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Socialism. To do justiee to the subjeet is not
possible in the space at my disposal, but 1
pe to make elear the essential antagonism and
nfliet of ideals which exists botwoen both these
Jitieal ereeds and social es. Further,
trust to make clear our Soeialist contention that
iheralism, onee the politieal expression of a pro-
<ive movement, is now desadent and bankrupt
any liberating message to mankind, and that its
minninthnmthﬁmnomm-hu
veloped upon the Socialist movement.
Before proceeding with the subject proper, 1
ish yonmdimneetinmnindlnyuwcia-
o between Tdberalism a8 an historical movement
nd the Liberal parties of everyday current polit.
Those parties calling themselves Liberal are
jing on the traditions attached to the name, and
wdln.gnhednﬁehortheouhofthe
offling game for the spoils of office. Itis, in flt".
gnifieant of the deeadence of Liberalism that it s

were the ideals of Liberalism of freedom on an in-
dividual property basis pm but also they'
were capable of appealing to the gelf-interest of
the masses of men, becanse in an age of small seale
production it was comparatively easy to sequire
the inexpensive means of preduetion, and appar-
atus of trade. i = |

But today, production and trade on the grand
scale require huge eapital and eredit for equipment
and operation. The independent self-sufficient
craftsman owning his own tools is of the past, and
is foreed, as sueh, out of one industry after another
by the competition of the mass of the laboring pop-
ulation, divoreced ¥rom ownership in the means of
production, & propertyless proletarian.

What has the Liberal to say in this modern situ-
ation to the proletarian? Only to repeat the tra-
ditional eries of the gixteenth, seventeenth and eigh-
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ithout distinetive party expression on the polit-
| field today.

The roots of ¢ Liberal and Socialist move-

rents are to be fou '
heir respective epochs. .

Karl Marx has somewhere said that it is axio-
patie in the seience .of political economy ‘““that all
rue political representation must be, and ean only

. based on definite economie interests.’’ This
tiom, or universally aepepted truth, in the science

; bf political economy is well worth noting, as it con-

3 ains within it a guide to working elass political

f etivity

The sixteenth eentury marked the later and flour.
shing period of what is known as the era of handi-
raft production and of the petty trade in charac-

er with it. .
, A rapid change was taking place in society. The
'y iddle ages had witnessed a continuous improve-
) ient in the tools and methods of production which

eslted in an ever inereasing quantity of surplus
products for exchange. This increase of commod-
ities for sale stimulated trade and commerce. be-
ween countries. New routes to the far east and
the new continent of America had been discovered,
nd settlement of the latter begun. The begin-
pings of the world market appear. This expanded
market reaching upon production stimulated pro-
uctive aetivity and enterprise, and handieraft
tethods in one industry after another began to give
Place to manufacture with sub-division and eo-
Operation of labor in the factory. Work for a
livelihood, whieh had been characteristic of handi-
craft produetion, began to give way to investment
f°". profit characteristie of capitalist enterprizes.
This was a shift of base, revolutionary in character
“nd consequences, For thé eraftsman, as individ-
‘_”‘1 Producer starting and completing the product,
"."I(‘p," ndent because he'owned his means of produe-
rk ""‘"' '8 now being driven off the market by the new
s “iperior methods of produetion, and reduced to the
"atus of u dependent, propertyless proletarian.

i n,;r hps‘t great changes in the social economy .of
e | Period mark the rise of the commercial and in-
. . Strial middle olass to a position 8f importance
sl I the State, Their interests were now challenging

e landed interests for first place in economic im-

m::"ce' }f“t so far, they were without that political

angd " which had become necessary to safeguard
@ 10 further their interests prosperously.
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teenth centuries,

i tie evonodic conditions of * land tefiré in whieh - f6fime

-

Feudalism was a s te

o ' ' Today we have the gigantie industrial equ
sof status based upon -

and the- spparatus of trade owned by g

s k mﬁl&'&% for their | ont. o
less or landless, though long before the sixteenth gividual property in these. things is an wtier im.
contury there were considerable and inereasing ex- posgibility for the commonality of men,

ceptions to the ancient rule. Its institutions, laws, How then shall the eommon man satisfy physi
and customs were obstacles to the mounting am- peed and psychologieal instinet for eontrol overl his
hitions of the middle class in their pursuit of wealth. eang of life in our day? ‘‘There is only one way,”’
In every channel of trade, in every avenue of pro- gays the Soecialist, carrying the m of Soeial-
dunetive enterprise they met with the monopolizing jgm, “‘and that is by social ownership of the
privileges of the feudal barons or the interfering ¢ production.’’ E‘
regulations of the corporate guilds. There were Nevertheless, a warning; the Liberal’s phrases are
restrictions against the acquirement of property: gseduetive. +Is he what is known as a constru S
fhere were imposts to be paid in every port of 1and- Tjberal? Remember those four old men at the
ing and in every market place, and tolls on everY Ppegce Conference. All Liberals. Or are they
highway which wound its way through a lord’s [iberal reformers under the guise of Laborism or
jurisdiction. The guilds regulated prices and qual- of Socialism? Beware of them. They id dul
ities of goods, and how and where they could be Pro-  the edge of your spirit of revolt by soft ideals and
duced. soft phrases of social reform through the co-opera-

And so, out of this social situation Liberalism and  tjon of classes. :
its doctrines evolved as the expression of middle In spite of all the workmen’s tien,

class revolt. mothers’ pensions, free hospitals and such like bet-

As bearing on the Materialistic Conception of terment for the working classes, the workets to this
History as a theory of historical development it is day remain essentially enslaved. :
to be moted that this middle-class did not of their » -
own free will and initiative raise themselves into The separation of society into an exploiting and
this position in the State, but that the developing an exploited class, a ruling and an oppressed class,
forces of production had thrust them into import- was the necessary consequence of the deficient and
ance and finally into the open class war against the restricted development of production in former
landed aristocracy for the overthrow of the un-
progressive feudal order. The middle-cla§s or
bourgeoisie were, for the time being progressive In
this sense, that though inspired by their own econ-
omic interests while carrying ‘on their ultimately
vietorious struggle with the feudal landed interests,
they were the blind, unconscious agents in freeing
thc. forces of production from "the institutional
bonds of feudalism. In this sense Liberalism was
also progressive.

By their slogans and war cries the liberal bour-
g('ni.sie gave moral terms to their economic neces-
gities. But these moral terms, when translated into
the economie terms which alone are eapable of de-
fining the issues and motives .inspirir.lg the class
struggles of history, were indivxdual‘ liberty to ac-
quire property, freedom in production and trade,
freedom of contract, equality before the law and

especially none to the

a produce which but slightly exeeeds that barely
necessary for the existence of all; so-long, therefore,
as labor engages all or almost all the time of the
great majority of the members of society—so long,
of necessity, this society is divided into classes. Side
by side with the great majority, exelusively bond
slaves tb labor, arises a class freed from direetly
productive labor, which looks after the general
affairs of soeciety; the direction of labor, State bus-
iness, law, science, art, ete., It is, therefore, the law
of division of labor that lies at the basis of the
division into classes.  But this does not prevent this
division into classes from being earried out by means
of violence and rebbery, trickery and frand. It
does not prevent the ruling:class, onee having the
upper hand, from consolidating its power at the
expense of the working-elass, from turning their
special privileges to none,

landed nobility. the masses.—Engels.

In its formative days as a politieal creed, not only
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times. So long as the total soeial labor only yields .

social leadership into an intensified exploitation of




