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and the greatest belt th«t tJw earth had ever known, in lliohijran and Minnesota, had been wiped out by the
axe and fire until at tlie present day the conditions rcsfnililcd thos*- of the pireliistoric east, where the forcstit
were wiped out and the deserts now mark where the waving trww »too<l.

In the Southern States and on the Pacific Coa-xt there »us a liif? supply. Imt it woidd not last long. Can-
ada, therefore, and particularly tlw great north. t)ntario and liritisli foluinbin. niiitit meet the ilemand, and
at that, Ontario with her thirty billion twt of wl.itc pine, plavc.l a small part, u« this would but for si.\ years
stand the onslaught that was made in Michigan and onlv some years longer stand the present rate of use.

On the great north and the Pacific Coast with its Douglas fir Or Clark l(K.ked to deal with the whole
world. Transportation was made the great problem, but in a few years with the Flill road, the (}. T. 1'.

and the C. P. K., the timber would come out in large (piantities. l.«ter. too, the Panama Canal would per-
mit of steamship routes with all ports of the world, wlienas now only sailing vessels could afford to make
the trip around the Horn.

"Provinct," Ifancottver, 'S.C, August t9th, 1908.

American Discusses Qreat Value of Coast Timber.
Alabama Kailwny Mugruattt Vrgtn Meuaiirtnt Uere to Prevent Wastf.

Valuable Object Lesson.
Ten Years will IVItncwt ICxhaustioii of Yellow IMnc in Southern Statew.

"In its standing timber liritisli Columbia lias an asset ol' aimcx-t iiualculablc value. If the peoi)le of
this province and the Pacific Coast States generally would only realize tlii- they would adopt the most strin-

gent regulations for fire protection, and enforee iiietliods teiuiiitg to |)reserve the present ruthless waste in
connection with lumltering operatitmis," said Col. i:. L. |{ii>v'll of .Mobile. .Via., to The Province at the Hotel
Vancouver to-day.

Col. Kussell is the vice-president and executive bead ol' the Mohjle and Ohio Uailway, which extends
through Alabama. Mississippi, Tennessee and a |w.rtion nl' Illinois to St. Louis. Mo. The system biu-i a mile-
age of twelve buiidreil miles, and taps large In inln'r and mining rc'.'ions of the Southern States. He has
made a study of the lundier industry as well as otiier features of tlie economic life of the large territorv tapp-
ed by bis railway. He is now on liis way borne via the Canadian Pacific liailway aftir a tour aerows the
continent over the Xorthern Pacific. The colonel i< travelling in a private ear and is aeeompanied bv bis
family. Stops will be made at various resort^ in llie Selkirks ami itoikies.

liiiliorliiiiir I,/ I.iimtii'i- Tniitv.

"The Mobile & Ohio the year before last slioucd gross earnings of eleven milli<m dollars, tuentv-five per
cent, of wliicli wan derived from the carriage of InmI.er. Wliat bearing has that on the pr..^er\ali('in of the
timber wealth of Itniish Colund)ia:- Well, just a iittie le>>on this provine.^ mav gain from our .xperieiiees
in the south. The ci.ttiiig of our yellow j.iue ana- I as l.een going on so fast that the indnstrv will not be a
factor eleven or twelve years hence. Lumber fioin ,e Paeifir Coast in.vts oars in eompetition in the ini(hllc
wn*t. Do you realize what Pacific Coast timher will l,e worth when .mr forest w.'altli. little more than a
decade b.'nc. will be a thing of the iiast? Of e,iiis.. the financial panic •leat.d a leniporarv lull in tif lum-
k;r imirkcts. hut already con.litions arc getting hack to normal. Lumber is the first i„ |Ve| the eff.rts of
tight money ami the last to recover. It is tb.'refore si-nifieant. thai the deiiiami for cars last month showed
a markc.1 increase over the previous six moiill s. I take il that times will iinprovr rapidlv all over th,' coun-
try despite the imp.'ndiiig jjnsidential .l.vtion. So assnr.'.l are riilwav nninagrrs over the outlook that (hev
are getting ready for a big freight movement. Tli,' south will !), the first to feel the iwival. as the eotloii,
grain and tobai-co erojis will he very al)nmlant.

Twenty years ago timluT down south .owl.l I,;m, heen bought lor a mere soni:. I know of an instanw-
where a lurty n^rnlly refused * to an acre f..r a il irlv thousand acre pin., tract that wa. a,-.,uired ,mt manv
years ago for |1..'>(» an acre.

Cli(iiii/is ill KIcvi'ii )'i(ir.i.

"Vancouver has made giant strides since my last visit here eleven vears ago. Its future as a seaport is
•econd to none on the Pacific. There is no t-scap,. from this conclusion owing to the city's geographical sit-


