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The Beauty of Holiness

«g N all these things we are more
l than conquerors through

that loved us.” Romans 8:37.

The San Diego Panama Exposition
will always be a beautiful memory. It
was my introduction to the South-
Jand, 1 revelled in the wondrous
beauty of the grounds, the rare bloom
of the exquisite flowers, the intoxicat-
ing fragrance. Vines and roses were
clambering over walls and buildings
and hanging in graceful wreaths and
festoons.

The marvel of all was to think,
that this wonderful beauty had been
made out of the desert, in the short
space of three years, though to be
sure those were years with no
blighting winter. What care, patience,
work and time this fairyland repre-
sented! If one just looked over the
rose-hedges in many places, one
could see the bare arid desert. What
planning and determination it meant,
that that desert be transformed into
that wonderland by the date fixed for
the Exposition.

At this beginning of the New
Year many have a deep, sincere long-
ing that the failings, the faults, the
weaknesses, the trials, the disappoint-
ments may be overcome or patiently
borne or marvellously result in the
transformation of character. To at-
tain the Christ-like, there must be an
hourly, honest endeavor to master the
besetting faults of character, of which
each one is aware, and which may be
working so much harm in regard to
others. With deep pity one thinks of
the many beset with some failing, of
which mone but the sufferer knows
the horrible craving. But with deter-
mination and in a higher strength
than bis own, this may be overcome
and the victor be a better man, for
his very conquest.

Are thgre terrible momnents of
temptation, when it seems as if no
power can prevent one from falling ?
By tremendous will force one does
not yield, and comes out from the
struggle a stronger soul.

1s there now a terrible trial, when
they whole being feels , helpless and
despairing ? It seems a mockery,
even to think of hope or comfort.
But that trial is borne aright, that
hour of blessing will come, and the
bruised heart will be purified and
strengthened,  So by striving, de-
termination and faith, the arid desert
of failure, temptation and agony may
be transformed into the fruitfol land
of beauty, of success, conquest an
hope.~I. H. N.

LN
The House Finch
F all the sparrow group, there is
O probably no member, unless it
be the exotic form known as the
English sparrow, that has by reason
of its food habits called down so many
maledictions upon its head as the
house finch, red head, or linnet, as
it is variously called. This bird, like
the other members of its family, is by
nature a seed eater, and before the
beginning of fruit raising in Cali-

g

taste of some wild berry. Now, how-
ever, when orchards have extended
throughout the length and breadth of
the state and every month from Mav
to December sees some ripening
fruit, the linnets take their share.
i the sum

fruit and giving weaker-billed birds a

chance to sample and acquire a

taste for what they might not other
moles!

In order to test the matter thor-
oughly and ascertain whether these
birds ate any other kind of food that
might to some extent offset the dam-
age inflicted upon the fruit, the horti-
culturists and ornithologists-of Cali-

stituted 9.44 per cent and vegetable
food 97.56 per cent of the stomach
contents, not counting gravel,

The vegetable food of the species
consists of three principal items —
grain, fruit and weed seeds, Grain
amounts to less than 1% per cent in
August, which is the month of great-
est consumption, and the average for
the year is a trifle more than one-

fornia were requested to secure a
number of the stomachs of these birds
and send them to the Biological Sur-
vey. An agent was also sent to the
fruit-raising sections, who watched
the birds in the orchards and collect-
ed a namber of them. In this way
1,206 stomachs were obtained and
carefully examined, and the result
shows that animal food (insects) con-
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