
THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN
LOOKING BACKWARD AND FOR

WARD.
LIVING FOR THE DAY OR FOR 

ETERNITY.*
rtepoud to all their demanda I That ja 
the vital question.

Let ua not make the mistake of startThe Cumberland Presbyterian. ing off to live tlirough the new year on 
the dead level of to-day. Perhaps that 
would be Ute easy way; it is not the her 

Christ!

Eternal life means life that is above 
time and all earthly viociasitude. "Eter
nal," refers to our relation to the foun 
tain of life in Cod, and the relation of 
life to God. "This is life eternal, and

A no Liter tick of the olock of time!
That, after all oonaudered in the light 

of all the world’s history, is about all 
that can be said about this 
from an old year into a new, with all 
of its attendant celebrations, heart 
searchings and good resolutions.

New years have wine and gone- how 
many times f Looking back upon them 
it would be difficult to way what influ 
ence they have had upon the human 
race, difficult to know whether any New- 
Year's Day was ever a really turning 
point in the life of any man; yet it is 
certainly an excellent habit, tliis habit 
of expecting and resolving and planning 
to do tilings lletter or to do better thing* 
with the beginning of a new year. It is 
well to cultivate the habit of pausing 
at least onoe in twelve months u> look 
backward over the way that we have 
come and forward along the way that we 
hope to go.

The standard of the present is not die 
standard by which to judge the past 
or plan the future. That is one of die 
things we would do well to remember 
as we stand at the parting of the way*, 
seeking to estimate the value and in 
lluouce of die tilings which lie behind 
snd the wisdom and righteousness of 
the thing* of which we dream. That 
which we did yesterday should lie judg 
ed by the standard of yesterday ; that 
which we plan to do to morrow will be 
judged, rightly judged, by the standard 
of to-morrow.

We did not live yesterday in die light 
of to-day, but in die light of yeaterd-ay. 
If only we lived up to the light that we 
Jiad then, there is no occasion for re
morse because we did not live up to the 
brighter light, tiw higher ideal*, which 
came with the new day. There U 
tendency to value our own iiast and to 
judge of the deed* of our forefathers by 
die * Landais is of wisdom anid righteous 
ness which we p jswws in the present, 
and the result is that we pass undeserv 
«*1 criticism up<*i ourselves and others. 
In a recent magaxine article. Dr. ('liar 
lu* F. Aked widely said : "We are wit 
called to sit in judgment upon the past 
for any other purjiuee than that

oic way. not the
been a hard climb this year up to die 
height which we have now attained ? . they should know Uiee die only true 
There are higher heights ahead; let us 
plan to mount diem as we enno to them.
Uh, yes there will be those Iki ask.
What use? There will l>e tti mw who

an way. Has it

<iod, and him whom thou didst send, 
even Jesus Christ.” This is our laird's 
definition. We are living the eternal 
life liere and now when we are living 
to tkwi. e^it ii Uod's judgments are our 
judgment, when die life of Uod is in

w ould d .ec'hi rage our endeavor to reach 
the higher level*. Our ex;ierieuoe will 
be like that pictured by lamgfellow in 
his famous poem : The old man warned ; 
the maiden lured ;
" ‘Beware of the pine tree's withered 

branch I
llvware of the awful avalancheP 
This was die ;ie want's last good night; 

A voice replied, far up die lieight, Kx
celldor."

So may we pass ti trough all the year- 
through all the year*, till new years are 
no more and die new life has begun— 
responding to every v'-ioe that speaks. 
"Higher! higher!"

ue as tiie spring of all our life. So we 
live by the abiding principles and unto 
abiding result.

The question is, shall we live in dus 
way or amid the interests of the passing 
day alone, entangled and confined among 
die things that will not last. Now a* a 
matt, r of fact, every one has to aot with 
reference to the 
The farmer sows the see<!

banker* le

unseen ami the future.
I. expecting die 
nds money on 

intiutgible security. The railroad build 
er laye out his line in die confidence of 
future development and the profit which 

THE BIBLE PREACHER—AN EN- 9 it will bring. But hmv far behind the 
GLI8H VIEW.

harvest. The

material and how far into the future 
shall we look! Only m> far we can 
aee financial gains? Are diere no gains 
of greater value? Are there not things 
above money and which money cannot 
buy? Indeed, many, and 
live for these.

