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At the tw enty-exﬁlxth annual conference of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in~
. Canada, in connexion thh the British Conference, met in this city on the 4th m~t'1ut, and
continued by adjournment until Friday the 13th instant, it was resolved : ‘
That a copy of the resolutions - introduced by the Rever end Mesars, G. R. umder«m
and William Rycrson on the Clergy Reserve question, be sent to his Excellency
“the Governor-Geeneral, and another copy with a request to have it fransmitted hy
him to [er Majesty’s Principal Seeretary of State for the Colonies.
“In accordance with the terms of this minute, two copies of the resolutions are oncloaed

: ‘ ‘ . Thave, &¢. ‘
Colonel the Hon. R.. Bruce, L g JAMN \IbsGRAVL, -
Secrct'n‘y, &c. O ... .~ - . Secretary to the Confelence. e
bub Dnclonule to Eucloeure in 2 No. 4. P . Sub:Enclto

‘ Reaolutnons of the Confercnce of the Y, edev m Methodist Church in Canada, in connctxon

Encl. in No. 4.
~with the British Conference, on the subject of the (;lerrry Reserves. o

Ques. 17.—W lnt is the judgment of ﬂns Conference on the pre sent posmon of thc
question of the Clergy Reserves?.

Ans.—After a rev 1ew and careful Consndcr mon of the rrcneml questlon, and of the just
“ ‘n"hts of the methodist portion of the community, “hmh according to the last census
1 amounts to one hundred and forty thousand souls, or one fifth of the population of . Upper
‘ C.m'ul'l, the Conference agrees unanimously in the qd()ptmn of the following Resolutions :—

1. That this Confercnce has ever viewed the Imperial Statute, 4th and 5th V ictoria,
chapter 78, an infringement of the constitutional rights of the people of Upper Canada,
as possessed by them for nearly fifty vears, involves the constitutional Act of 1791,

© 315t George 3d, chapter 31, wholly at variance with the sentiments and feelings of the
Canadian p00ple, and most unjust to the Wesleyan and several other 1clxrrxous denomi- '
‘nations, constituting a large majority of the population of Upper Canada; that on these |
and scvcml other public grounds this Conﬂ,rence, through its representatives, ina com- | ‘ T
munication addressed by them to Her Majesty’s Prmmpql Secretary of State for the - : A
Colomeﬂ, and dated London, July 27, 1840, earnestly remonstrated against the . o
_ passing of said Act, 4th and 5th Vletorm, clnptcr 78, when a Bill before qulmmcnt ,
2. That the said Act having not-only done injustice to_the great majority of the
" people of Upper Canada, but depm ed the province of a right of legislation which it -
had long pos:e=sed, and on a subject affecting its highest social relatxons and dearest
. mterests, this Conference has regarded the Clerwv Reservé question, in its new aspect,
as one between” Canada and Grc at Bmtun, Tather than- one between  different
- religious persuasions, and thcxef’orc as requiring plovmcnl action rather than dcnomx~
national : agitation.. '

‘3. That this Conference has obsclved with' regret the efforts of a pomon of the
clergy and members of the Churches of England and Scotland to securc peculiar pecu-
niary advantages for themselves, at the expense of perpetuating u Wrong against
their country, “and against their brethren of other protestant churches. ,

4. That under the~e circumnstances, this Coufexcn(,o, constituting by far thc ]arrrest

- as well as the oldest body of protestant clergymen in Upper Canady, and exercising
o p'mstoml oversight over upwards of one thousand congregations, including more th.m .
- one’ hundred thousa.nd adherents, feels “itself called upon to avow its “cordial and
-unanimous concurrence in the efforts of our Legislative Assembly, at its last session, to”
obtain to this country:the restoration of its constitutional 11nhh of legislation ou the
subject of the Clergy Reserves; and this Conference dcsucs at’ the same time to
express its warmest wntxtude for the decision of the Imperial Government ‘to take the -
. necessary steps to restore to the Canadian Legxalatuxe the power of disposing of the
' Clergy Reserves and the proceeds of the sales of them, according to the wishes of the -
. people, a8 expressed through their representatives in Parliament ¢ assembled, a decision
 communicated by the Right Honourable the Earl’ Grey to his Excellency the Karl of
- Elginina deqpatch pervaded by sentiments ‘and a spirit of _]llSt regard to the feelings
~ and rights 'of Her Majesty’s faithful Canadian subjects, mmong  whom none. have
\evmccd ‘more loyalty and ' devotedness ' than the clergy and conmegatxons of the
‘ Weslcyan Methodists church in Upper Canada. ' -
.. . That this Conference. protcsts against 'the adnumstmtlon of those clmues of thc
‘ un_]ust Act; 4th and 5th Victoria, chapter 78, which add to. the mhchy disproportionate’
. appropriations to the Churches of L‘no-land and Scotland, while other clauses of the o
- same Act relating to other religious: persuasions are not administered at all, even in'aid. -
of denommutlonnl efforts to. promote education ;, and this Conference : also records its
" solemn. protest against any measure for any endowment or grant in pcxp(,tmty to the .
" Church of England or of Scotland, not secured upon C(lII'll condltlom to every other -
a ‘protestant denomination in Upper Camdq, ‘
6 Tlmt this Conference ~muls 1tae1f of thc prescht occqelon of‘ dechnnrr nts deter o




