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ferent only in degree, of originality. Hsseniially, Creation is

originality, and originality is creation, and Imtli are divine.

Before astronomy was a science, the inflnencts of ihc stars

haci already made human faith simpler and human h« arts mote

kind. Thus, of many star myths cherished by our aboriginal

predecessors on this continent i.s one in which a star was said to

have loved a beautiful maiden and to have shone awhile each

evening where she could gaze upon it ere her eyes closed in joy-

ous and refreshing sleep, for she also lovtd the star. Hut one

day, in the blinding light, her celestial lover lost all trace of her

and coulil not finil her again though he sought for her all round

the world every »lay.

In the final judgment we are all youn<;, and our childlike

hearts are led to hope thai it became ])i»sil)le for '.his lnvelonclv

star to assume the heroic guise of some adventurous voyagelir,

and, in such a cap.icity, to seek and find the beloved maiden in

the form of a fairy princess, the elfiu child of .'•oiiie great Algon-

kian chieftain, to glorious womanhood grown, and that they to-

gether explored the vales of the Peace Kiver, the Athabasca, and

even the Mackenzie, before HeiH\- or Sir Ale.sandcr Mackenzie

had opened those teiritories to oui commerce,

The astronomical myths of our own land are not ptciiliar in

the fact that they lend a subtle and poetic fancy to our dreams.

livery nomadic race throughout time has had a purer religion

and a more perfect poetry because it gazed much upon the

heavens, and, with that chief faculty of religion which we call

imagination, heard the morning stars chant their orisons to the

soul of all who hides within the dawn, and comes forth again in

dream when the deep billows of the dark roll ii]) the cast, releas-

ing the great white armies of the skv.

We cite only one foreign example. ICvery one knows how
a star is believed to have led three sages from far e.Tstern tlcserts

to the city of peace wherein the gh .ions Prince of IVace was to

be born.

If the ])re-sciciitific coutemplatiou of the stais bad an elTect

so salutary ujion those who in.ide them their frieiuN, how much
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