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they p^et acclimated in the longer trip. Dozens
of Gray Parrots on steamers are often i)acke(l
away like merchandise in any old hox. without
much regard to health or ventilation. As a
result gray parrots can often be bought compara-
tively cheaj). Young birds are worth from
fifteen to twenty-five dollars, and talkers from
twenty-five to seventy-five, and extra fine talkers
more than that. An acclimatized tame gray
parrot, although costing more, is cheaper than a
raw young bird. Young gray parrots can be
distniguished by their gray e> es, the eye of old
birds being straw coloured. Male and female
are alike and equally gifted.

Cagk or Stand.—This parrot should have a
cage fourteen or fifteen inches in diameter, or
fifteen to twenty-four inches long, but larger
ones can be used, or a stand of the usual style.
Generally parrots do not talk as well if allowed
about a room, and are apt to find something to
eat which is injurious.

For food, care and di.seases see the chapter on
Parrots.


