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The Creat
Clydesdales of To-day
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e The text has not been chosen by me
but L am very willing to take it up, and

endeavur, in the intereits f  the
Clydesdale breed, to discourse upon it
o for a spell, The Clydesdale of to-day
is not the Clydesdale of 25 years ago:
he is a better draught horse—that is,
\ he is a horse in which the essential
characteristics of a draught horse are
vetter illustrated, and with less alloy,
than in the horse of the past. One sel-
dom hears now-a-days of a Clydesdale
ble to travel on
in the forefeet,

stallion

account o ; ¢
technically “laminitis. A quarter of &
century ago such disorder re not

uncommon, and few old s that
had been fed for showing, came on the
road without symptoms of being “down

in their heels.” T'he disorder has

passed because the breed has been im BaRoN'S Pripk 9122.—Dark Brown. Foaled 1880, Bred by n e. |- nlay lhnllu-m b
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ness of feet, cleanness of bone, of bright Photo by \ umnnun |, 1..,

pith and vim, of action close and
straight. Crooked hocks, that is hocks
formed like a sickle, are rare, if not un-
known, among the show horses and
breeding sires; whereas at intervals
during the quarter century under re-
view they were rather common in one
tribe, while in another the opposite de-
fect, straightncss of hocks and wideness
behind, were not at all unknown. By
wideness behind I mean the action seen
in a horse which, when leaving you,
turns the points of his hocks outwards,
with an inevitable tendency to loss of
leverage in propulsion. Pasterns are
not so long and “dog-lik

were in one or two of the noted show
horses in the early eighties, yet never
were Clydesdale judges more exacting
in having the pasterns at the oblique
angle which secures elasticity of move-
ment.

In the ecarly cighties Clydesdales were
fancied in the show ring that were big,
weighty, and rather disposed to be
p gross in bone and hair During the
nineties the swing of the pe was,
if anything, ‘the other way. The Prince
of Wales-Darnley cross was then in
the ascendant, producing a beautiful
animal with matchless quality of feet
and legs, nicely moulded top, and first
L‘e}fu::“l'“:l" ::;‘: b S 4 ';_;..r“‘h'r Banow ' BUCKLYVIE 1185 —Brown. Foalad e, Bred by Win. McKeich, Woodond,
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igger horse, having the same quality

of bone and hair; the same, f not a
better, class of feet and pasterns, and
quite as good action; but, withal, a
bigger horse, truer to type and charac-
ter, and of greater usefulness all round,
if not good enough to score in the
showyard.

The elements that have gone to effect
this change have been various The
death of Darnley 222 in the autumn of
1886, and of s great contemporary,
Prince of Wales 673, in the autumn of
1888, left the way open for a new com-
bination, and the blending of groups
and strains that had rather been passed
over during the period of the domina-
tion of these great sires. Prince of
Wales was foaled in 1866, so that he
was in his rd year when he died
Darnley was foaled in 1872; his career
was, therefore, ten shorter than
that of Prince of \\Alrs Both were
the produce of Highland Society first
prize, if not champion mares, and both
were extremely impressive sires. The
horse whose appearance marked the
hrgumulm of f““{ Im'w era was Sir

verard 3353, foaled in 1885, He died "
in August, 1808, His breeding was a "'"_\'}:;':m:mwk.m.p'.ur)kuv"\;’nn'fnm‘\:‘u..r. Park \::'ﬂ:»\‘;'eu‘;;-lﬂulm (e,
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