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How the United States Fariner is coming înto the Canadian West to'help grow grain for the British Empire.

TH E W HE EL S
Retrospect of th4 e Period 1900 to 1910 in Prosperous Canada

P ROG RE S
ONCE during the development of the mostprogressive country the world had ever

seen a man named Henry George wrote a
book which hie called "Progress and Pov-erty." The book was based upon the single tax ideaand for a time was widely read. 'People have al-most forgotten it now-the doctrine that the more acountry progresses the more and more sharply cornethe lines of cleavage between the very rich and theextremely poor. In Canada we have flot yet corneto the stage in progress where poverty sticks out.Most of the poverty in Canada is imported. Therewas a time in the pioneer days ýwhen poverty wasthe main way. Most of our forefathers were cradlcdin penury. But they fought out of it and their de-scendants have corne into a fat land which if flotfiowing with milk and honey has as fertile a tale forthe average man as any other in the world. Duringthe recent financial slump Canada suffered less thanany other country and this in spite of the necessaryimportation of large blocks of capital from abroad.1Since the great pick-up in the beginning of thisCentury or thereabouts this country bas neyer knowna real set-badç. We ha 've managed to proceed main-ly on the principle that a year of plenty in naturalproducts means a good year in. the factories, thewarehouses an6r the stores. We have flot yet comneVo the merely finiancial stage which enables somnemen to "hog"ý the produets of the land while thediligent rnany get the pinch. We are an agrîcultural,commercial and industrial people. Tt is to be hopedthat for long we shail remaini so. Financiers areeasy to geV. We have a few and s;orne good ones.We do noV expect them to grow ton opulent at otherpeople's expense. The fruits of induistry and thewages of labour are the chief good of any nation.

Lookinig back over the past year and again over
the firs± fine years of this developmnentaî Century,it is of interest' Vo, notice sorte of the signis of pro-gress that are solid and sure and uinmistakable;tokenis irhat speak of thrift and of good managementanid a largely sane otitlook on life. Mr. ByronWalker says in his recent presidential mnessage thatwev are recovering from the slump if anytbing toorapidly; but of course no condition of -things everquite pieased Mr. Walker, who, however, 15 usuallya sane constructive prophet and is welI worth listen-ing Vo Mhen hie speaks on behaîif o)f the l3ank of

commerce.

The West as a Barometer.
Natnirally in the few more or less randoi symp-toms of progress observable in this country the Westfigures as a sort of baroieter. We bave b)ecomne ac-customned to looking Vo the West for the signs of theimnes because the West is rapidly becoming the chiefproduction centre in raw niaterials and is sbiftingthe centre of consumption Vowards Winnipeg, TheseVwo factors-prodnction and consumption at home-determnie very largely a country's prosperity.Markets abroad are a secondary consideration. Can-ada fias ber share of these. Bîut in the developmnentof local, national centres of consuminption as well a-,

Of areas of production must core the bulk of our
progress.

Taking the two new provinces there are figuresto show that the gain in ýpopulation alone in twelvecities has been seventy per cent. in a period of threeyears and 284 per cent. in the past nine years.
PO(PULýATION., 0F TWELVC WFSTPRNq CANAi5IAN CITIES.
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lîtN'ne years ago the number of infornmation Pointsled by Bradstreets in the area represented by thelm"( new provinlces was seven hunidred and ineteenl.Last year the number had grown to 2,32o0. Thenlumlber of traders and business bouises listed by this;
fil-im in, the beginning of the century was 5,,389. Firstof Januiary this year the numiber1 had grown Vo 17)-Sîio, w7hich is ani increase of two hunidred per cent.Thle cuistomns returns forthe samie period show anincrease of sevenl hundred per cent., whicli is almost,one hutndred per cent, a year over the original
showing.

Taking the province of Alberta alone the recordfor municipal developmnit shows Vhirty-five villagescreated, fifteen towns established, and four cities in-corporated sînce the inauguration ceremonies -in1905. The four niew cities are Medicine Hat, Letb-bridge, Wetaskiwin and Strathcona, aIl of which arethe newest of the new. compared to Edmonton andCalgary, whichi were made cities just a litVle whileago and about the same timne as Regina and Prince
Albert.

In the period sinice provincial autonomly was es-'tablished theý old centres have cone to be metropol-ises distribulting goods and People over large areas.Calgary bias its owni territory and its huindred thon-sand club. Edmonton lias a vastl -y larger area andexpects to be to the new riortliwest as a point of dis-tribrition jus-t what she was to the old fur post terri-tory. Both tlese places have more than doubledpopulation since the auitoinm, bill. Regina has auimilar s-tory second only in importance to the jother:wo; but the capital of a province which lias forgedhbead to the premier place in wheat production,' thbe7ield for 1909 being over eîgbty million bushels, or!uite two-thirds the entire production for the West.'ýzskatoon has become a flotirishing railway centrerid Moosejaw developed into a big trading point.It wotild take a book Vo trace the uniprecedenitedj
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Canadian railways have made tremien<(gress during i908. Most of the Uines buithe year are IocaVed in Western Canada,is estimated that, Vwenty-eight million doexpended on new'wOrk during the twelv(The Grand Trunk Paciflc is now runnirfroni Winnipeg Voi Edmonton and w'Ill shonearly one bundred lines of tracks ini operaof the latter. city. Early in the spring itmence Vo operate trains betweeni Winnipeg
William.

The Canadian Pacific bas added so ulines that it is now said Vo be the largestsystem in the world, It is expected that itsthis year will amoulit Vo one hundred midollars, exceeding that of the Govern
Canada.

Thle Canadian Northern is aIsêl growifast and has somiewhere about five thousa:i operation, one Vhouisand miles inndci-t i-ansl
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