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THI IMMACULATE CONCEPTION STORY OF THE “ MANCHESTER 
-------- MARTYRS”

An Address by llev. Kutber Dollard,The universal Church celebrates on 
December 8 the feaet of the Immaculate 
Conception.

Some non-Cathollce, hearing the 
name of this festival and led astray by 
the falsehood Instilled into them to the 
effect that we worship the Blessed Vir
gin and substitute her for Christ, 
,maglne that by Immaculate Concep 
tlon we mean that she was conceived 
miraculously, even as Our Lord was, 
by the direct Intervention of God. But 
this false notion is simply one of the 
thousand errors Into which Protestants 

been decelvid concerning the 
Catholic lalth.

By the Immaculate Conception of 
Mary we mean that, by the will of God 
and through respect for Jesus, she was 
preserved from the taint of original 
sin—even at the moment when she 
was conceived In the womb of her 
mother, she was immaculate, that is, 
spotless, pure, free from sin.

This splendid favor was conferred on 
Our Lady because she was to become 
the Mother of the Incarnate Word. 
He who was purity Itself and the 
enemy of the devil, would not take 
His flesh, that was to be united to the 
Deity, from a woman who was not 
without spiritual blemish or who had 
ever been under the dominion of the 
Evil One.

It was God, therefore, who preserved 
Mary Immaculate, and it was through 
the merits of Christ, the Conqueror of 
sin, that she was thus made without 
spot.

|On Thanksgiving eve On- combined cil y div
ision,, of the Ancient Order of Hibernians met 
in Temp,", .lore hall, Toronto, lo celebrate the 
anniversary of lho death of Allan. Larkin, and 
O'Brion, t-hu “ Manchester inariyrr.'* Tho llev. 
Father llyan, roclor of tho cathedral, presided 
us chairman, and introduced the speaker, 
llev. Father Lollard, in very complimentary 
terms. The revt*vend lecturer delivered tho 
following eloquent 
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•y is one of the strongest 
of the human heart. As 

a duty, it comes next after love of God and the 
laws of religion. God has implanted it deeply 
in the bosom of man, and lands that to a 
stranger appear rude and inhospitable become 
under its magic; Influence beautiful and glori
fied in the eyes oi Him that dwells therein. 
The fur-clad Esquimaux of the frozen North 
loves his land of snowy wastes and ever brood
ing night, lie goes out against t*m boreal 
bias;, and joys in the majeH»y of the floating 
berg and the thunder of the grinding floe, lie 
follows on the track of the wolf, he confronts 
in his icy haunts the dreaded Polar bear, ana 
the multi-colored Northern Lights flash from 
the heavens their weird illuminations to cheer 
him on liis desolate path. The sturdy hwiss 
peasant clings to the rocky slopes of 'bo up- 
towering Alps even as a little child clmga to a 
stern but, loving fat lier. The din of the moun
tain torm.is allrights him not. nor the awe
inspiring rumble of the imminent avalanche. 

So tho loud torrent, and the whirlwind s roar 
Hut bind him to lus native mountains more. 

And when the toe invaded these i 
glens tv found out how well that 
loved; when her patriot bands flu 
eelv - against him. fierce ns a storm sweeping 
the hr. asts of the primeval glaciers. IL tnen. 
t he children of less favored climes love the 
d.-eph , how great must be the love of l 
that men fee 
V HOhK LANDS A HR THE VERY GARDENS OK THE 

EARTH.
and adorned by God with every beauty to
phase -, !».• eye and enrapture I he mind. How 
well should Erin s sons love their motherland, 
which *• nature formed so fair.’ Her beauty 
ami ilcnnes* have ever been unrivalled. James 
Clarence Maugnn. who. had he been born other 
than an Irishman, would have been given a 
foremost place amongst the world’s great gent 
uses, in his grand ballad of ' Cabal Mor gives 
us a descrintion of Ireland as slv appeared in 
the thirteenth century :
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Let 118 glorify God, then, for this 
singular privilege and wonderful 
grace conferred on our Blessed Mother, 
and let us beg of her to intercede with 
her Divine Son for us that we may 
henceforth be kept in a (date of holy 
purity and freedom from sin that will 
near, even in some slight way, a re 
semblance to her perfect sanctity. We 
should recite the Canticle of canticles 
in her honor on the feast and dwell on 
those mystical words that are referred 
to her, and that say of her that she is 

11 hly among thorns,” “ all beauti- 
lul, ’ an ** enclosed garden," and » 

She was the

i i • i : »i'i: ( i ’ K

whtranced through a land of morn ; 
un, with wondrous excess of light,

Shone down, and glanced o’er s- as of 
And lustrous gardens aleft and right ;

Even in the clime of resplendent Spain 
Shone no such sun upon such a land,

And it was the time 1 was in the reign 
Uf Cabal Mor of the Wine-Red H 

Yes indeed. Ireland is a lovely country ; the 
eumm. r breer.es kiss no fairer fields than the 
vai s 'if Desmond, or Royal Meath, and the 

usioral Bunn and Soir steal by banks as flow
in’) and fair as any of fabled story-

And for all these charms she is well paid 
back bv the wealth of love lavished on her by 
her children. The ancient Umlic poet called
bvr ^ qjj. Si J, »,j;u ROHAÎ.EEN,1*
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un.l in n imi'i henulilul poem lie expresses 
iiffi ction for his beloved land :

O! the Erne shall run red 
With redundance of blood.

The earth shall rock beneath our tread,
And Ü lines wrap hill and wood.

And gun peal and slogan cry.
Wake many a glen serene.

Ere vou shall fade, ere you shall die,
My datk Kosaleen—

—----------- ---------------- I The’juilgmenulour’must first, be nigh,
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Nothing known 
such a decree.

(Signed)
Catholics should put no faith in sen

sational newspaper reports concerning 
decisions of the Holy See in matters of 
importance to the faithful. .

Such decrees are always communi
cated to the Bishops of the country. 
Cleveland Catholic Universe.
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