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w.ml.'d. Ile agreed, however, to withdraw cer 
étions from tlie speculative market till lie

ooo. He wrote to the gentlemen in question that 
unless a rash payment were made he would con­
sider himself free to place the lands on the market.

In another letter produced, Sir Thomas, on March
Ipo.h hacked up Mr (iriflin in insisting on .1 cash 

payment. He couldn't understand hoxv Mr. Pope 
could say that there had hren any other arrange­
ment.

On Mardi \y, no payment hav ing lice 11 made, the 
witness wrote Mr Pi pa that the reserve was can­
cel led I here was no reply.

On the fitli of April, Mr. F. .vvler again wrote Sir 
Thomas, arranging h r am thcr interview with Mr 
P<>|ie on the Northwest lands. This was had, and 
Sir I lmm.is then wired Mr. Griffin if there would 
lie "any harm in giving Mr. I’ojie till May 15." To 
this Mr Griffin answered that some of the lands

vus
tain si
sent :• Montreal in November to go into the details
of the deal.

Mr S'i pley read another letter, dated November 
fri in Mr Pope to Sir 1‘homas, saying he and 

Mr I vvler were hack and Would like ,111 interview. 
()r<' w.is arranged.

Mr Griffin then told of a meeting on Decemlier 
s in tii- president's office. The President, Mr. Win 
Whyte, Mr. Pope. Mr. Fowler, Mr. Dennis, another 
CP|{ kind man, and the witness were present, lie 
hail ii' ! been told anything alnuit lowering the 

f the land.price
What took place at the meeting I know only the

substance of it.
The question of price was discussed, and the pro 

sid iV ,1'kcd me what would lie a fair price for (he had in the meantime been sold, but not very much, 
and the lot was practically intact. If there was an 
agreement to pay the instalment by May 15, lie 
would give them till June 1st to close the selections 
finally. In the meantime, certain other parties were 
offering $4 for some of the land. Further corres­
pondence anil telegrams produced showed Sir 
Thomas to he stirring tip the syndicate to make a 
payment, else the proposition would lie off. Mr. 
Pope got a few day- stand off, and then, on 16th 
of April, Sir Tliomn. wired Mr. Griffin that Mr. 
Fowler was on his way to Winni|K-g to close the 
deal and make the payment.

Mr Fowler went there, the $20,000 was paid, and 
an agreement vva. u winded, giving the imrehasers 
the righ: to exercise their option up to May 15, 
while they were given t<> Juno 1st to select.

After Messrs. Pop-, Fowler et ah, had acquired 
the land, they re-' Id the most of it to a syndicate 
known a-, I tie Ontario Town Sites' Company, in 
which Sir I"hn lloyd, lion G I. Foster, ( ol. Mac- 
Gillivrav, and ethers were interested. 11ns was 
afterwards merged m" the Great West I and ( o., 
in which Messrs, P« p and Fowler took stock and 
the money lor having the land was obtained from 
the Union Ten 1 Company, which was secured !>v 

iht,lined in the re-sale of the

lands.
Had there been any discussion before that .illicit 

the selection of the lands ?
Tin company was to lay aside 2S p.c. of the too, 

having the syndicate the right to selectotx) acres,
e fir    from the remainder.

What did you recommend as a fa'r price1 
1 thought $1.50 a fair one. I recommended it, 

.mi! it vv as confirmed.
II„w did you ri me to change it from $s, what 

considérât ions operated ?
long story. I leThe witness replied that it 

said that ne reason vva- lx-c.nise in the most i.ist.-r 
!v Id- ok of 200,(nxi acres, settlers bail picked the 
lest of it. Another was that an thcr bhxk of 
f .o.i xx a'res, near Pi eh lake, lvid iv railvv ay near 

instructed. The price

was a

it, mr likely to he 
paid f r this land was the highest realized, where 
n> large a block was acquired. Mr. Griffin s,,„| 
that at the December meeting an ag-ccmcnt 

to price, loeatii 11, and :tl«'readied verbally as 
t" what lands the company would reserve h r itself 

S-ttiers the witness said, were given ten years 
whereas the «peculator, so t" s|x-ak,

Mr. Pi |ie wrote Sir Thomas < bj.-cting
and seg

I Is

vv a-

givra six.
te the pavanent in six annual iiistalmen 
ge.ting ten. Sir Thomas wrote to 
it, .nal he couldn't agree with the ten-year pr pos.il 
11" sidered it would be discriminating against

mortgage. I he price < 
land was $4.50 per acre.

In the 0including part of his testimony', Mr. 
Griffin maintained the sale to lx* an advantageous

witness ah< ;t

one for the company.
"Did Messrs. IV|x? and Fowler receive any W* 

vial* treatment was asked.
I hey* received exactly' the same treatment a-» any 

one else would have.
Did you receive any instruct inns from any* 

autln nty to reduce the price to them
"I never received any instructions or even .1 sug­

gest ic n.”
Mr. George W. bowler, M.P.,

Mr Shepley At the outlet the counsel produced
. list (if p.qx .s .111(1 (hcumoiits which Mr Fowler

the legitimate settler.
After the land was set aside, s me difficulty arose 

Mr Griffin wanted an immediateas t • payment.
• f $20,(xx) whereas, correspondence pro-pay m< nt

dût<• 1 showed Mr Fowler and Mr Po|ie he’d '1H‘ 111
Tonothing was to he asked <>f them till June, 

letter to tins effect, Mr. Griffin replied that the 
cvmp .my had never gone without payments 1h 1« re 
and had already Ixvn “exceptionally' liher.il to the 
syndicate. Witness explained that what he meant 
by "exceptionally liberal" was 
should accept so small an initial payment as $jo,

examined bywas

that the company
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