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Leader of the Ontario Liberals.
fTRorS cton.c Every mar li ot.T hee

NTArO pctoitca dves mare eingot.T hee
leadership of Ontario Liberalism steps
Mr. Newton Wesley Rowell; in tlie stead

of Mr. A. G. MacKay.
The Province of Ontario lias not lad enougli

electioneering tliis f al. Shortly returning officers
will be back at tlieir jobs again. On December lltli,
country voters will be slipping merrily beliind
sleiglibellsto the polîs. That niglit, in 'Toronto,
Hlamilton, London, Kingston and Brockville, little
knots of people will sliiver. about tlie newspaper
offices watching the screen tell the verdict of the
great Province of Ontario upon the administration
of Sir *James Whitney.

The Ontario elections promise to be more in-
teresting tlian was at first anticipated, when Sir
Janmes Wliitney announced a few weeks ago, the
intention of lis'governiment to appeal to tlie country.
Tliis is, largely because of the sùdden revivification
of the Liberal Opposition.

During the past montli they appear to liave
awakened. Probably tlie recent reci-
procity landslide,- which smaslied thé
party in the Federal arena, nmade the
Ontario section realize that they were
somewliat "on their uppers." At any
rate, tbe other day at thé convention
of tlie Ontario Liberals in Toronto,
important changes were made in tlie
organization of the Liberal figliting
machine for the coming figît. Hon.
Mr. MacKay resigned the leadership
of the Opposition. Mr. N. W. Rowell,
K.C., a prominent Toronto lawyer, was
introdticed to the convention as his
successor amid scenes of great en-
thusiasm.

Mr. Rowell represents young and
new blood ini the Ontario Liberal party.
He is a young man; forty-four on al-
most the very day lie was tendered the
leadership. Not rnany men receive a
birthday gift of sudh weiglit as lie did
at his age. Numbers cf the delegates, MR
wbo made the presentation toý Mr. Elected P
Rowell, were young men from the de-
batinz clubs in the towns and cities of

notion tliat lie would like some day to electrify
audiences, a common idea-of budding lawyers. He
joined a London debating organization, the Baconian
Club, and began to exercise lis vocal powers. Poli-
tics lie talked with vigour. At election time, lie
stumped tlirougli the Middlesexes. And in the home
of the Blakes and the Ross's hie steeped himself
in Liberalism.

By 1891, wlien Rowell received his law degree
f rom Osgoode Hall, lie liad a sound legal ground-
ing and good oratorical abulity. With these assets
lie started out to, conquer thie big world of Toronto.
By lis application, inspiring manner, and genius
for making friends in a quiet way, N . W. Rowell,
K.C., is one of the leading barristers in Ontario's
Capital, and head of a numerous firm. Also Mr.
Rowell is one of the chief laymen in the Metliodist
Church, and a leader in the Laymen's Missionary
Movement. Besides these activites, lie is somewhat
of a sport-a golf er and curler; a clubman, and a
member of tlie Universityof Toronto Senate.

Mr. Rowell lias neyer sat in parliament. In 1900,
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MR. R. W. LEONARD,
,ppointed Chairgian, Tranacon

MEN 0F TO-DAY
to power, Mr. Flemming entered the Cabinet. Ail
along, next tu the Premier, hie was looked upon as
the ablest man on the goverriment side. It was his
slashing attacks on the finance administration, that
largely contr-ibuted to, the victory of his side. His
power in debate is, perbaps,Mr. Flemming's chief
characteristic. He is also in frequent demand as a
speaker outside of parliament. Only the other day
hie was invited by the Canadian Club of Boston to
deliver an address in that city.

One of the first profects the new Premier will
try to pusli to a conclusion is the 'St. John Valley
Railroad, which, for some time, lias been the foot-
ball of politics. He will confer immediately with
Mr. Borden about it.

The last general election in New Brunswick was
held in 1908, and resulted in the election of 31 Con-
servatives, 10 Liberals, and 5 Independents.

A Millionaire Chaîrman.

Hl ARDLY'had Mr. Rorden got out lis Cabinet
ilsate, than the despatcli fiashed from Ottawa

that Mr. R. W. Leonard, of St. Catharines, On-
tario, had been appointed Chairman of the Trans-
continental Railway Commission. This position is
one of the big party jobs outside of the portfolios.

T1he salary is $10,000 a year. As Mr.
Leonard's annual income is reputed to
be many times tliat figure the surprise
was decided. Wonder at the appoint-
ment by sections of the public deepened
when it was told that Mr. Leonard
had neyer been anything very stren-
uous in the way of a poliîtician. The
mystery somewhat cleared after it be-
came known that Hon. Frank Coch-
rane, the eagle-eyed appraiser of big
calibre men, liad recommended the St.
Catherines millionaire for the railroad
job.

For some years Mr. Leonard bas
been plotting and 'carrying tbrough
large mining schemes and railroad con-
tracts. He bas said very little about
it, preferring to, pile up a fortune and
enjoy it unostentatiously. He did a
lot of the work on the short C. P. R.
line between Montreal and Ottawa, and

St. Çathatinoe the Adirondacks Railway. New York
tinentel Railwmy railroad magnates engaged him for

construction ofi the New York Cen-
tral. WTlen the Cobalt boom began,
lie invested heavily in properties, and
now owns large interests in mines like
the Coniagas. It was in the north
country tliat Hon. Frank Cochirane
sized lim up.

In St. Catharines Mr. Leonard is a
social favourite. He is hugely in-
terested in military matters and holds
tbe rank of major. Recently he in-
vented an infantry gig scbeme wliicb
cauglit on both at Ottawa and the War
office. Though long ago a millionaire,
he still fraternizes with the boys from
the engineering scbools who follow the
survey chain for a hundred a montb.
Last year the Civil Engineers Society
made the genial St. Catharines' major


