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. The small f’trmcr twirled his cap s sheeplshly,
but the other -met his questioncr's look with-
“out quailing. He had evxdcntly got the bctter
of his liquor.
. “Samuel,”, said he in & more subdued and
calm voice, e are old fri¢nds; you know, and.

if I have addrcsscd you. that qt‘l(,btloli it is bos .

cause I have friendly reasons for it. - You sce
T have brought ‘Bavard with me. Hc is to be
my witness.”

Varny drew his pipe from his llm and re-

" - flected ‘a moment, then lookmg urmstly at

his interlocutor, smd

“Well, let mc first hear. vmxr reasons, . I°|

“have no "doubt they are fncn(l]y, as-far as you
Care conccrnui but they may not be such, “after
all,’as to _;umfy me in answering you.” -

! Varny, you are awarc tuat thls is an
- anxious time,” said the visitor, .

« I know it is.” ... - o
 Spirits are very much (‘mtcd "
S0 percclvc ” smllmg malluomlv

- ¢And it is every man’s interest to let people

" know unéquivocally how hc stands 7
¢ That depends.”
[{A HOW 9 -, ;
¢« On what people you mean."”
¢ Why, in the first place, your enemies.”
4T care nothing about them:” -
¢ But what if they should cire about you?”
. #Let thera. I shall thank them for theu'
pohtenebs "
¢ But'don’t you mind thelr rumours" "
¢ Not a particle.”
-« And what about your friends 2"
t That is another matter.”

... ‘“Some. of them may bchcvc thosc uvly
-‘rumours” S

‘¢« Then they are not my friends.”.
_ “Former frunds bccomu the worst of
. enemies.”.
« Alas! that is too true.”

"« Some- of thcse have alrcmdy thrcatencd‘

. you.” - -
“I despxsc then' t’hreats " e

“ Two or three are very nolcnfr” -

«T dare them.” :

" As he said . this, Vamy rose from his seat,
lookmg very stcm A:gréat passion w as

rising within him, but he contained himself so -

" far as not to .betz‘ay- it too openly to his visitors..-

During .thé foregoing dialogue his eye- had.
- frequently rested on Bavard, and there was.

something in ‘the fellow’s manner which dis-
pleased him. ‘It was upon him that he dis-
.charged the first volley of his ill-humour.

¢ Bavard, .you have ‘not yet. opened ybur,

lips,” said he sharply:

‘The small farmer bounded on. his seat, look-
ing puzzled and” embarrassed.  The man who
‘is-a bully behind your back is. ‘a sneak before

" your-face. In'both cdses he is a coward.
. ¢ Mr. Sinard brought m¢ in here as bis mt—
. ness;” he at.length replied w1th hes1tat10n ¢« I
v,ba.ve nothing. to say.” -

¢ Witness “of what?” reJomed Varny sha.rp]y

Bavard looked at his companion, who, finding
that the situation was getting a.wkward took

“ wpon himself to explain : :
& To come to the point at once, my frxend

ALOSALBA

1 will tell you in one word whnt brought usg o ca

here. On our way home, onr conversation tur: rprd
ing on politics, Bavard a.ceuscd you of being a ana
burvaucmt and I made him come into your.g def

| presence to hear twm your‘own hps a dcmal Homa

of the charge -obedi

S A d f being b t"” d
Accused me of being a bureaucrat ?” roare the B

Varny, pacing the toom two or three times in- Ihon

towering anger, “ and he dares come to me for

.an 0\1)1.Lnat|on‘? -In-my'own. housc? Bavard,

out of:my presence, this moment. I knew you

_were'a miscrable -gossip, but I never dreamed

“you had so mucli impudencé. Off with you
_anll never dare set foot on my premises again.”
Bavard was a big 'man, physic-ally a match
for . Varny, hut he was so awed by the latter’s
voice and look, that he rose foolishly out of
his scat! walke A ste althly- to the door with
-his cap’dangling in his hand, and stepped out
with the h.m(;-dog airof a whipt booby. Once,
however;-on-the dark stair-caseoutside, he was
in charac ter again, His face ’leudea hxdeous )
expression of anger and hate. ' Shaking “his 3
finger at.the lighted’ window, he muttered the
words infamous bureaucrat, and vowed revenge.
Vcnwcance being a pa.ssxon for the purpose of
‘vengeance a viper is oftcn more dangerous

¢ | than a tiger, Bavard wasa viper.

During the altércation, Sinard appeared un-

- comfortable, probably rcﬂcctmcr that as he was’

the ir‘xstrum‘ent‘of introducing Bavard in the
house, he was amenable to the same treatment
as he rw-cwul for the insult which he had offer-
ed. He was cvin about rising to take his lcave,
when Varny, who had recovered his composure
a little, w alkcd up to lnm, and mxd ina qmet, :
tone ;. -

i You see that T w ouId not give tlnt be"gar .
‘any explanation. 'He may think me a burcan- - 3
crat-or not, as he plLascs But for you, the
case’is diffirent. We can rcason togcther.
You are always a Papineau man; of course.”

« Always,” was the proud answer.,

« Riady to folloay him anyw hcre i

& Yes, anywhered k.

“We Il it is just hére that we dlﬁ(‘r I ad- 1
mm P1pm( au. I respect him. . But I would

i mot blindly follow hlm 1 would ‘blindly fol-

1ow no min.” .

¢ Papincau. is thn wreatest manin C_ da
Hurrah for vapineau!”

The cry, was uttered snappishly '.mci almost
.agare «ndv Sinard was evide ntly not much - °
of a débater, ~and ¥cemed almost anxious to -
drive his opponcnt ‘unto saying xomethmg dls-
agrecable.  But Varny kept cool.”

“ I"1pme:ul shares the fate of all promment
men. He is overrated by his fricnds and under-

" rated by his encmics. I would try to adopt a

fairer estimate of hi Asa paxhamcntana.n
he-is in his nile; as lpn~ as he remaing thcre
I will support him. Jf he steps out of it,
him bear the consequcnces. - I for one w 111

- follow him.” .~ |t

This dc.c]matxon aroused Smardr G
“ Ha!l ha! 'you are showing your colours. :

-Come - speak out. ) Pamot or bureaucrat

which are you ?”

"o« ] told you hefore that T answer no such .

point- blank question,  Patriot and bureaucra.t




