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The Problems of the Dairy Farmer in Alberta*
A Review or the Situation by G. A. Hutton, B. S. A*, Director Dominion Experimental Farm, Lethbridge, Alberta
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A facing special problems at this time The ranks 
s» of the producers have been drawn upon to fill 
Uie ranks of these who light that men who stay may 
have freedom to produce. Both ranks of men, those 
at the front and those on this side, are facing new 
problem*, new hardships and new 
It should not be said of those who

^German guns are said to have sunk over three 

pounds of cheese in the first two weeks of 
’roductioa must take into account these 

losaex t them, and in addition, produce foods in 
quantities never before totalled. This is a part of 
the problem of the ranks of these who stay at home. 
Let men be encouraged by the thought that no real 
business, no business worth while, finds itself with
out serious problems at this Ume. It is 
a man’s Job to face these problems and sol 

The problems presenting the most serious dllfi- 
eeltles are those of food and labor. The problems 
of housing, the combatting of 
that dairy products have more or 
tor In oleomargarine, are questions 
minor Importance at the present lime, 
the earnest consideration of the dairymen 
lrleiy, let us discuss the minor problems
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eatdairy Increasing the Selling Price of Milk, 
business sense demands that any line of 

endeavor shall offer fair profits before attracting 
capital and labor Investment. Dairying has not offer
ed sufficiently attractive inducements in the way 
of profits in recent years to warrant very Increasing 
Investments in this branch of animal husbandry, in 
competition with other llnea of agriculture. Milk 
Is the cheapest and most nutritious food

be even on an equal 
the price of milk and 
order that the profits 
would be so:h as to 
so Increase production.

The cost of the nutrients 
which it Is being retailed 
the coat of nutrients in steak, salmon 
and would permit of some iquallsatioi 
Justice to the consumer. Milk at 
quart represents «88 ct lories of beat; 
five cents per pound represents 280 calories ; salmon 
at twenty cents per lound represents 800 calories, 
and chicken at thirty three cents per pound repre
sents 283 calories of neat

Labor Efficiency.
When men are working to what they consider 

their full capacity, no one receives much thanks for

labor. It is a fact ho 
qulry into methoda in 
owner certain changes in 
labor without detracting 

should inquire of 
there are not some change in his system which might 
be Introduced that would effect a saving in labor.

The mechanical milker should receive the con
sideration of every dairy farmer who is handling 16 

The Experimental Farms System has 
on experiments for several years at 

Ottawa, with various makes of 
and have reached the conclu- 

ln labor of from 36 to 40 per 
cent, may be effected by the use of such a machine. 
It has been estimated that the cost of hand-milk 
Is 7.2c per cow per day where men are paid 
an hour. The cost of machine-milking has been 
placed at 4.6c per cow per day, labor being valued 
at the same rate, and having allowed tor the

taking
sidération several of the most popuUr of the ma
chines on the market, would average about five 
hundred dollars for an outfit capable 
four cows at once, and a herd of from twenty-five 
thirty cows. These figures would place the cost 
Installation at from $1« to |26 per cow, depending 
upon the else of the herd. The smaller the herd the 
larger the cost per head to ins 
with an interest in hie work, the 
ing very efficient and the results, as far as
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It is a difficult matter to build a dairy barn that 

is at once economical, sufficiently warm for winter, 
and well ventilated. The term economical must not 
be Interpreted to mean lot cost, but to convey the 
Idea of being as low in -it as is consistent with 
the securing of the other .equisltes necessary to 
maximum production of the herd housed in the 
building. The two-storey barn, with storage provid
ed for feed above the cows, Is the moat satisfactory 
type of building. The celling of the first storey 
should not be too high, and the ventilating system 

ble of being regulated so that the Intake of air 
controlled. The 
s foul air should
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It is to he expected that this pr» 
not compete with anything but 
d since this province has the

dect will
bettor, and since this province has 
of making very little of this class of goods, oleomar 
garble will hardly be a serious competitor, la a dis
criminating market, of the product of the dairy 
As a menace to the dairyman It may prove nothing 
bet a shadow having an outline but no substance, 
its Introduction is unfortunate more from the stand
point of the consumer than that of the producer, 
though It is bound to be Injurious to both classes. 
It Is to be hoped that in the Interests of the 
health of the nation that this product may be with
drawn from Canadian markets as soon as the war
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be Included and cleared of the disease by the gradual 
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the silo, our land will return one-third more 
than without IL—#L W. Clark.
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