
ARLINGTON.—Since its establishmeut in 1853 this has been

a sort of a perarabulatory office, being first on one comer and then on

another. It was named by a Mr. Kidd, who kept store at the place

for some years. After he" retired from business the office was moved

TO a neighboring comer locally known as Sisterville, the old name,

however, being retained. Lately it has taken another move and is

now situated a short distance from Sisterville. The office was named

after Lord Arlington, a leading Minister of the Crown, and a member

of the " Cabal " during the reign of Charles II,, 1660-168.'>.

ATHLONE.—Named by Irish settlers from Athlono, West Meath,

Ireland, and established in 1853. The name is derived from the Irish

ford across the River Shannon, " ath," a ford, and " Luan," a man's

name—" Liian's ford." The original town is at present chiefly noted

for its liorse fair, but its past history is worthy of notice, ?s it and

its castle, the latter founded in the reign of King John, figured in the

war between William III., King of England, and his father-in-law,

the deposed -Tames II . After the battle of the Boyne, William retumed

to England, leaving his military affairs in Ireland in charge of a Dutch

general named Genkill. In June, 1691, General Genkill besieged

Athlone, which was thought to be impregnable, yet he carried it

in face of James' General St. Ruth, who felt so confident of his position

of safety that he said, " His (Genkill's) master should have hanged

him for attempting to take Athlone and my master can do the same if

I lose it." After his services at Athlone, General Genkill won the

battle of Aughrim and was rewarded with the title of Earl of Athlone

and Aughrim.

WENING.—This office was named about 1860 after a town in

Gloucestershire, England, the native place of F. C. Thombury, an

early settler who built a sawmill and flour mill here. The post office,

however, was not established until February 1st, 1864, a son of the

founder of the village being largely instrumental in securing it.

BALLYCROY.—This is plainly of Irish origin, the name being

given to the post office when established, in 1859, by natives of a village

of the same name in the county of Mayo, Ireland. In the Irish

language the word signifies " The town of the Crass." " Bally," a

corruption of the Celtic word " baile," a town, and " croy," or " crois,"

pronounced " krus," a cross. The original town may have had some

specific reason to be designated " the town of the cross," but that doea