If the fimt thing to be sought is dial 
we may l«e charged up to die point of 
saturation with the influences of the 
Spirit of Uod, the second tiling is dial 
we should understand how to saturate 
the outward mind witii a knowledge of 
the Scripture. For a hiblele*s preacher 
to venture u|kiu a Ohrietian platform 
is as bad as for a prayerlees professor to 
frequent the bedsides of the sick and 
the dying. The devil laughs at eu eh an 
one. and very often the people laugh 
at him too. He may make the mos-t 
brilliant epigrams, tell the muet vngag 
ing stories, repeat the tit bits from die 
most trustworthy newspaiiers (if diere 
are any trustworthy nexspaper-o; but 
after a time the spaAele is out of the 
epigrams, the stories have become stale, 
and the newspaper# are back numbers. 
On the other hand, a biblical preacher 
gives his message in language that is 
better than hie own. and his subject 
matter does not wear out nor grow old ; 
he is occupied witii an everlasting go* 
pel. and the Spirit of die Lord honor* 
his preaching by attaching to it peroia 
eut results in the conversion and wane 
tifleation of in-dividual men and women. 
The Bible preacher does not go out of 
date, because the Bible itself hw not 
gone out of date; on die contrary, lie is 
more in demand tiian ever, and the cry 
of the oilurelies that are eager for spirit 
ual life must surely be very much like 
the message that was sent after my late 
friend Edward Millard, who some years 
«duce visited the mission churches in 
Armenia. "Send us," they said, "some 
more Bible preachers." A persecuted 
and suffering seed of die kingdom 
knows what is best suited to >ta ooudi 
lions, and what suits their condition i* 
like to be also the projwr cordial for 
ours.—Dr. J. Rende! Harris.

we are to

The great mass of the world's work 
must be iu the never ceasing fulfilling 
of the prayer which Jesus taught ue,- - 
"dive us this day our daily lire ad." And 
there are great^aml useful services open 
to men which yet certainly will mit 
abide. In lus book in India, l>r. Jones 
tells of one of these. "The Perway Pro 
ject." "It consists in the diversion of a 
large river which vainly poured >ta treas 
ures down die western mountainside in 
to the Arabian Sea, and causing it* 
waters to flow into the eastern plains 
to fertilise the thirsty land i.e far as die 
Bay of Bengal. It embraces the second 
largest dam in the world, a tunnel one 
and one fourth miles through the mouti 
tain, and many miles of distributing 
channels. It will irrigate at least 150. 
000 acres for rice ciultivation and will 
feed 400.000 people. I live in the heart 
of the region thus fertilised and re 
freshed, and know the joy of the resi 
dent# who also stand astonished before 
the magic power of these white people 
who do for them what, tiiey say, ■ 
their gods failed to accomplish.” T 
are great services, but there are greater. 
Cary end Duff and Morrison and living 
stone have done greater service in shap 
ing die minds and character and destiny 
of great peoples.

live Iwltcr in the present and the future. 
Things were done in the past without 
protest which we now con skier wrong. It 
is die part, of a minister of Christ to eu 
courage the growth of a conscience 

judge fairly the men who 
in the past dkl tilings which nobody then 
considered wrong and a conet-icm-e 
which will neither desire or permit there 
things to be done in the future." The 
two sides of the truth which we would 
suggest are presented in that paragraph.

Not only is it unwise to waste time in 
useless regret, because last year was not 
lived up to die standard of this year, but 
it i« wise to face die tru*h that the «tan 
dard of the present wil not suffice for 
the year that is to conic. However, we 
may he unable to estimate the influence 
of any one of those "turning points" of 
time, it Is unquestionably mid gratify 
ii gly true. Uiat at least in Christian 
countries, the moral standards of the rie-e 
hay® lieen lifted higher and become pur 
er ami better with die passing years. 
That process still goes on. Little by lit 
tie the ideals which influence Christian 
men are ajiproaching the divine ideal. 
More wrill lie expected of us in the yfar 
to come. We will expect more of our 
•elves. How, tiien, shall we start the 
year? With the detennination to be and 
do all that we feci today that we ought 
to he and do? No, it will he better to 
atari with the purpose to lie and do just 
what, is made clear to tie dial we might 
to be and do as the Hew days come. Will 
those new days demand more of us than 
is demanded today? They ought to and 
they will. Will we go forth on the jour 
ney through the new .year determined to

which shall

The business of life is to serve Hod 
and men, to render personal service, 
to give personal sympathy, to be kind 
and generous and unsetfieh, to control 
ourselves ami to help others to control 
themselves ; to lie faithful and duty do
ing wherever we are and at any oost, 
tr set God first in our lives and to get 
for him the first place in other lives. 
Our material task is the shell. The mo 
fives and pun*i.*es and spirit of the ami 
within arc the life. William Oarey saw 
this. He cobbled shoes to pay expenses. 
IIh life was not cobbling. It was the 
love and service and propagation of die 
truth of God.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

MON.—Live the eternal Life (Matt. 19: 
16 26).

TUBS.—A man diat lived 'or self (Luke 
12: 16 21).

WED.-How Jesus lived (Heb. 12:15). 
THURS.-The life of faitii (Matt. 5: 19 20, 

25 34).
FRÎ.—hnoking beyond (2 Cor. 4: 1618). 
SAT. The abiding life (1 Cor. 13: 113). Show that the eternal life ie the life

Whit hinders ns from living for eter 
nhyf

llow does chastisement turn our eye. 
beyond ?

Man's neglect of God's benefits 
him below ihi animals that "know- thr
hand that feeds and governs them. 
Some men think it a token of superior 
culture ..and advanced views to throw off 
allegiance to God. It ie a token that 
they have Icah intelligence than their 

dogs.—Maclaren.
•Y. P. Topics, Jan. 10. 1900. Hex. 7: 15;

Matt. 18 : 24 37.


