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WAKING.

I hâve done, at length, with dreaming !
Heneefoitb, O thou soul ol mine !

Thon most take np .word and gauntlet. 
Waging warfare most divine.

Life is itruggle, combat, victory :
Wherefore hare I .lumbered on.

With my lores, all unmar.haled,
With my weapons all undrawn ?

O, how many a gloriou. record 
Had the angels ol me kept. 

Had I done instead ot doubted. 
Had I warred instead ot wept !

I have wakened to my duty.
To a purpose strong and deep.

That I dreamed not of aforetime.
In my long, inglorious sleep :

O, those dlden day. of dalliance.
When I wantoned with my late,

When I trifled with a knowledge 
That had well-nigh come too late !

O, bow many a gloriou. record 
Had the angel, ol me kept. 

Had 1 done instead of doubled. 
Had I warred instead of wept !

Yet, my soul, look not behind thee;
Thou hast work to do at last :

Let the brave toil ol the present 
■ x Overarch the crumbling past.

Build thy great acts high and higher ;
Build them on the conquered »od 

Where thy weakness Erst fell bleeding. 
And thy Erst prayer ro.e to God !

O, how many a gloriou. record 
Had the angel, ol me kept.

Had I done in.tead of doubted. 
Had I warred instead ol wept !
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THE NEW MAN : OH M AN S SINK! TUAL 
STATE BY GRACE.

BY RKV. OKOItUK JOHNSON.

TINO.

Ctm'rr.R I.
The use and limitation oj human reason, and 

the necessity of a divine revelation in order to 
Han't Hem Creation.

It is .aid, “The proper study of Mankind 
is Man !” But to obtain a correct knowledge of 
man i. not merely to .tudy hi. action., physi­
cal nature, or visible sod msterial lorm. This 
is, indeed, far from being the only proper study 
ef mankind. To acquire a knowledge of the 
human body, and how to preserve it in besllb 
and vigor, is a subject worthy ol » rational be­
ing ; but here hi. investigation should not end.
It should extend to man’s mental being and 
spiritual nature. Nor should this be the limit 
ot his information. Man. who is accountable 
to God, and must be either rewarded or pun­
ished in the future state, should not be satisfied 
with merely an acquaintance with his msterial 
body and spirituel nature; but, especially, he 
should acquire proper conceptions ol his spiri­
tual elate, or the religious character of hie own 
eoul. This is the department ot knowledge, 
which is ol infinite importance ! Among all the 
acquisitions ol the human mind, this should 
rank supreme ! How requisite then to attain 
that wisdom which is, through divine influence,
•• profitable to direct." (Ecc. x 10 )

In treating on Mau's Spiritual State, we 
may naturally inquire, “ Whence did man ori­
ginate?—What teas man?—What is msn ?— 
What has God done lor msn ?—What should 
—«■« be?—And what will ultimately be man. 
future destiny 1—These sre questions ot vast 
inyrortance, and can only be properly answer­
ed by the pencil of divine inspiration. If we 
had no other guide than mere reason, the light 
af nature, or tradition, we should be utterly 
incapable ol satisfactorily and stripturally an­
swering all or any ef these questions.

Man, it must be admitted, is a rational be­
ing,—a moral agent,—accountable to the Great 
Author of bis existence, and must be rewarded 
or punished for his conduct,—consequently, 
his conduct must have respect tu some late or 
rule, which determines the quality ol his ac­
tions.

That Man is a Moral Agent, we presume 
will not be denied. By a moral agent we un­
derstand one who is capable of performing 
moral actions. For actions to be moral they 
must be perlormed voluntarily, snd with re­
spect to some rule or rules, late or laws, which 
determine whether they be good or evil. He 
who performs moral sciions cannot be compell­
ed to act by any power superior to himself. 
|f he were compelled to act, he would not be a 
free agent, but a mere machine or creature 
impelled by the irresis ible power of the mov­
er, and consequently could not be accountable 
for hi* conduct, whether good cr evil. But a 
moral agent acts from bia own free cl 
without any compulsions. Wbstever be does 
is done voluntarily, therefore, il according to 
that law or rule, which determines the quality 
ot moral action., his actions justify him ; but it 
not agreeable to this rule of action, he is guil­
ty, because bis actions are or are not, in per­
fect accordance to that law or rule by wbieb be 
is acquitted or condemned. A. man can only 
do that which is morally good or evil, as 
meral agent, the moral agency ot man is inse­
parably connected with vital religion or man’i 
spiritual state.

Man is then a- rational being. 11a is, un­
doubtedly possessed of reaeon, by which be is 
capable ol determining the relatione between 
two or more ideas, and by comparison can dis­
cover whether they agiee or disagree. He 
pin distinguish between wbat i. right and 
wrong, good or evil, and can comprehend eve­
rything which come, within the province ol 
reason.

Reason as a leculty ol the human mind 
though au excellent gift ol God, and of incal­
culable value in tbe investigation ol truth, has 
its limits, beyood which it caunot pass. Wi 
tbe attempt made to fully solve any ol tbe 
question, above referred to by tke light of rea­
son only, wi.bout any sssistance from revela­
tion, though cultivated to its utmost extent, 
and used by tbe most capacious minds, versed 
in si the arts of logic and philosophy, we 
shou'd find it perfectly impotent lor tbe accom­
plishment ef a work of such magnitude 
would be coniounded at every step. It would 
manifest its incompetency to grasp subjects 
so stupendous, and wbieh surpass tbe powers

human reason originally to discover. Reason 
may to a certain extent, comprehend what God 
has been pleased to reveal, though altogether 
incapable of discovering it without revelation.

