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proceeding obliquely to the middle N«rvei very fine and once-

forked. Terminal leaflet broad, '/hit* r< rn so closely resembles

Peeopterii Serlii and P- l«nchiliea tbit i should have been dis-

posed to refer it to one or othc l ( i > o species, but for the

characters above stated, w 'ih ii.p«>"i to be constant. P.

Serlii is abundant in the Low. .
' >.' '>oi) f< ous of northern New

Brunswick, and P. lonckUica is Vn i u it > uunon Fern through-

out the whole thickness of the .'0(i>Mr>, (. oal Measures; but in

neither locality does the fern foi . li a

account I think it probable that tl i- it'

Murchinaon's Siluria 2nd Eklition y '21

Dale is figured as P. lonehitica. .
' .( " >

the engraving, may be identical '
' h the

ity, St. John." It will be seen how far f:

. 'ohn ocrur. On this

- n real) ''•'t'nct. In

a ttsii r' !)i ^lebrook

., v< jtin judge from

rr I species. Local-

m <^atic about its

separation from A. lonehitica ' -awson w..„ n: this original

account of his St. John plant. Th( specimen figured by Murchison

is among his Carboniferous fossils, so it i» obvious from

the concluding sentence of Dav. son, quoted above, that he was

inclined to believe his plant the same as the Carboniferous form.

Iv will be seen from the above description that the principal

character on which stresn is now laid by Dr. Matthew, via.,

the dis-cuntinaance of the decurrent bases, is absolutely opposed

to one of the mun features given in Dawson's diagnosis of the

tjrpe, vis, the connexion between the decurrent lower sides

"to form a sort of margin to the rachis." Those who would

uphold the difference of "discrepana" from lonehitica and its

character as a St. John zone fossil, are thus placed in a dilemma.

They must either give up the last remaining character by which

they separate "discrepans" from the Coal Measures form.'*,

when they must merge it with lonchilica; or they must reject

the decurrent continuous bases described and figured by Dawson

and look on them as fantasmal.

But the valuelessness of this point as a character on which

to base specific distinction is immediately apparent on turning

over the principal figures of the European A. lonehitica (for

references sec Kidston, 1911, p. 62) where both varieties are

about equally numerous. Furthermore, in large specimens,

e.g. in the Paris collections,, one can find the continuous and

discontinuous bases in different portions of the same specimen.
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