
Batin anil the Western '''erritorioit once waved the lilien of Kram-e. anil

(he greater portion of the Nortb American continent thi'M nheyeil the
ipoxtolic »WBy of the Veiiciiihle Kranqoii) ile Montmorem-v Laval. Xo
wonder that from the Hbore!< of the St. l.airrence went forth many of
the mip^Minarie*, discoverers and explorers of the roiinliv lying South-
ward ; that the founders of muny ftouriihing cities of the great Kepublic
bore names familiar to our ear and illustrious in our annals.

Three eventful dutes, 1*.')!>. 17T5 and IH12 hear witness to a period
of disaKreement and warfare. Rut the «i-eiie has long siince changed.

From the very dawn of the Ktigli^h regime in Cenada. my preile

cessors in office have clone their utmost ,, maintain the loyalty of their

flock to the British Crown. And today, that the echo of the Ih'^' Hbot'i

exchanged between the rival brothers on either side of the boundary-
line has long ago died away, I am happy to join with our fellow
countrymen in fraterni/.ing with our peace-loving neighbors, and,
above nil. in rendering thanks to Heaven for such a long period of
blessed :ii restful peace.

I h.ivH thf honor to be
Youra fr'ily.

f K. N. CAHniNAI. BW.IN,
Vrchbishop of (Quebec.

Letters of similar tenor to the foregoing have also been rei'cived

from the F'rimate of the Church of Englaml. the Modcrutor of the
Presbyterian Church, the General Superintendent of the .Methodist
Church, the Chairman of the Congregational I'nion, the fui>erinten(lent
of the Baptist Home Mission Boaril, and others.

The Association, while expressing the desire that the [irogramrre
for the religions celebration of February Hth ne.xt will com|)rise a

ilivine service -n the morning and another in the evening, leaves to
the discretion n! the Bishops of the various dioceses the i actet and
order of the services to be adoptecl in their respective churi es.

The protni.seil co-operation of all the Churches augurs well for the
success of the celebration. .\s an example of the attitude of the
Catholic Churches in the Unitecl Stales .the following extracts from a

letter from His Eminence. Cardinal Gibbons, addresseil to the Hon.
Alton B. Pailccr, one of the pruminent olTicers of the .\mericnii Pea -e

Centenary Committee, may be cited:—
"I etnnot refrain from expressing to yon 'ujr letter mjr views anent the

nioTement now on foot to promote closer and more nmirnble reUttons
between Kngland and this ronntry. whirh embrace practically the Englinli-
ipeakinit world. T am persuaded tbnt thi- siicninfc nt n treaty of arbitration
between Oreat Britain and tti' t'nited Stntea wnnld not only be a source of
incalculable hieasiniri to these two great powers, but would (to far toward
the maintenance of permanent international peace throughout fhi-' eirilited
world.

"Both of these (treat nations have mun.v things in ci.nimon. We
live under virtually the siime form of government. The head of
one government is a King, the head of the other nation is a President:
Kujliind JB governed by a Constitutional Monarchy; the United Slates are
rnlid by a Constitutional Republic. And I believe that both of these
nntions have been more successful in adjusting and reconciling Ugitimate
authority with personal liberty than any other country of the world.

"England is mistress of the ocean. Her ships ply tlirougb evary sea
on the globe. Her flag floats over every harbor of t'le world. Her Empire
embraces territory comprising 10.000.000 of square miles, or about one
fifth of the whole globe. (irMnt was the Roman Empire in the days of her
imperial splendor. It extended info Europe as far as the River Danube:
into Aaia ss far as the Tigris and Euphrates, and into Africa as far as
Mauritania. .\nd yet the Roman Fmpire was scarcely one-sixth of the exteat
of the British Empire of to-day. It was Daniel Webster who, in a speech
delivered in the American Senate about sixty-three years ago, thus described
the extent ot the British possessions: 'She has dotted the whole surface of