■ Han is, undoubtedly, endowed with reason, 
or rational understanding, which place, him far 
above animal creation. He is an intellectual 
being, capable of intelligence, and of using bis 
rational faculties. These fscnlties are bestow­
ed upon bun lor noble purposes ; and il proper­
ly regulated, by a well balanced mind, acquaint 
ed with tbe use and limitation of reason, ami 
willing to use it as tbe gift of God, aod tbe 
handmaid ol religion, they will ever be ol great 
importance in tbe thing, of God. We are then 
to use reason as s» an assistant to revelation 
and not as superior to, or in the place of it. 
By reason we can investigate revelation, and 
are enabled to demonstrate its truth, import 
tsnee, inspiration, authority and design. It 
however, could not originally discover tbe es­
sential doctrines ol tbe Bible; or be ot itself a 
sufficient rule ol either our faith or practice.

Could reason alone convey to os any correct 
information ol man's origin and pristine state P 
Would it have rawed the vail, and permitted u. 
to look bey ond our present condition, to that 
state of primitive perfection in which onr first 
pirenu weie originally created. Had not rev­
elation come to it. assistance, we must have 
continued without any certain knowledge ot 
man's primeval innocence, holiness or happi­
ness, except whst might be transmitted by tra­
dition. Nor could we, by tbe mere t Hurls o! 
rvasou, attain any inlorma ion respecting tbe 
covenant ol works under which man was orig­
inally placed,—ol the test of his obedience,— 
the seductive influence which was used, by an 
•posts e spirit, to drew him from his allegiance 
to bis rightful Sovereign; or ol bis tall, the 
curse of God pronounced upon the guilty, and 
man’s expulsion fr m l$leii. Without either 
révélation or tradition be must, notwithstand­
ing his reason, have been wholly ignorant of 
these particulars.

Unassisted reason would place us in no bet­
ter position, with respect to tbe design ol God, 
relative to man's present stale of existence; 
tbe duties which he owes to his Maker, to him 
sell or his fellow men : the obligations be is un­
der to lore, obey and worship God ; or wlist 

ill be bis future state, either with respect to 
bis body or bis soul, rewards or punishments !

Reason, we are aware, signifies thst power. 
Isculty or capability of tbe human mind, by 
which it can perceive the existence, relation, 
snd connexions ot thing., compare their nature, 
and properties, and deduce correct conclu.ion. 
from true and clear principle*. That man i. 
in tbe possession of this faculty will be readily 
admitted. Yet he cannot comprehend things, 

bich do not come within tbe province of rea­
son, however highly cultiveted or liowever pow­
erful the grasp of his intellect.

Reason is min's grandest distinction and 
superiority over tbe irrational creation. By rea­
son be is supposed to be, and actually is, dis­
tinguished Irooi animals, and evidently surpass- 

Man is governed by reason—the 
lower animals by instinct. In man we discov­
er a superior principle by which he rises lar 
above the whole ol animal creation. This su­
perior principle ia reason, which the Divine 
Being stamped upon man’s immaterial nature, 
when originally created. By its guidance and 
direction, under tbe light ol rarelation, God 
has placed the whole of human action.

Reason cannot be instinct, or instinct reason, 
because they are diverse from each other. 
Reason, in all its operations, is either inatten­
tive to those impulses by which instinctive pro­
pensities are governed, or else by the exertion 

its power, suppresses these emotions. In 
either instance reason ia lolly distinguished 
Irom instinct ; not only as one faculty differs 
from soother, but as actually possessing a power 
by which it can withstand impulse.

Tbe superiority of human reason over in 
stinctive impulses, and its refusal to be guided 
by them, demonstrate that it is accompanied 
with judgment. On the perceptions, relations, 
comparisons, and deductions, which reason, 
deliberately and freely makes, are tbe decisions 
of judgment founded. Reason also traces tbe 
ideas which are presented to the mind, through 
•II their labyrinths,previously to their adoption. 
It retrospects the past, investigates the present, 
calculates tbe future, snd sheds its light upon 
everything which comes with n tbe sphere of 
its operation. These are all branches wb ich 
belong to tbe province of reason. Human res- 
•on, or msn, by that important faculty, ha. then 

elective power, through the exerci-e of 
which, tbe influence ol motives ceases to be ir 
resist*le. He is sble to prefer one to another, 
when even their claims are, to all appearance 
equal. By it the past ia reviewed, the present 
surveyed, and tbe loture anticipated ; and by 
its estimated comparison, he form, tbe final 
election or rejection of them.

