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1NTEUPROVINCIAL TRADE.

The commercial object of Confederation 
was th> development of lnterprovlnclal 
trade. Under the strangling baud of the 
Reciprocity Treaty of 1854 that trade had 
fallen In I860, when the treaty was ab
rogated by the United States, to $2,000,- 
000 per year, being leas by half a million 
of dollars than the value of the trade In 
1853. Since Confederation our yearly lu- 
terprovlnclal trade has gone up by leaps 
and bounds, until now It Is larger than 
either our export or our Import trade, as 
th» appended estimate by Mr. Johnson

Trade of the two central prov
inces with the outer provlnves.$150,000,000

Trade of the two central prov
inces with each other .........  115,000,000

Trade of the three Maritime 
provinces with each other .. 30,000,000 

Trade of the Western provinces 
and territories with each 
other ........................................ 20,000,000

Total .....................................$315,000,000
Or say, $60 per head.

All of which goes to show that Confed
eration Is attaining Its object, and that, 
as Mr. Johnson points out, It would be 
“letting out at the bung-hole and pour
ing In at the spigot to obtain reciprocal 
trade relations with the United States at 
the expense of our lnterprovlnclal trade."

But what Is British Columbia's share In 
all this lnterprovlnclal trade, for which she 
Is paying, as we have seen, a three-fold 
price? Under a compelling tariff her im
ports from the Eastern provinces are con
siderable. But Imports will not make a 
market for her products or make a trade. 
A trade Implies an interchange of products 
or make a trade. A trade Implies an In
terchange of products and commodities— 
an lnterprovlnclal give-and-take. With 
this Interchange the lnterprovlnclal, next 
to the home market, Is the beet market, 
and, like the quality of mercy, blesseth 
him that gives and him that takes. The 
economic value and one of the objects of 
Confederation Is to develop for each prov
ince a free market for Its products and 
commodities In the other provinces. What, 
then, of British Columbia's exports to the 
other provinces? These consist chiefly of 
lumber, shingles, fish and fruit, to the 
Territories and the Eastern provinces, and 
goods to the Yukon. From a comparison 
of figures to be found In the reports of the 
various boards of trade and after allow 
ances of every kind in Its favor, this trade 
does not exceed $3,000,000.

Thus, British Columbia being 3 per cent, 
of the whole population, pays 8 per cent, 
of the price of Confederation, and gets In 
return 1 per cent, of Its trade benefits.

Or, taking all the figures from the statis
tics for last year, we find that all the 
provinces contributed to the Dominion the 
sum of $36.197,340. of which British Col
umbia contributed $2,945,831, or upwards 
of 8 per cent., and that all the provinces 
enjoyed the profits on an lnterprovlnclal

turn over of $315,000,000, the profits on 
$3,000,000 of this only, or less than 1 per 
veut., golqg to British Columbia.

So that, whether we take the figures 
of the British Columbia government's case, 
covering, as they do, the whole period of 
lier union experience, or whether we take 
the trade and navigation returns for 1908, 
we find that the other provinces are mak 
lug from 8 to 0 times as much money out 
of the Confederation per head of their 
population as British Columbia Is, and. 
oLversely, that British Columbia Is pay 
lug from 8 to 9 time* as much for the 
trade benefits of Confederation as, com
pared with the other provinces, she ought 
t) pay.

CONFEDERATION SENTIMENT.
These figures are In themselves eloquent 

of the Incidences of a treaty with the Do
minion entered Into without full knowledge 
of the consequences on either side. They 
do not, however, constitute an arraign
ment of Confederation, because that has 
accomplished an Ideal more Important from 
a national point of view than the materia’ 
disadvantages under will* we labor as a 
province. Confederation has cemented a 
series of Isolated communities stretching 
across the continent of North America 
and made Canada' Into a nation of which 
we as British Columbians share a com
mon pride. Confederation contributed to 
British Columbia, with the other provinces, 
many advantages, which It would not 
otherwise have possessed. It lifted the 
province out of the slough of despond at 
a time when Its energies were stagnant 
and further development lmpractlcab’e 
with the resources available. It opened 
up the country to a view of Its own 
possibilities. Confederation has done 
a"! the parts of a great confederation, 
much; but for the advantages which came 
with It British Columbia paid a high price. 
The Dominion, fearful of the coase- 
quences of securing an asset, the value 
oi which was doubtful, drove a hard bar
gain. and British Columbia, powerless to 
impose better terms, and to a large ex
tent In darkness as to the future, accept
ed the terms offered with hopes fur the 
best. No one was wise enough—how, In
deed, could he have been—to foresee the 
result of the operations of the relation» 
with the Federal government. Confeder
al* on was an experiment—a leap In the 
dark It was the only alternative In 
sight, and from a national point of view — 
'even from n provincial standpoint— 
oac regrets it.

The arrangement was entered Into with 
confidence In the good faith of the Do
minion, that If Inequalities, Injustices, or 
Inequitable results arose out of It, these 
would be adjusted, as. Indeed, they should 
b-. Th<> Federal compact Is based prlmar 
i’.v on the good not only of the whole, 
hut of each component part. It Is, there
fore. Incumbent upon the Dominion au
thorities to Inquire Into our conditions and 
tk<* burdens and grievances Incidental to 
our relations wth Ottawa, and, In order


