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On Fehra
This past week, the shoes of 2,500

freshmen tramped the length and
breadth of campus, as they Oc-
customed themselves to life in an
academic community.

The persons wha are wearing
those shoes may think they now be-
long in this community of scholars,
but if they do, they are sadly mis-
taken.

For among them are the husband-
hunters, card-players, and social
drinkers.

When this year's crop of f resh-
men store away their "f rosh" but-
tons as mementoes to show proudly
ta their children and grandchildren,
they do flot become accepted resi-
dents of this universîty community*

Mony of them, it is true, actual ly
live within the campus boundories
or within walking distance of build-
ings where scores of academic
searches for truth are underway.
Unfortunately, this physical contact
does flot justify the spiritual ond
mental one.

Folk singers and football games
do not a university moke. They con-
tribute taoan overaîl atmosphere,
but they do not justify our being
called a university.

Among other things, a unîversity
is a place where the ideals of learn-

ing are nurtured amid hundreds of
thousands of books.

Todlay, freshman were introduced
formally to this element of the uni-
versity, when they had their f irst
opportunity to listen ta professors.

As the year progresses, we hope
the newcomers take that oppor-
tunity ta listen, and then do more
thon sit meekly at the back of lec-
ture halls. We trust they will speak
out, and challenge the abilities and
imaginations of those who must face
them two or three times o week.

Students must issue challenges ta,
and ask questions of, their profes-
sors, if they are ever ta leorn. When
there is no stimulating dialogue in
a lecture room, heads nod, empty
seats prapagate themselves and
learning ceoses.

The anus is on aur students ta
produce the dialogue, înstead of
sitting back and witing for pro-
fessars ta stimulate it.

And sa, as this Freshman Intro-
duction Week ends in a flurry of
classes, books and assignments, we
trust that leorning con begin ogain.

Now freshmen con begin their
attempt ta jain an ocademic cam-
munity by applying themselves dili-
gently ta the work which surely lies
ohead.

The mast recent campus mop in-
dicates o rectongulor area earmark-
ed for o new university print shop.

We are olso told the provincial
gavernment's spending estimates
for the current fiscal yeor contain
$150,000 for o building ta rise on
that site.

With these two indicators, it
seems fairly safe ta say the uni-
versity is planning ta expand its
printing focilities - but by how
much we do not knaw.

It is hoped the university hos
recognized the need for printing
facilities whîch some day might
justify the nome "University of AI-
berta Press," just as printing facili-
ties at the world's greotest universi-
ties have creoted nomes such as the
University of Chicago Press.

Our present outmoded print shop,
Iocated behind the engineering
building, con occammodate only a
small fraction of the prining jobs
it is offered.

Last winter, the "University of AI-
berta Press" produced only one best-
seller, and a dubiaus one at thot.
The book was a treatise on poultry
diseases.

The print shop's overcrowded faci-
lities also monaged ta produce the
university calendar, assorted signs,

posters, The Gatewoy and university
examinotians.

With the exception of thot last
job, deodlines were seldom met, de-
spite almost heroic efforts by print
shop employees.

Our twa linotype operators mon-
aged ta stay only three days ahead
of O rising tide af finaI exomînations
f rom literally hundreds of courses
tought at this university.

Today, aur university book store
proudly displays books written by
U of A employees. However, how
many of these books were printed by
the "University of Alberta Press?"
Preciaus few.

Within f ive yeors, The Gotewuy
will be a daily newspaper printed
accardîng ta press deadlines every
bit as strict as those of professianal
dailies.

Within f ive yeors, more and more
faculty members will be producing
boaoks.

There will be mare posters, signs
and final examinotions, os the uni-
versity continues ta expond.

In short, U of A's reputation os
on institution of higher learning
could be enhanced by the provision
of focilities ta print the material
which will ploinîy advertise thot
fact.

Ride To Vote

TIhe Lousiest Rag
B y Doug Wallcer

As a Gateway staff writer for the
last severol years, 1 must admit 1
have neyer been tao disturbed by
complo ints regordi ng this newspop-
er, as they filter into the office.

This, of course, should not be
taken ta mean The Goteway is above
criticism; but simply, that the nature
of the ottocks most often renders
them, not it, impotent.

Too mony persons equate The
Gatewoy with o doily newspaper,
and judge it by those standards. This
is a folsely-held judgment, because
o university newspaper does not
have the oims, content or philo-
sophy, nat ta mention the paid staff
of o doily newspaper.

The Goteway's Edtor-in-Chief is
naw in the process of defining his
policy for the yeor, and it will, I am
sure, be oriented more toword on
academic community thon toward
the generol public.

Errors in writing, editing and
moke-up con for the present be ot-
tributed ta inexperience. But even
when these oreas improve, they
should flot be the principle subjects
of criticism directed ot the poper.

It is the content of a newspoper
which is the heart of that news-
paper.

As for those who soy The Gate-
way is "the lousiest rag I ever a,
they are octually soying nothing.
For these are the persans who are
canspicuaus by their absence f rom
the office ot times when they could
be doing something ta correct the
situation.

A survey done for The Gatewoy
by o graduoting Commerce closs lost
spring hos revealed o number of in-
one comments about this publica-
tion, such as: It is diffîcult ta de-
cîde whether it is a newspaper or
toilet poper," and It is nat follow-
ing the university motta 'whatsoever

things are true" and it should."
Such comments certoinly did flot aid
us in finding out what this campus
wants in its newspopers, even if
some of them were well meant.

Frequently, U of A students have
told us we concentrote too much an
subjects such os sex, giving them o
for higher priority in news columns
thon they should receive. However,
most of these complaints, when osk-
ed ta identify stories which displeos-
ed them, cannat do sa. When speci-
f ic exomples are not given in cases
such as these, there is not much we
con do about themn.

Other critics soy the newspaper
should be more critical of govern-
mental and administrative octivities
and ocodemic offerings at this uni-
versity. They olso suggest it should
oct as a student spokesman. When
these persans are willing to make
these criticisms constructive ones by
namîng alternatives ta existing
forces an ondon, we ore willing
ta listen.

Came inta aur editorial offices
and speak with on editarial board
member, if you have such criticism.
It is the kind of criticismn we need.

It is much eosier ta get ta the
base of the problem at hand by this
methad. Much more con came out
of such o discussion thon con f rom
o letter, even thaugh we welcome
written comment.

I have tried ta give aur critics
some guidelines, targets ta shoot ot.
When you are specific we con ex-
tend individual cases into generol
principles ta be followed aIl the
time. When you are constructive,
we con function os an extension of
student opinion.

Above ail, be frequent.
You moy even wind up wrîting on

editorial column such os this.

A Step Akead