This faculty, which is of soch immense im 
portance, in the investigation ol revealed truth, 
has both il» sue aod its limitation ; its advocates 
and depredators. The use of reason, as 
tacuity of the human mind, is variously estimat­
ed. By some it is degraded as worse than uie- 

Tbey consider it ot no consequence in 
tbe investigation of truth; yea, actually dis- 
piae and vilify it as a real hindrance. Others, 
however, run into a perfectly opposite extreme 
They being strongly impressed with the absur­
dity of depreciating reason, are too apt to over 
value it. One party decries it si utterly wortb- 

the other exalts it, not only as the highest 
gilt of God, bat is little less than divine. Tbe 
rationalists may consider reason is next to in

however, are proposed to it, reason can no 
looger perceive and distinguish them, than tbe 
human eye can see what is not presented to it.
Reason then bis its powers, its uses snd its 
limits

Reason is of vast importance in the iarrs ig - 
lion of religion. Attempts have frequently been leafed Him Ills com mission, fur 
made in order to prove that reason is inimical ing and reconciling the wo: Id

1. God’, ordination. Toi. is He whom God 
the Filher hub appointed, and sent into ihe 
world, to bring back His exile, to Hiiiisw!!. to 
save sinner*. This is He whom God lue 
Father fiatb scale3; hath mirked Him out tor 
that cboscu Person in whom is salvation : bsth

the rvdevftl- 
to Himself.

to revelation, and consequently can be of no *’ Behold My Servant, whom I uphold; Mine 
use in religion, but never was anything more ! Elect, in whom My soul delightelh; 1 haw put 
fallacious. It is undoubtedly ol considerable My spirit upon Him: He shall bring lotih 
use in acquiring a knowledge ol, examining, judgment io tbe Geotilea.” (Isaiah xlii. 1 )

•bare in tbe blessing, of tbe covenant. “ Thou wretched, miserable, blind and naked ; a most j 
ta-t av inched tbe Lord ibis day to be thy God, loathsome, polluted wretch, a guilty, condrmn- 
ar.il to walk in Hi. ways, and to keep ill. Sla- ed malefactor, unworthy to wash the leet ol tbe ; 
lutes, and Hi. commandments, a d His judg-1 servant* ol my Lord, much more to be aoiemuly 
meins, and to hearken uuio His voice; and ihe i united to the King ot Glory; but, since such i* 
Lord liaih avouched ibee this day to be Ilia pe- Thine unparalled love.I bore, with all my power 
culi.tr people, as He iiitb promised tbee."i accept Thee, and take Thee for my Head aod 
(l)uut. xxvi 17. 18.) Observe it. The same lln.band, lor better or worse, for richer for 
ds> that tln-y avouched ibe lord to be ibtir ' poorer, lor all times and cond lions, to love,

honor xml obey Thee before all others, aod this

arranging, distinguishing, comparing, judging, 
proving and dulending the truths of revealed 
religion, although it must not be received as a 
perfect standard by wbieh all tbe mysteries of 
religion mast be measured prior to their recep­
tion as articles ol Isitb and practice.

Human reason, we are tree to admit, is a 
noble faculty, imparted to us by God, through 
which we may deduce certain conclusions, Irom 
truths presented for onr consideration, and 
which come within Ibe province of reason. 
Reason, however highly wwanay be induced to 
extol it, has its limits, and we must allow, that 
m.ny important truths contained io tbe Bible, 
•re placed beyond its capability to either dis­
cover or properly comprehend. Thuee then 
who contend that all necessary truth is discov­
erable, aod capable of being demonstrated by 
mere reason, independent ol revelation, egregi­
ous ly err, and those who place such stress upon 
reason, in matters of religion, as to conclude 
every thing impossible aud absurd, which they 
cannot perfectly comprehend by reason, esteem 
it loo highly. A law may be reasonable in it­
self, although men do not allow it, or do not 
know tbe reason ol tbe law-giver. By reason 
we may distinguish good Irom evil, and truth 
from falsehood, or comprehend those particu­
lars which come within tbe precincts ol reason ; 
yet many of the truths ol revelation may be. 
and doubtless are, above reason, or bey ond the 
powers ol the huroau mind, or which could not 
bave keen known without revelation.

Allow human reason all the perfection of 
which it is susceptible, it must be admitted, 
that it may bo loriu/iled by passions, prejudi­
ce. or intore.U, therefore it cannot be a sure 
guide in matters ol faith and practice. As man 
may be influenced by passions and interest, no 
matter what hi» reason may discover, bis rea­
son, which is capable of being thua corrupted, 
canuot be a certain and infallible guide in reli­
gion. To adopt its dictates, as tbe only stand­
ard ol right and wrong, would be to follow that 
which is incapable of either correctness or cer­
tainty. Its weakness being such, it cannot dis­
cover all those truth, essentially necessary to 
be known, believed and obeyed. Could it 
even discover them, such are it. temptation, 
to corruption, that we have no warrant but that 
it may bave vitiated them. If we coeeeqnently 
suppose that it may have discovered some 
troth, and transmitted the rame to posterity, 
•till, es we hive no authority to assure ue that 
this Is the case, we should by merely trusting 
to it, be involved in inevitable doubt and un­
certainty.

(to bk contixiiKit. )

2. God’s command: •’Thi. is Ilia com­
mandment. that we should believe on ihe naiiw 
of Hi. Son Jesus Christ.” (1 John iii. 23 )

3. The promise ol GdB: . “ Behold, 1 lay 
in Sion a chiel corner-stone, eleit, precious : 
aod be that believeth on Him shall not be con­
founded.” (I Peter ii. 6 )

Now, h.ving this three-lold warrant,—the ! lre vlllblJr- "r **> provision. entered
warrant ol God'» ordination, command, and 'n*° ‘l- Tho latter ia also t wo told

FREE FROM SIN.

