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In the Poultry Yard

Trap Nests and Their Value

Many poultry raisers 3o not ap-
preciates the value of trap nests.
Yet if they will look into the mat-
ter of egg-laying they will find
them to be of very great value. It
is 'T"' the only way of telling
which hen is doing the laying
While there is considerable in the
mype of hens, we read about it

from being a reliable guide
to the egg laving qualities of a
hen, as any one who has used trap
nests will have seen. During Feb-
ruary, ome of our hens laid 18

, while another almost inden-
:ﬂ, as far as style and looks
goes, laid only 6 or one-third as
many.

They are made
pen, two feet
wide and one foot deep, and from
ten to twelve feet long, making
ten twelve nests, as the case
may be. A single nest is two [eet
long and one foot square. A di-
vision board is placed eleven inches
from the back end and twelve
from the front end, with a hole
cut in the middle just large enough
for the hen to pass through. In-
stead of a close door in front, it is
made s0 as to admit a little light
at the top. It should be made of
inch stuff, as it will stay shut bet-
ter than a lighter one. It is
hinged at the top and opens up in-
to the box.

The trip is a piece of wire (mod-
erately stiff so a hen will not bend
it) about 15% inches long and bent
as shown in the illustration. A
:1‘:. of board 3) inches wide and

loi enou¢ to reach across
the tox. the box (inside), is
t-ways in front of the di-

vision board and % inch below the
top, leaving a space of ) inch be-
tween the edge of the board and
the division. The board is to sup-
port the trip wire. Next, slip the
of

Fiz down through
the  quarter-

s inch slot, close
to and iu

10 " front of the

hole in the di-

vision board,

leaving the 3%

inch piece of

wire to rest

Fig. 1. Trip Wire.

inch board.
wire staples are driven into
this board over the wire far
enough to hold it in place and yet
let it roll sideways easily. There
is a small peg driven part way in-
to the centre of the lower edge of
the door. The small hole at the
top is to allow in enough light to
let the hen see her way back, and
yet have it moderately dark, as a
hen likes to be in seclusion when
she is laying

The hen, in passing in at the en-
trance (the door of which is held
up by the wooden peg on the one-
half piece of wire), goes into the
nest proper, pressing the wire to
one side in so doing, and loosens
its conmection with the door,
which swings down in its place,
and secures the hen till the owner
comes to release her.

Our nests are raised so as to al-
low the entire floor space to the

on the 3% Small

hens. On top of the mests are the
roosts. The top of the nests
serves as a board to catch the
droppings
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vu 8, Two Nests, with door closed.

and C same as in Fig. 1; D, hole in

o !o-l..nuazdoo.

While I am opposed to over-
doing this question of egg-produc-
tion in such strains or breeds not
intended for heavy laying, yet I
think, taking the egg-production in
this country into consideration,
there is room for a large increase
before the hens are injured for
other purposes. But one should go
so far and no farther. The mo-
ment the limit is over-stepped, we
cease to have a general purpose
hen, good for both egg and meat
production.
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The Age of a Fowl

An exchange has the following
to say in regard to detecting the
age of fowls. We would be glad to
have the experience of any of our

Farmer.”

‘scaly condition
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poultry readers on this point:
“The appearance of the legs is
often the readiest guide. A rough,
is a sign of age.
The whole body of an old fowl ap-
pears more heavy and mature, and
there is an older look about the
face and head readily detected by
the expert. In males the length of
the spur shows the age quite close-
ly. Some poultrymen judge by the
plumage. Lift up the wing and
push aside the feathers of the sides
when in the case of a young hen
you will find a long down, light,
close and arranged regularly be-
tween the other feathers which

POULTRY WANTED

Empty crates forwarded on application”
Highest market prices paid.
Correspondence from
agents solicited.
Commission paid.
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