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Corrvespondence,

NOTICE T0 CORRESPONDENTS.- 1. Please write on one side
of the paper only. 2. Give full name, Post-Office and Prov-
ince, not necessarily for publication, but as guarantee of good
faith and to ¢nable us to answer by mail when, for any reason,
that course seems desirahle. 3. Do not expect anonymous
communications to be noticed. 4. Mark letters ““Printer’s
Manuscript,” leave open, and postage will be only lc. per
& ounce. .

Provincial Exhibition — Future Pros-
pects.

S1r,—As the season for agricultural exhibitions
is approaching, I send you these few hints for the
purpose of inducing our farmers to consider our
present system of agricultural shows,and see
what suggestions can be made for their improve-
ment. Agriculturists of all classes are proverbi-
ally slow to adopt new ideas and averse to changes.
But amid the rapid development and constant
changes that are taking place in this Province, we
should be constantly on the alert to watch the
chances for improvement and adopt our policy to
secure our share of the advantage.

The improvement of agricultural shows is a text’

that may keep all your subscribers thinking for
some time; for myself I will only attempt to give
you my ideas at present on the question. Is it ad-
visable to continue the present perambulating sys-
tem for the Provincial Show ? I am aware that
this question has often been discussed, and decided
in my opinion slightly in favor of the present plan.
When there was only one large Show in the Pro-

vince, it was nccessary to move, as there are com-
paratively few inclined to incur the trouble and
expense of going along distance to an exhibition ;
consequently the great bulk of the visitors and ex-
hibitors have been from that section of the country
where the show was held, and it was necessary to
hold it in different places in order that all might
ghare in its benefits. But within the last few
years circumstances have entirely changed—that
necessity no longer exists. The buildings provided
for the Provincial have enabled the inhabitants of
each section to hold Central Fairs, that have in a
great meaerro taken the place formerly held by
the Provii. ial, although, of course, they do not
give an opportunity of comparing the products of
the whole country.

What is needed to promote the general and uni-
form advancement of agriculture and the arts in
all parts of the Provinee is a grand Central Exhi-
bition as far in advance of the Central Fairs as the
Provincial w o faimerly of the County Shows.
And it is my firm conviction that the timeis at
Land when the Provineial must take that stride in
advance, if they would maintain their old pre-
cminence and continue their success.  But such a
Show must be permanently located ; the expense
of erecting buildings that would he required to
ascommodate such an exhibition would prevent the
possibility of removing it from place to place.

No doubt the expense of holding an annual show
of this deseription would be far beyond the means
of the Agricultural and Arts Association. Jut 1
believe an annual Provincidl Show is notaneces-
sary ; a (uadrennial Txhibition would answer
cvery purpose.  The Central Shows are all that is
required for annual competition. Then every
fourth year I would propose that all the Central
Shows should he dropped, and all unite in one

rrand gathering at the Quadrennial Exhibition.

If this plan were adopted, the Association could,
without any increase of the (fovernment grant,
certainly ofler at least $50,000 in prizes, and’ if
permanent buildings were erected as they should
ne, they would be a eredit and an ornament to the
Province, instead of the miserable make-shifts that
we have to put up with at present—Dbuildings cal-
culated to make the exhibitors as well as the stock
comfortable dwring their stay at the Fair.  Then
the Exhibition could be kept open for at least a

month, and Ontirio would uadoubtedly have both
the profit and the praise of having the best Agri-
culturcal Show in Ameriep.,

I koow it will he =aid we are deing very well at |
presests vohy ot ke op e the same plan? - 1 an-
swer, in the dirst place, the plan 1 propose weuld
be far superior in overy way to the present; and,

secondly, it will be difficult, if not impossible, to
continue the present system without a large addi-
tion to the Government grant to the Association,
of which I see very little prospect. No doubt we
shall have a very good Exhibition this fall and a
large attendance, as the London, Huron and Bruce

. R. opens a fine tract of country that has not
hitherto had communication with the Provincial
by rail.

Sut althougl), as is likely, the Association will
save a surplus this year in_London, and next year
in Toronto, the amount will certainly not be suffi-
cient to cover the deficiency that is sure to occur
when the eastern part of the Province claims the
Provincial Show in 1879. Then some new arrange-
ment will be a matter of necessity, and it would
surely be wise to act while we have a choice, -and
prepare public opinion to move the Legislature to
establish the Provincial Exhibition on a* perman-
ent Lasis suited to the requirements of the country
and the spirit of the age.

There is an impression amongst many people
that the Provincial Association is extravagantly
managed. They say if they cannot get along with
£10,000 per year from the Government they ought
to go down. The Western Fair is acknowledged
to be one of the most successful of the Central
Shows, and I will give you some figures comparing
a few items of the expenditure of the Western
Fair and Provincial for the past two years that will
satisfactorily account for more than the $10,000,
and entirely refute the charge of extravagance as
against the Provincial.

The total paid by the two societies for the last
two years, 1875 and 1876, on the four following
items, was as follows :

Provincial.
For Prizes....... ..cooviienen.ns N @ o8 $30,846
Advertising and Printing.........: st o 5,462
Veterinary College.................. eees 4,034
Construction of Buildings................ 5,500
$45,842
Western Fair.