BY IIMII AIILBORX.

Free Irom sin ! oh, cheering thought, 
That once will come tbe day

When sin, with all her paogs and fains. 
Shall cease to hold her sway ;

When we no more must strongly curb 
Tbe heart’» impure desire,

But every thought .ball then be pure 
As gold tried by the fire ;

When we no more must overcome 
Our pasiion. all too strong,

And .ioful pleasure* cannot tempt 
U» to tbe path ol wroog.

Oh ! here on every .ide are we 
By Satan’, wile, beset ;

And that we love what we should hate 
Must be our main regret.

But in that land ol purity 
What joy tu us 'twill be.

To worship him with perfect praise 
Who made the sinner free.

Oh ! there no sinful, wayward thoughts 
Shall our great bliss alloy ;

But then onr hearts shall harmonize 
With heaven’s love and joy.

DIRECTIONS TO PENITENTS AND BE­
LIEVERS FOR COVENANTING 

WITH GOD.

fallible, aod ae being an all-sufficient director 
of revelation, and that all revelation must come 
within the province of reason ; but wild fanatic* 
may despise if as useless ; and denominate it, 
and its deductions, es carnal reason and carnal 
reasoning. By its native light tbe former ex­
pect to be guided into all truth, aod led into 
all virtue ; while tbe latter disregard it aa alto­
gether worthless, aed as only having a tendency 
to infidelity or irreligioe. One party degrade* 
it into a demoo ; the other couverts it iato • 
goddess. But these tearful extremes should be 
carefully avoided.

The eye ot reason, it must be admitted, like 
the human eye, is toimed by its Maker, capa­
ble of perceiving and distinguishing the objects 
•oittd to its nature, when they are placed be­
fore it in a proper light. Until these objects,

The Passages given here may be conveniently 
read in Ihe public service in the beginniny 
of the year

I. Get these three principles fixed in your 
heart : That things eternal are much more 
considerable than things temporal ; that things 
not seen sre u certain as tbe things that are 
seen ; that upon your present choice depends 
your eternal lot. Choose^Christ and His ways, 
sod you sre blessed forever : refuse, and yon 
are undone feu ever. And then,

II. Make your choice.
III. Embark with Christ.
There are two things which must necessarily

be supposed, io order to a sinner’s coming to 
Christ:—

1. A deep sense of his sin and misery.
2. An utter despair of himself, and all 

things else besides Christ.
As Christ will never be accepted, so can tke 

•inner never be received ot Him, till he lets 
go all other props, and trust in Him stone. 
Christ will have no sharer with Him in the 
work ol saving souls. •• If ye seek Me, let 
these go their way,” as He said in another 
ease : let not only your sins go, bat all depend­
ence on your righteousness, all the refuge of 
lies wherein yon have trusted; let all go, 
yon will have Me to be a refuge to yon. 
came not to call the righteous: it I shot 
they would not come; or if they come, let 
them go es they came, let them go to their right­
eousness in which they trust ; and let naked, 
destitute sinners, distressed sinners, come to 
Me ; who am come to this end, to seek and 
to save them that are lost.

Sinners, will you come now? Will yon 
venture here ? For this your adventuring on 
Christ, yon have this three-lold warrant :—

G ml, the «.une day the I,rnl avouched tb. m tu 
be His peculiar people. Tbe sauie day that j In tbe death, 
they engaged to keep the coiniiiandiuefits u*
God, tbe same day ihe Lord etigsgeth to keep 
liis pzosuise with them.

There is a two-fold covenanting with God.
In profession or in rttslilg ; an entering our 
names, or au engaghig our hearts. The loi- 
mer ia doue in baptism, by all that are bap­
tized ; who, by receiving ibat seat of Ihe eove-

promixe,—you may be bold to adventure cut 
Christ, and to apply yourselves to Him thus :

Lord Jesus, here I am, a poor captive 
exile, a lost creatuie, an enemy o God, uuder 
llis wrath and curse. Wilt Thou, Lord, un­
dertake lor me, reconcile me to God, and 
save my soul? Do net. Lord, reluse roe; for 
il Tboo refuse me, to wham then shall 1 go ? 
Are not Thou He. and He atone, whom God 
tbe Father hath sealed, tbe Saviour of «inner»? 
The Lord God bath aent me to Tbee, bath bid 
me cotne ; He bath commended me to believe, 
and cast myself upon Tbee. Lord Jeans wilt 
Tbou reluse to help a distressed creature, 
whom tbe Father bath aent to Tbee tor Tby 
help ? If 1 bad come in my own name, Tbou 
migbtrat well have put me back : but yince I 
come at the command of tbe Father, reject me 
not. Lord, help me ! Lord save me ! Art 
Thou not He concerning whom tbe Father hath 
promised, • He that believeth on Him shall not 
be confounded?’ I come, l*>rd; I believe. 
Lord ; I throw mysclt upon Thy grace end 
mercy ; do not refuse me ! 1 have not whither 
else to go. Here 1 will slay I will not stir 
from Thy door ; on Thee will I trust, and rest, 
and venture ntyself. God hath laid my help 
on Thee, and on Thee I lay my hope lor 
patdon, lor file, for aalvalmn. If I perish, I 
perish on Thy shoulders; If I sink, 1 sink in 
Thy vessel ; il 1 dir, I die at Thy door. Bid 
me not go away, lor 1 will lot go.”

