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CO-OPS PARTII

PHILOSOPHY

OTTAWA (CUP) — The first co-op is recorded to have been started in Rochdale, England,
by several weavers who felt they were being fleeced by local retail stores handling their dry
goods. To defend their common economic interest they pooled their savings to set up their own
store, selling their goods in direct competition with the established retail stores.

Co-ops have changed agood deal since this initial start. They have certain institutionalized
rules. They have a philosophy. But they still retain their basic characteristic — a system by
which they can successfully defy the contemporary economic system which, when analysed, is
found to be an economic and social system as well.

Some say co-operativism is the middle way between Capitalism and Communism, two eco-
nomic systems based on ownership. Neither of these systems exists in a co-operative house.

The student co-op is the middle way between these two extremes because it is owned and
operated by the consumer. A co-op member owns (or shares ownership with others) his co-op
only during the time he is using it. When he ceases to use his services as .aconsumer his con-

dition as owner ceases. ! { 4
To put the above in concrete terms, d student shares the ownership of his co-op residence

when he lives in it, paving his way and doing his fags. But when he ceases ‘o avail himself of
its services and no longer does his fags he no longer acts as an owner of the co-op.

Included in the phenomenon of cwnership is the responsibility to govern. Student housiug
co-ops adhere to the principles of '‘one man, one vote!!, "*direct democracy’!, and ''open mem-
bership?’. This last principle is important to note in order to combat the argument that frater-
nity residences are essertially co-ops.

This is not the case.

The above principles are the essence of a co-op. But the degree to which it fulfills other
re quire ments dictate the quality of a co-op. Direct o parcipatory democracy pertains not only
to the structures of house government. It affects interpersonal relationships within the co-op.
It is a community, in harmony net because it conforms '{o one philosophy or another, but be-
cause it recognizes that, within certain limits, conformity should not be unwillingly forced
upon anyone’s soul.

This point became contentious at the CUS co-op seminar held at Waterloo University un-
der the sponsorship of the co-operative Insurance Services group earlier this month. The semi-
nar was unstructured in itself, and the consensus of the delegates seemed to be that co-op
should retain their purity by de-emphasizing the importance of administrative and legislative
structures in favour of pure anarchy, or something approaching it.

The advocates of anarchism argues that pure co-operation should not require these struc-
tures in order to maintain discipline — right-thinking students should automatically be aware
of their responsibilities in this area without the need for "’law and order’’ structures which
typify Western society.

The debate is academic. The form of government, its structure, its strength, depends to a
large megsure upon the character of the co-operators. If they can manage an anarchy, this is
fine. On the other hand, the majority would find a modified democracy, with certain modified
sanctions on all members more suitable, L

RESIDENCE ACCOMODATION

Each year a number of vancancies occur in the University
of New Brunswick Residence System at Christmas. Anyone
who is interested in moving into residence at that time, is
asked to come to the Residence Administration Office and
apply before October 31.

B. M. McKeown
Acting Dean of Men's Residences

GRADUATE BUSINESS
SCHOOL

The Department of Business Administration will answer
questions ahbout Graduate Business Schools, in Canada and
the U.S.A., at an evening meeting to be held in November.
Those interested should leave their name, address, phone
number with the departmental secretary at 475-9471 Local 251.

The Admission Test for Graduate Study in Business will be
held on campus on February 3rd. Application forms are avail-
able from the Department, first floor back, Carleton Hall or by
writing to Educational Testing Service, Box 966, Princeton,
N.J., 08540, U.S.A.

ROSS DRUG UNITED

prcdcn‘plion .S‘pccialiala
402 QUEEN at YORK 454-4451

AFTER HOURS 475-6208

602 QUEEN at REGENT 475-3142

AFTER HOURS 475-8127

206 Rookwood Av.
af MEDICAL CUNIC 454-4311

AFTER HOURS 472-2140
THE REXALL DRUG STORES

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVAN CEMENT?

UNLIMITED!
You’ll Be Starting At The Bottom!

A challenging career opportunity in a rapidly expanding exploration and
producing company awaits you.

ACCOUNTANTS
required by

PAN AMERICAN PETROLEUM
CORPORATION

(Calgary, Alberta)

Interviews for Regular Employment

Thursday, November 2, 1967
with
Postgraduales and Graduates
in

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION & COMMERCE

Pan American is a major producer of oil, natural gas and sulphur. The company’s
operations now embrace British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Yukon, North
West Territories, and the Atlantic and Pacific coastal waters.

We can offer excellent salaries, benefits end opportunities for advancement.

For Company and position information contact your Placement Office.

H.R.DOANF. AND COMPANY

WINSPEAR, HIGGINS,

STEVENSON AND DOANE
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

will have represenlatives on campus

October 27,1967

to interview interested students in

L]
(1) Business Administration

2nd., 3rd., or 4th. year

(2) Arts
4th. year - general

4th. year - econamics majors

(3) Science

4th. year - maths mgjors

For further details see your Placement Officer.

MOVIE ATPLAYHOUSE

Starring SUNDAY AT 8:30

John Payne
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Students With Passes 75¢