POt Prizescs o s s 55 5 5 2.5 ae, 68 5 %1% 8 5 6508 5 % $15,704
Advertising and Printing................ 1,194

Veterinary College. ... ceuusussnissomsss
Construction of Buildings.. ........ snexs 15498
$18,396
Total, Provincial Fair........ R $45,842
¢ Western Fair......... ....coc0eee 18,396
- $27,446

Showing that the Provincial has paid $27,446 more
than the Western Fair on these four items alone
in the last two years. On the amount paid in
prizes I need say nothing;‘the printing appears a
large amount, but more than one-half of this was
expended on the Herd Book, an absolute necessity
to the country if we wish to improve our live
stock; and when it is considered that we have to
advertise in the papers and scatter the bills and
prize lists broadcast from Ottawa to Sandwich, it
might readily be supposed that a smaller amount
would not suffice.  As for the amount paid on ac-
count of the Veterinary College, it is just so much
saved to the country, if the institution is to be
supported at all, as the Government would have
had to provide funds if the Association did not.

And the amount paid the local committees for
the construction of buildings, although the funds
came from the Association, is quite as much for
the advantige of the local Fairs, as they use the
same buildings for the three intermediate years.

After looking at these figures, showing that the
Provincial has paid upward of $13,500 a year more
than has been paid by the Western Fair on these
four items named, the wonder is not where the
money goes, but how 1t is possible to make both
ends meet. I am convinced that any one who
takes the trouble to get posted on the subject,
must be convinced that the Provincial Association
at present is the most economically managed in-
stitution of the kind in the Province. H. A.

“H. A.’s” communication must awaken dis-
cussion. ©  The management and future of our Ex.
hibitions descrve attention.  Perhaps ¢ H. A.”
might give the total receipts and expenditures of
the Tixhibitions he speaks of .

The Gu:1ph and Hamilton Exhibitions are un-
fortunately arranged to take place in the same
week.  Both follow the week after the Provineial,

_process, and mark the results.

Sir,—I stated in my last that T was engaged
constructing an important drain 180 rods long.
You can imagine my surprise when 1 found it
changed by the compositor into what I suppose
must be a cellar 18 x 20 yards. Such mistakes are
annoying, but I am swe to nonc more than your-
self.

THE SPRING CROP.

has been veryamuch injnred by a severe spell of
hot weather, just when ripening, especially the
wheat. All kinds are injured mote or less, but the
Red Chaff and Eldorado have suffered the most. I
have seen some fields that are not worth cutting
and threshing. Both these kinds appear to be
easily rusted, and are therefore very unsafe t6 de-
pend on for a crop. The Fife is generally pretty
voodl. 'The Redfern and Red River varieties will

e sowed again; they appear to stand well against
the rust. My Redfern was very promising a few
days before it was cut, but the heat dried it up too

quick; there-will-be about 14 bushels per-acre; the

straw is excellent, it being cut quite green. Oats
will yield perhaps the best of any spring crop. I
took in two loads and threshed; they yielded 70
bushels, seven sheaves on an average yielding a
bushel. The barley is much better than last year,
still not so good as was expected a_short time ago.
From the remarks you have made about the

MODEL FARM

at different times, I should judge you have not
much faith in it ever being worth to the countr{
what it cost. In this I think you are right.
don’t believe there is one in ten of the farmers in
the country who believe init. My idea of a Model
Farm is one that should pay expenses, one that
should prove to the farmers that agriculture is a
paying business, if properly managed, and there
are hundreds of such farms in the country. There
are not as many experiments tried as there should
be, yet those that are tried at the Model Farm are
only a mere fraction of what are being tried in the
country. There is one thing certain—whatever it
takes from the farmers to carry it on, just so much
it lessens their ability to properly manage their
own farms. I hope you will watch this institation,
and keep your rcaders posted as regards its real
utility.

Last year I noticed a farmer taking great pains
to subdue a '

PIECE OF SWAMP LAND

I concluded to watch the
He did the work
very thoroughly by repeated plowing and harrow-
ing, grubbing out stumps, &c., and then about the
time of sowing fall wheat seeded it down with
timothy grass; I passed this summer when it
was beingfcuty The crop was splendid.  This 18
what I cAll success. 1 have about ten acres of
such land, that used to grow willows and tamar-
ack; a good many years ago I cut the willows on
part of the swamp, and thought the cattle would
keep the sprouts down, and in that way I would
get it into pasture.  But the cattle would eat just
the thing that I wanted to grow, and what I did
not want they left; consequently, in a few years
the willows were worse than ever. About four
years ago I made another attempt to subdue them,
cut them again over the whole swamp, and when
the stumps sprouted, pulled.the young sprouts off
with my hands. They soon gave up, and now
they are all dead. But this did not end the
trouble.  No sooner were the willows outof the
way than up came a great variety of fast-growing
weeds, thistles, mullens, &c., and occupied the
ground so completely that it was almost impossible
to get grass into it. It could not be fallowed for
green stumps, so that there was no help but to
take the scythe and hocand -eut with one or the
other whatever we did not want to grow. It was
discouraging, slow work, but I had counted_the
cost; the land was worth nothing as it was, and it
would be worth §100 per acre if in good pasture.
Calculating in this way, the gain seemed so large
that it stimulated to effort. I determined to mas-
ter, and not have it said by the passer-by : « He
began, but was not able to finish.”  Well, the re-
sult s, T have accomplished more than I expected,
and have had the plezsure of hearing the remark
sceveral times this last year : *“You have made
good job of that swamp.” One man said he did
not know of another field that would stand a8
much pasturing. A light, steel hoe, kept sharp a8
a knifc with a file, was the principal tool, and grass
seed was sown at different times of the year
When cutting weeds I sometimes carried a MiXs
ture of grass seed inmy pocket, and threw a little
into every place I thought it would cateh; and by

by summer fallowing.

persisting in this way in cutting whatever I di