IV. Resign and deliver up yourselves to 
God in Christ.

And this giving yourselves to Him must le 
such ss supposes that you be bearlily content­
ed.—

1. Thst He appoint you your work.
2. That He appoint you your station.
11 is necessary, beloved, to sit down and 

consider what It will coat yoa to be the servants 
of Christ, and take a thorough survey ot the 
whole business of Christiagjtv, and not to en­
gage thoughtlessly to you know not what.

First, see what it is that Christ doth expect, 
and then yield yourselves to His whole will. 
Do not think of compounding, or making your 
own terms with Christ : that will never be al- 

wed von.
Go to Christ and tell Him, •* Lord Jesus, if 

Thou wilt receive me into Thine house, il Thou 
ill but own me as Thy servant, 1 will not 

stand upon terms. Impose upon me wbat con­
ditions Thou pleasest, write down Thine own 
articles, command me what Tbou wilt, put me 
to anything Thou seest good ; let me come un­
der thy root, let me be Thy seivant, and spare 
not to command me : I will be no longer mine 
own, but give up myself to Thy will in all 
things."

2. Let Him appoint you your station and 
condition ; whether it be higher or lower, a 
prosperous or an afflicted state. Be content 
that Christ should both choose your work and 
choose your condition ; that He should have tbe 
command ol yon,and tbe disposal of you : “Make 
me what thou wilt, Lord ; let me be a vessel ol 
silver or gold, or a vessel ol wood or stone, 
so I be • vessel ol honor ; of whatsoever form or 
metal, whether higher or tower, finer or coars­
er, I am content. It I be not the head, or tbe 
eye, or the.ear, one of the nobler and more 
honorable instruments Thou willt employ, let 
roe be the hand or the foot, one ol the most la­
borious, snd lowest and most contemp’ible, of 
all the servants ol my Lord : let my dwelling 
be in tbe dust, my portion in the wilderness, 
my name and lot amongst tbe hewers of wood 
or drawers of water, among the door-keepers 
of Thy house ; anywhere, where I may be ser 
viceable. I put myselt wholly into Tby hands : 
put me to wbat tbou wilt, rank me with whom 
thou wilt ; put me to doing, put me to suflferieg ; 
let me be employed tor Thee, or laid aside for 
tbee ; exalted for Thee, or trodden under loot 
for Thee ; let me be full, let me be empty ; 
let me have all things, let me have nothing ; 1 
treely snd heartily resign all to Tby pleasure 
and disposal 
Beloved, such an agreement with Christ as you 

have here been exhorted to, is that wherein the 
essence ol Christianity lies. When you have 
chosen the incorruptible crown ; that is, when 
yon have chosen God to be your portion and 
happiness ; when you have adventured, aid laid 
up your whole interest and all your hopes with 
Christ, casting yourself wholly upon bis merits 
when you have understanding^ and heartily 
resigned and given up yourselves to Him 
resolving tor ever to be at his command 
aod at His disposal; then you are Chris­
tians indeed, and never till then. Christ will 
be tbe Saviour of none but bis servants 
He is Ibe Author of eternal salvation to those 
who obey Him. Cbriet will have no servants 
bat by consent. His people are a willing peo­
ple ; and be will accept of no consent but in 
full to all He requires. He will be all in all, 
or He will be nothing.

V. Confirm and complete all this by solemn 
covenant.

Give yourselves to the Lord as His servants, 
aod bind yourselves to Him is His covenant - 
servants.

Upon yonr entering into covenant with God, 
the covenant ot God stands firm to you. God 
gives yen leave, every man, to pat in his own 
nemo into the covenant-grant. If it be not 
found there at hat, it will be yonr own fault ; 
if it be not there, there will be nothing found 
in tbe whole covenant belonging unto yon : if

1. Virtual. Which is done by all those 
thst bave siocerely mi de that closure with God 
in Christ which we have spoken ol. Those 
thst bare chosen the Lord, emba-ked with 
Christ, resigned up sod given tbemselvrs to the 
Lord, are all engaged persons, and have virtu­
ally covenanted with Him.

2. Formal. Which is onr binding ourselves 
to ibe Lord by solemn vow or promise to stand 
to our choice. Aud this nrey be, either only 
inward, in tbe soul ; or ootwird, snd expressed 
either by word, lilting up ot tbe bauds, sub­
scribing the band, or the like. And by bow 
much the more express and solemn our cove­
nanting with God is, by so much tbe more sen­
sibly and strongly is it likely to hold our hearts 
to Him.

Now, that which we would persuade you to. 
this solemn and express covenanting with 

God ; and, first, in order to the putting this 
matter iuto practice, take these few direc­
tions : —

1. Seek earnestly Ills special assistance, aod 
gracious acceptance ol you.

2. Consider distinctly all tbe conditions of 
tbe covenant, as they have been laid before
you.

3 Search your hearts, whether you either 
have already made, or can now freely make, 
such a closure with God in Christ as you have 
been exhorted to. Especially consider wbat 
your sins are, snd examine whether you can 
resolve to forego them all. Consider whst the 
laws ol Christ sre, bow holy, strict, and spiri- 
tntl ; and whether you esn, upon delibe.ation, 
mike choice ol them all, (even those that most 
cross your interests snd corrupt inclinât ions.) 
ss the rule of your whole life. Be sore you be 
clear in these matters ; see that you do not lie 
unto God.

