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was wanted, e agreed, however, to withdraw cer
tions from the speculative market t1ll h
\lentreal in November to go into the details

1
\[r = ;H:) read another letter, dated November
s i Mro Pope to Sir Thomas, saying he and

\lr. Fowler were back and would hike an interviea
One w rranged.

\lIr Griftfin then told of a meeting on December
$ i the president’s office. The President, Mr. W
Whvte, Mr. Pope, Mr. Fowler, Mr. Dennis, anoiher
¢ PR land man, and the witness were present.  le

d not been told anything  about lowering the
pric { the land.

Wihat teok place at the meeting I know only the

ihstance of 1t

Ihe question of price was discussed, and the pre

dent asked me what would be a falr price for the

Had there been any discussion before that abant
n of the lands?

| npany was to lay aside 25 peof the 300,
lcaving the syndicate the right to select

eir 200,000 from the remainder

What did you recommend as a farr price

[t 4

and 1t was (‘nl)l\I"ln(‘(l.

it $3.50 a fair one. 1 rccommended it

[How did you come to change it from §5, what
considerations operated
[he witness replied that it was a long story.  He
i that cne reasen was because in the most cast
v bl ok of 200000 acres, <ettler had pic Led the
wst of it. Another was that another block ot
ooc acres, near Bioch Lake, had ne ratlway nea
ted e pric

t, nov lik ‘\ to be scon constru

ized, where

I ;
e bloek was acqu rel. Mr. Grffin <aid
that at the Decenber meeiing an agreement was
reached verbally as to price, location, and also

towhat lands the company would reserve for 11

Settlers, the witness said, were given I
t whereas the »[Ll"vh'l*t', so t Shy |'-»\_ wa
g Mr. P pe wrote Sir Thomas «bypecting
t0 the pavment in six annual instalmencs, and vy

wm. Sir Thomas wrote to witness aboat
|

toand he couldn’t agree with the ten-year proposil

H adered 1t would be discriminating against
timate settler

After the land was set aside, scme difficulty ar
<o pavment, Mro Griffim wanted an mmediate

pavin nt of $20,000 whereas, correspondence pro
deced howed Mr. Fowler and Mr. Pope held that
nothing was to be asked of them till Jun 1o

to this effect, Mr. Griffin rephied that t
compiny had never gone without payments before
nd had already been “exceptionally Tiberal” to the
syndicate. Witness explained that what he meant
by “exceptionally liberal” was that the company
should accept so small an imtial payment as $20,
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000. He wrote to the gentlemen in question that
unless a cash payvment were made he would con-
sider himself free to place the lands ¢n the market.

In ancther letter produced, Sir Thomas, on March
2, 1603, backed up Mr. Griffin in msisting on a cash
payment.  He couldn’t understand how Mr. Pope
could say that there had been any other arrange-
meit

On March 17, no payvment having been made, the
wittess wrote Mro Pope that the reserve was can-
celled. There was no reply

On the 0th of Apnl, Mr. Fowler agam wrote Sir
Thomas, arranging for ancther mterview with Mr
Pope on the Northwest Lands. This was had, and
Sir Thomas then wired Mr. Griftin 1f there would
be “any harm i giving Mr. Pope ull May 15" To
this Mr. Griffin answered that some of the lands
had i the meantime been sold, but not very much,
and the lot was practically intact.  1f there was an
agreement to pay the instalment by May 15, he
would give them tll June 1st to close the selections
finally.  In the meantine, certain other parties were
offering $4 for some of the Land. Further corres
pondence and  telegrams produced  showed  Sir
I'homas to be stirring up the syndicate to make a
payment, else the proposition would be off.  Mr,
Pope got a few dayve stand off, and then, on 16th
of April, Sir Thomas wired Mr. Griffin that Mr.
Fowler was on Ins way to Winnipeg to close the
deal and mwake the payvment

Mr. Fowl went ”l’!'l', the $,‘\»,t O0 Was |».||1|, and
an agreement was concluded, giving the purchasers
the right to exercise their option up to May 15,
while they were given to June 1st to select.

After Me < Pope, Fowler et al, had .IAl]Vlll'(‘ll
the land, they resold the most of 1t to a syndicate
known as tne Cntaso Town Sites” Company, 1n
which Sir Iohn Bovd, Hon G, E. Foster, Col. Mac
Gillivray, and  cthers were nterested. This was
afterwards merged into the Great West Land Co,,
in which Messrs, Pope and Fowler took stock and
the money for buving the land was obtamed from
the Unu .|| I'ru-t Company, which was secured by
mortgage I he Price obtamed m the re ale of the
land was ‘;; S0 per acre

In the concluding part of his testimony, Mr.
Grifin mantamed the <ale to be an advantageons
one for the company

“Did Mesers. Pope and Fowler receive any ‘soe
cral’ treatment wis asked

They recened exactly the same treatment as any
one ¢lse would have

Did vou receive any mstructions from anyone in
authe m'\ to reduce the price to them

“I never received any anstructions or even a sugr-
gresti n'

Mr. George \W. Fowler, AP, was examined by
Mr. Shepley. At the outeet the counsel produced
s list of papers and documents which Mr. Fowler



