 
-at of mall, olliee -eekllig, factious polities.
I he rai-ing of cries designed to arouse passion 
and prejudice and prevent sober thought 
upon real qm -1 urn- I hi- i- the sort ot polities 
-sxxift had in mind whi n lie wrote hi- famous 
definition, which is a- true today as it was 
when lie wrote it. Polities may be made, as 
it so constantly is, a mean, dirty trade; it 
ought to be one of the noblest of activities, 
devoted to public service, to the advocacy 
of principles and causes, to the promotion 
of the truest patriotism, which consists, not 
in loud and flatulent flapdoodle about our 
glorioiis country and the grand old flag, but 
in intelligent and devoted work to make our 
glorious country better worth living in; a 
country with economic conditions organized 
more truly on the basis of justice to all and 
special privilege to none.

What is needed most ot all in this country 
is a clearer understanding by all tbe people 
as to vvhat polities really are. It what i(s 
meant is a mere struggle for place and power 
between men who rare nothing for principles, 
except In give them such lip-service as they 
judge expedient for (lie gaining of votes, then 
the contemptuous expressions which are so 
often used m regard to politics and politicians 
are, indeed, well deserved, lint by whom are 
they deserved? By the people, no less than 
the politicians. 1 lie polities and the politicians 
of any country are just as good as the people 
of the country deserve.

It rests with the people to determine the 
character of the public life of the country. 
It rests with the people to compel the men 
in public life to realize that sincere devotion 
to justice to all the people and special priv Urges 
to none should I»- the essential foundation 
of success in public life ; when the people do 
this, then the country will have self-govern
ment in the true sense of the word in the 
interest of all the people, instead of government 
so largely in the interest of a few at the expense 
of the many .

It is the common stock in trade of politicians 
to proclaim that the plain, honest, industrious 
farmer or other worker is the backbone of 
the country. In order that vvr shall realize 
the possibilities of our democracy in anything 
jke their full measure, it is nece-san that
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'h-- plain. ..rdin.iry, iviryda.v *-it iz«-u -lull! 
-tri-ngthen the backbone of hi- own citizen 
-hip and do lii'-own. thinking ai d inform him 
-c|f Upon ■ public question- and policje-. 
that he will make up Id- mind intelligentl> 
and not be misled by claptrap appeal- de-igm d 
to make him eagerly submit to being one 
of the many exploited for the gain of the few

Above all is it necessary to have the -pirit 
of publie service, of social service, -trengtlxuied 
and made general, so that, as Macaulay has 
expressed it in writing of ancient Home, when 
it was at its best, '‘None were for a faction; 
and all were for t lie State. " This spirit 
where it truly exists compel- every person 
whom it dominate- to exert himself activelv 
in tin- work of general betterment, in the 
ordinary affair- and relation-hip- of life, a- 
in the thing- which have to do with the duties 
ot citizenship tho. indeed, these things are 
all inextricably intertwined, and good citizen 
ship, intelligent and active in full measure, 
i- nothing el-e than co-operation applied to 
all matters of public concern.

MORE CANADIAN TITLES
Premier Borden will not rise in the estimation 

ol ( anadiali- generally by his acceptance of 
tin- honor ol knighthood. I he- wearing of 
titles i- singularly at variance with the modern 
-pint ol democracy, arid recent revelations -as 
to tin- buying and selling of knighthoods and 
peerages have made them very doubtful 
honor- \\ lv (iladstoiie needed no title 
to give- distinction to his name, and men like 
X I Balfour. Premier Vqui! h and Dav id 
I.loyd ( icorge, who have- the power to take 
almo-t any title they desire-, prefer to In- known 
by the names their parents bestowed upon 
them. We had thought that Premier Borden 
was big enough to decline to accept a title 
and we felt a keen disappointment when it 
was announced that lie had joined tlie order 
‘graced by such men as Sir William Mac

kenzie and Sir Donald Maim. .1 A. M 
Xikiiis. \| P. for Brandon, and Hem (ieo K 
Foster,.minister of trade and commerce, have 
also been knighted, htrt—t hey—me—men—nf— 
smaller calibre - I lian tin- Premier and we aje 
nof surprised tbat they should be eager to 
secure titles

I lie Manitoba ( olifrrenee of the Methodist 
( hureli is to be eongraIulated on th"e resolution 
which it adopted at it- recent session in 
W iiniipeg endorsing Direct Legislation. There 
was some opposition to the resolution, one 
prominent member of the conference objec ting 
to Direct Legislation on the ground that it 
would give too much power to the- “midis 
eiplined democracy,” while others protested 
that Direct Legislation was licit a moral issue 
and that the fac t that it was advocated by a 
political party should make the conference 
remain silent. These objections, however, did 
not appeal to the majority of the members 
of the conference, the statement of Itev Dr 
Bland, that Christianity and Democracy- stood 
together and that Christianity trusted Un
people, being loudly cheered. There i- every 
reason why the churches should support Direc t 
Legislation, because I )ir«-<-t Legislation is tin- 
key that will open the door to a great many 
social and moral reforms which the- churches 
stand for.

Tin- redistribution hill which was after all 
passed in the last minutes of the recu-nt ses 
sion of Parliament, is practically the only 
measure of tin- whole session in which justice 
was done to tlie Prairie Provinces. I rider 
this act tin- provinces will, at the ivxt gen 
eral election, secure the representation to 
which they arc entitled hy the .figures of the 
census of ID11 .Manitoba, which now has 10 
members, will r.-eeive l.i : Saskatchewan, 
vvhn h now has ]u. will have ]q, ;ini 1 Alberta, 
vvhieh now has 7 will have 12 It is to the 
■ redit of tin- government that the redistri 
but ion had tin- approval of both sides of the 
House, so that no charge of gerrymandering 
the Dominion to tin- advantage of the party 
now in power ran h-- made
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