Secondly, Compose your spirits into tbe most 
serious frame possible, suitable to a transaction 
ol ao high importance.

Thirdly, Lsy held on tbe covenant of God, 
and rely upon Hi» promise ot giving grace and 
and strength whereby you may be enabled to 
perform your promise. Trust not to your own 
strength, Io tbs strength of your own resolu­
tions ; but take hold on llis strength.

Fourthly, resolve to be laithtul. Having en­
gaged your hearts, opened your mouths, and 
subscribed with your bands to the Lord, resolve 
in His strength never to go back.

Lratlv, Being thua prepared, set upon tbe 
work ; and in tbe most solemn meaner possible, 
as it tbe Lord were visibly present before your 
eye», fell down on your kneee, and, spreading 
lorth your hands towards heaven, epen your 
lips to tbe Ivord, in these or the like words :—

O most dreadful God ! lor the passion of Thy 
Son, 1 beseech Thee, accept of Thy poor pro­
digal now prostrating bimsell at Thy door. 1 
have (alien from Thee by mine iniquity, and 
am by nature a son of death, and a thousand­
fold more Ibe child ol bell bv my wicked 
practice; but ol Thine infinite grace Tbou bast 
promised mercy to me in Christ, if I will but 
turn to Tbee with all my heart. Therefore, 
upen the call of Thy gospel, I am now come in ; 
and throwing down my weapon», submit myself 
to Thy mercy.

And because Thou requirest, as the condi­
tion cf my peace with Tbee, that I should put 
away mine idol», and be at defiance with all 
Thine enemies, (which l ^acknowledge I have 
wickedly sided with against Thee,) I here, 
from the bottom of my heart, renounce them 
all ; firmly covenanting with Tbee not to allow 
mvselt in any known sin, but conscientiously to 
use ill the means that I know Tbou hast pre 
scribed for the death and utter destruction of 
all my corruption». And whereas, lormerly, 1 
have inordinately and idolatrouily let oat my 
affections upon tbe world, 1 do here resign my 
heart to Tbee that made»t it ; humbly protest­
ing before Tby glorious Mejesty, that it is tbe 
firm resolution ol my heart, and that I do ua- 
leigacdly desire grace from Thee, that, when 
Tbou shall call me hereunto, I may practise 
this my reeolntion, to forsake all that is dear 
unto me in this world, rather than turn from 
Tbee to the way» of sin ; end that I will watch 
against all il» temptalions, whether of prospe­
rity or adversity, lest they should withdraw my 
heart Irom Thee ; beseeching Thee also to help 
me againet the temptations of Seten, to whose 
wicked suggestion» I resolve, by Thy grace, 
never to yield. And because my own right­
eousness is as filthy rags, I renounce all confi­
dence therein ; and acknowledge that 1 am ot 
myself a hopeless, helpless, undone creature, 
without righteousness or strength.

And forasmuch aa Tbou bast, ol Thy bot­
tomless mercy, offered moet graciously to me 
wretched sinner, to be again my God through 
Christ, if I would accept of Tbee ; 1 call heaven 
and earth to record tbia day, that I do here 
solemnly avouch Tbee for tbe Lord my God 
and, with all possible veneration bowing tbe 
neck ol my soul under tbe feet of Tby most sa­
cred Majesty, I do here take Thee, the Lord 
Jehovah, Father, Son and Holy Ghoet, for my 
portion ; and do give up myselt, body aod soul, 
for Thy servant ; promising and vowing 
serve Thee, in holiness aed rigbteousaeee, all 
tbe day» of my file.

And since Tbou hast appointed the Lord Je­
sus Christ tbe only meene ol coming unto Tbee, 
I do here, upon the bended kneee of my soul, 
accept ol Him, at the only tree and living way 
by which sinners may hate access to Tbee ; and 
do here solemnly join myself in a perpetual

embrace Tbee in all Thine 
offices; I renounce my own wort bines», aod 
do bc:e avow Tbee lor tie I xml my Rigbteoua- 
in-k- : I renource mine own wisdom, and do 
take Thee lor ray only Guide : I renounce mine 
own will, and leke Thy will lor my law.

And since Thou hast told me 1 moil suffer if 
I will reign, l do bare covenant with Thee, to 
lake my lot as it falls with Thee, and, by Thy 
glare assisliag. to run all hasarda with Thee; 
verily purposing, that neither file nor death 
shall part between Tbee and me.

And because Tbou bast been pleased Io give 
me Thy holy laws as tbe rule ol my file, and 
tbe way in wbi h 1 should walk to tby kingdom. 
I do here willingly put my neck under Tby 
yoke, and set my shoulder to Thy burden ; and 
subscribing to all tby laws as holy, just aod 
good, I eolemly take them as tbe rule ol my 
words, thoughts snd actions; promising that, 
though my flesh contradict anil rebel, I will en­
deavor to order end govern my whole file ac- 
cording to thy direction, and will not allow my­
self in tbe neglect ol any thing that 1 know to 
be my duly.

