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has been had to the best authorities of that tfane, sueh i»f
they are ; the account given to this Tale of all the mt r
features of the Riots, is substantially correct

Mr. Dennis's allusions to the flourisWng condiUon of his
trade in those days have theh: foundation in Truth, and not
in the Author's fancy. Any fUe of old newspapers, or odd
volume of the Annual Register, will prove this with terrible
ease.

Even the case of Mary Jones, dwelt upon with so much
pleasure by the same, character, is no effort of taventlon.
The facU were stated, exacUy as they are stated here, in
the liouse of Commons. Whether they afforded as much
entertainment to the merry genUemen assembled there,
as some other most affecting ch-cumstances of a shnilar
nature menUoned by Sir Samuel Rorallly, is not recorded

u «^*„***! *^®** °' ^^^ •^®"** ™ay speak the more em-
phaUcally for itself, I subjofai it, as related by Sir WiluamMmkdith in a speech in Parliament, " on Frequent Exe-
cutions " made in 1777.

^

" Under this act," the Shop-Ufthig Act, " one Mary Joneswas executed, whose case I shall just menUon : it was at
tne time when press warrants were issued, on the alarm
about the Falkland Islands. The woman's husband was
pressed, then- goods seized for some debts of his, and she.
with two small children, turned tato the streets a-begcina
It Is a ch-cumstance not to be forgotten, that she was venryoung (under nineteen), and most remarkably handsome.
She went to a Unen-draper's shop, took some coarse linen
off the counter, and slipped it under her cloak ; the shon-man saw her, and she laid it down : for this she was hanced.

i^^u^^'??^ ^*i/^ **^^« *^« *^«* *n n»y pocket), • that shehad lived in credit, and wanted for nothing, till a press-canBcame and stole her husband from her ; but since thenf shehad no bed to Ue on : notUng to give her children to eat •

and they were abnost naked ; and perhaps she midHt havedone something wrong, for she hardly knew what she did

'

The parish officers testified the truth of this story ; but itseems there had been a good deal of shop-lifthig about
Ludgate

;
an example was thought necessary ; and thiswoman was hanged for the comfort and satisfaction of

shopkeepera In Ludgate Street. When brought to receive
sentence, she behaved Ip such a frantic manner, as proved
l^ UM? '° *** *" ^ distracted and desponding state : and
toe child was suckling at her breast when she set out for


