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In the last few years, there has been growing insis-
tence in Canadian political debate on the need to
olve What is referred to as an “industrial strategy”.
Less widely known in this country is the fact that
mnational industrial strategies or policies are also
coming to represent an important topic of discussion
“world councils, such as the Organization for Eco-
mic Co-operation .and Development, where such
rrangements are viewed with some concern.
: It seems fitting that attention should be focused
n the matter of governmental support to Canada’s
anufacturmg sector during 1979, for this year marks
‘the -100th anniversary of the introduction of the
_»famous ‘National Policy by Sir John A. Macdonald.
Since 1979 is also the 40th anniversary of the start of
_the Second World War, whose origins can be traced
t least in part to the failure of the international
conomic system in the 1930s — and most notably to
he stifling of trade through excessive import protec-
_tionism — it appears a particularly appropriate year
or'exammatlon of an ever-crucial question: the rela-
nsh1p between the search for industrial expansion
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Manufacturing
Macdonald’s National Policy was
any means entirely an exercise in mdustnal develop
ment. Nonetheless, although that ingenious politica
construct involved many elements outside the real
of what we would now call industrial policy — 1t i3 resour
included measures promotmg railway building, settle- |1 nologi
ment of the western prairie, and large-scale immigra- Thus
tion — probably its most important effect was the 14 aid -fo
foundation it helped to lay for the establishment of 1§ hgh-
a broadly-based manufacturing sector in Canada. R
One may usefully consider the role of the Natiopal {3 peten
Policy in the evolution of the Canadian economy and £} for n:
policy over the past hundred years, because it had an i earlie
underlying purpose — or set of purposes — that can i{ ber o
be seen as very relevant, still, to the sorts of concerns to pr
motivating our search for industrial strategies today- [ essen
The goals that were to be served by the N ational [{ notew
Policy — and in particular by the system of import i civiliz
tariffs that formed a part of its overall design — ar¢ lence
the eternal objectives of any nation: ‘wealth, strength 0wn
and unity. Creating a complex of manufacturmg in- wond
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