Now, Almighty God, Searcher ol hearts, 
Thou koowest that I make this covenant with 
tbee this day without any known guile or reser­
vation ; beseeching tbee, if Tbou espirst anv 
flew or filsthood herein, Tbou wouldest dis­

cover it to me, and help me to do it aright.
And now, glory be to thee, () God tbe Father, 

whom 1 shall be bold from tbi» day forward to 
look upon as my God and Father ; tbit ever 
Tbou ebouldest find out such a way for the re- 
oovery of undone sinners. Glory be to Tbee 
O God the Son, who has loved me, aod washed 
roe from my sins in Thine own blood, and art 
now become my Saviour and Redeemer. Glory 
be to Tbee, O God the lloly Ghost, who, by 
tbe finger ut Thine almighty power bast turned 
about my heart Irom sin te God.

O dreadful Jehovah, tbe Lord God omnipo­
tent, Father, Son and Holy Gboat, Tbou art 
now become my Covenant-Friend ; and I, 
through Tby infinite grace, am become Tby 
covenant servant. Amen. So be it. And the 
covenant Which 1 have made on earth let it be 
ratified in heaven.

it be there, all ie yours ; if you have come into covenant to Him. 
tbe bond of tbe covenant, you shall have your |^0 blessed Jesus, I some to Thee hungry

6eerrat pisrrllany.

ly different pulpit service». Little progress in 
tbe work ol converting men, or spreading 
holiness throughout the land, will follow such 
preaching as this.

PEN AND SCISSORS,

Zion’s Herald gives as, in an editorial, 
thia contrast. Ailnding to Itev. Newman 
Hall's visit to Boston it says :—

He has not attempted any very set apology 
for, or defence ol, Ibe doctrine» ef tbe Croee, 
or opened any serious attack upon tbe peculiar 
doubt and heresy supposed to prevail in the 
vicinity of Boston. We have not beard him 
preseb, or beard ol bis preaching any very 
great sermons, judged by their display of in­
tellect, culture, or wide reading; by tbeir 
metspbysicial insight, or ibeir particularly elo­
quent expression or delivery. He is certainly 
a very easy and ready speaker, with a pleasant 
voice and agreeable manner. But everything 
about him is simple, unstrained, and conversa­
tional, rather than oratorical. Hi* illusratiooi 
are often personal and experimental, usually, 
homely, although never a breach of the canone 
of good taste. His texts are usually familiar, 
suggesting the heart and marrow of Ibe goepel, 
and in nearly all hie discourses he follows 
closely the textual order, opening, expound­
ing, illustrating and enforcing tbe word of 
God* There baa been no appearance ol 
narrowness of view, or of simple, extempor­
aneous outpourings. He has evidently very 
carefully studied bia cboeen text, aed with re­
markable insight brought out its bidden beautiea, 
relation*, aod applitalioos, so that tbe Set ip- 
tura continue to broaden and deepen before tbe 
hearer, and every inference has tbe solemn and 
pertinent sanction of a particularly happy quo­
tation from parallel passages of Revelation.

The fascination which draws bearers to tbe 
lips ol Ibis earnest minister, is the positive 
personal faith with which he utters truth, the 
evident conviction which be exhibits that bis 
bearers vitally need the grace be urges upon 
them, and the always apparent singleness ol 
object in all his pulpit exercises. His manner, 
without tbe slightest eppeerauce ol cant, his 
prayers, bis themes, his whole bearing swaken 
the conviction in tbe minds of his bearers that 
he is s true ambassador of Christ, and has » 
divine message to deliver. He does not often 
thrill his sudiences, or swaken their surprise af 
his power, or carry them away with a tempo­
rary guest of emotion ; but he excites search­
ing thought, stirring convictions, earnest 
prayers sod resolves, snd ireely descending 
lesrs. Tbe presence of tbe Holy Spirit is 
manifestly with tbe Word.

Bjr wny of setting off Mr. Hall to better 
effect, and at tbe same time properly re­
buking another class of preachers, the 
Herald gives this paragraph :—

Tbe other Sabbath a respected young 
minister filled a polpit, where par lips, eight 
hundred people listened to him. There are 
only fifty-two Sabbaths in tbe year—a very 
small portion ol the time to be advoled to an 
earnest consideration of eternal realities, in 
this beguiling world. Somebody ie probebly 
alweys requiring direct and earnest religious 
counsel.in view ot imminent temptation, coming 
sickness, or tbe approach of death. Our young 
brother stood before such a congregation—tbe 
ambassador ot God to man—and simply resd » 
well composed essay upon friendship ! As sn 
article lor a magixine, a contribution tor a re­
ligious newspaper, or a literary lecture, this 
was all right enough. Tbe young speaker 
made a pleasant impression as to manner and 
ihteltoctual ability ; bat this is not preaching, 
and his theme is not tbe gospel ! As a denomi 
nation, if any other persons may be, we cer­
tainly are not called to such a work as this. Onr 

' traditional success has been based upon entire-

Tnx Christian Guardian informs us that 
“ the following ia tbe result of the vole ol the 
Quarterly Meeting», so lar as we have beard, 
on tbe queslioo ol Union. Three hundred 
and eighteen Quarterly Meetings reported 
rote AS follows: For union with Eestein Bri­
tish America, yeas, 316; nays, 2. For union 
with Ihe New Uonnexioo. vras :«VS; nays, 10. 
For representation in Ibe General Conference 
instead of the vero power of the Quarterly 
Meelings. yen 220; nsys, 28. Change io the 
constitution of the Quarterly Meelings, yeas 
222; nays, 26. For lay representation, wheth­
er there ie union or not, yeas, 263 ; nays, 
There is a consider»! Ie number ol circuits that 
have not yet reported."

The Head (Juarlers of Fredericton re­
fers thus Io

Elihv Bvritt.—It is seldom that a Frrd- 
oi ivtoo audience is favored with such a lecture 
as was that of Mr. Burrilt on Tuesday evening 
last, on “The Social Age; its Feeultiee and 
Tendencies.'’
„ Commencing with tbe lower order of nature 
tbe lecturer drew attention to the instinct which 
taught animals to band together for companion­
ship and protection; and then led bia hearer» 
on to a just appreciation ol that higher faculty 
in man—tbe social aentiinent. Thia he traced 
from the earlier period aa represented by the 
families and tribe» of Israel, until tbe present 
time, when, through tbe agency ol tbe l’rintiog 
Pro»» and tbe Electric Telegraph as mediums 
of communicatior, the sentiment was ever 
growing—it had wedded the Old and the New 
World, Europe end America, in bonds of in­
separable union. Toe bonds of this growth 
was to be found in the counties» philanthropic»! 
societies at present in existence—missionary 
societies, relief societies, etc.—which had their 
emanation ie this social principle ; end although 
they hsil not done mnch to ameliorate the con­
dition of suffering humanity, and onght never 
to cease in their labors, yet be believed that it 
was contrary to tbe purpose» ol an all wise 
Providence that a'l necessity 1er such exertions 
•houId cease to exist; for it the benevolent 
ieeling ol men were not constantly stimulated 
by the sufferings ol tbeir follow men tbe world 
would become utterly selfish.

Mr. Burrilt ie a man of about eixty-twe 
year» of age, although he looka mnch older, 
and bear» upon hi» face the «tamp ol long and 
continued study. Tbe lecture evinced profound 
thought, and wai rendered in language chaste 
and beeutilul, and appropriate Ie the subject. 
It is probable that be may be induced te return.

PRACTICAL TEACHING FROM THE 
PULPIT.

Irish priests, if we msy believe Mr. Kick, 
ham. address their people in n practical, per­
sonal, home-thrusting manner wbieb might 
offend tbe Bishop ol Oxford. In hie •• regular 
discourses,” indeed. Father Hanoigan appear» 
to have confined himeelt to those abstract 
spiritualitiee and generalities which Sir Stafford 
Nortbcote think» most consonant with the dig­
nity of the pulpit ; but be made a point before 
quitting the cbepel niter mass of saying some­
thing which no one could find too grand te be 
useful. There ere clergyman not a lew in 
England who might do worse than follow 
Father llannigan’s example :—

He now turned round aod began, in his deep, 
big voice, with : “ Now, what’s tbi» I wee 
going to eay to ye ? " He pressed the lore- 
finger ol his left hand againet hie temple, as if 
trying to recall something thet escaped hi* 
memory (Mr. Low* thought he was about giv­
ing up tbe attempt in despair), when he sud­
denly jerked up his hesd, exclaiming, “ Ay ! 
•y ! a y ! D’ye give up stealing the turl in the 
name o’ God ! " “ Everyone," he continoed 
alter a pause, “ must steal turl in such weather 
as this, that hasn’t it ol his owo ; but sure if 
ye didn’t know it wax wrong ye would not be 
telling it to the priest ; and ye thiek it would 
be more disgraceful to beg than to iteal it ! 
that’» a great mielake.

No decent man would reluxe a neighbor a 
hamper ol turl such weather aa thia. Aod a 
poor man ia not a beggar for asking a hamper 
ol turf aucb weather a* thia when be can’t get 
work, and the Easier water bottle» bursting. 
Ye may laugh; hut Jndy Manogue «topped 
me on the road yesterday to know what ebe 
ought to do. Her bottles of Eaater Water 
thet she had under her bed was io a lump of 
ice and tbe bottle that oiten give soma ol ye a 
headache, before Judy took your advice aod 
gave up that branch of the business—well the 
big black bottle was split in two witk the lair 
dint ol the Iroet under the poor woman’s 
bed, and the Lord know» no Christian would 
•land without a spark ol fire to keep the file in 
him—let alone looking at aboueelu! of children 
shivering aod shaking, and be able aod willing 
to work and not a stroke el work to be got. 
But ye all know that stealing is bad, and ye 
ought fitter make your case known to the prieet 
and may be something might be done lor ye. 
Pride is » good thing,—decent, manly pride— 
and t'will often keep a man Irom doing a mane 
act, even when be is sorely tempted. Spirit ie 
a good thing, but take my word for it there’» 
nothing like honesty ; end poverty, eo long ae 
it ie not brought on by any fault ol bia own, 
need never bring a blush to any man’s cheek. 
So in tbe name o' GoJ, d’ye give up etealing 
tbe turf."

TRUE GREATNESS.

Great may be be who can command 
And rule with just and tender away ; 

Yet is diviner wisdom taught 
Belter by him who can obey.

Blessed are those who die for God,
And earn the martyr’» crown ol fight : 

Yet be who live» lor God msy be 
A greater conqueror in hi» sight.

Custom msy lead a roan into many errors, 
but it justiâes none.

All men would be masters ot each other, 
and no man is lord ol himself.—Goethe.
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