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openly and publioly declaring the principle
which must be admitted as sound : that the
Colonies 1n British Amerios, not being repre-
sented in the British Parliament, could not be
taxed by that Parlisment What is the res-
son of this principle? What 18 Parhament ?
Parliament is the representation of the people
of the country who own the Government To
whom does the couatry itself belong ? To the
people The will of the people is the supreme
Iaw of theland. Not onlyin England, but
in Gontinental nations the people are the
sourge of all power,—every dynasty, every
authority derives 1ta power from the people
themeelves The people, as I have said, own
the country, and the government are their
servants Let us see how far this dodtrine
hag been established When France had com»
pletely gone mad, had dethroned the here~
ditary sovereign and murdered him and his
family and establhished a ney order of thiugs,
what did the British pnation do? Did they
refuse to treat with the de fucfo governwent?
No, recogmzing the eovereign principle that
the government belonge to the people, the
British government recogmized the revolu-
tionary dynasty which the will of the people
had crested Tbey recogmized the usurper
Buonapsrte and treated bim as the sovereign
of France when, though a Corsican by birth,he
had seized the throne of one of the greatest na-
tions 1n the world by the force of thebayonet
The prinoiple 18 recognised 1 every country
that the government belongs to the people,
aud that the people mould 1t as they please.
The Government and Queen of England be-
long to the people,—the Quecn represents the
msa)esty of the mation, and if the people of
that country thought proper to-morrow to
sot up & different form of government,—if
they were foolish enough to abandon the fine-
ly working and checking prizoiples of their
glorious constitution—to send adrift both the
Sovereign and the House of Lorde, and to
form a republic, 1t would still be the govern-
ment of England as it was during the Comn»
monwealth. So that there 1s no principle
more clear than that the people own the gov-
ernment and can do with it as they please
Tt 18 plain that the zovernment can have no
existence except by the will of the people,—
that 1t cannot maintain 1tself except by their
assistance aud support, and that the taxes
which the people of a country contribute to
maintain the dynasty or government must bo
their voluntary gifts

There is no power 1n the Constitution for
taking a shilling out of & man’s pocket;—he
only parts with his money by his free will,
and the process by which the mamtenance of
government is secured 1n the British Empire
15 this  that the people elect representatives
with the power of levying taxes There 18 no
other power known to the constitution which
can lay its handgon a man’s property in this
country Theseare the sound prmeiples of
the constitution, and we find that in former
times the taxes were called benevolences, sub-
siches, gifts, and a number of other expres-
81008 were used to imply, and which all im~
phied that everything wbich the Ciown de-
msnded from the people was their voluntary
gift for the purpose of maintaning and carry»
Ing on the govermment. Acting on these

principles such men as Chatham snd the men
of his country, and the Washingtons, the
Madisons, the Jeffereons, the Hamiltons and
the Morrises of the United States—men who
were politioal giants compared with the pizmy
and crippled Statosmen of the exisung
colonies, contended with prcpriety that no
Statute could 1mpose a tag on the Colomes,
because the colonted possessed legiaslatures of
their own having the sole and éxolusive right
to levy taxes on the people The conteet for
these principles was successful and will be so
while the Bmpire remains  If these principles
are scund, and I should like to see the man
who usn controvert them, what isthe position
of the British Parhament as regards the Bris
tish North America Act? I have demanded
that the postulate, that the people .7ere not
consulted on the question should be admitted,
—Ihave demanded aleo that the postulate
that there isno act of our own legislature to
ganction that statate should be, and it is, ad-
mitted  What then has the Imperial Parlias
wment done? Agamst the will and without
the eanction of the people that Parliament has
taken the Iiberty, not only of taxing us but
of causing us to be taxed by another power
The complaint against England on the oc-
casion of the Stamp Act was that the Imperial
Legislature itself had taxed the people of the
Colonies, without having power and authori-
ty. We have a worse complaint than that—
ours 18a much more aggravated case. What
we complain of is not that that legislature has
attempted to tax us, but that, what is ten
thousand times worse, it has put us into the
hands of other Colonies, larger, more popul-
ous, and more powerful and more extravagant
Colonies—Colonies who have no feelings in
common with us, who are alien to us, and
authorized them to lay their hands on us and
tax us at their pleasure. If the Parliament
of Great Britain bad no power to tax us a

Jortwor ten thousand tunes, it has no power

to oreate & new legislature in any part of the
world with that power. What 1t has not it-
self 1t could not confer on othere. Therefore
on Britigh principles the act alluded to is void
—i1t never was law becauss 1t violated the
fandamental principles of the Constitation,
because 1t 1mposed taxation on a people whom
1t had no right to tax

The hon., member for Inverness looks us in
the face, and, with an immense amount of
assurance tells us that we are not taxed by a
Parliament in which we are not represented,
and he asks, *° Are wo not represented in the
Canadian Parliament 7’ Jask what right
had England to create any Parliament to tax
us, giving us just such representation as she
thought proper? Is not our representation
1n the Dominton Parlisment an insult to, and
& mockery of the people of Nova Scotia? Is
not the man who would accept such represen-
tation, and be eatisfied with it, fit for the
Lunatic Asylum? How many representatives
have the people of Nova Scotia to protect
their interests against the Upper Canadians
—nageinst the Frenchmen of Lower Canada—
the strangers and foreigners, whowe names
we oannot pronounce—in whose elections we
take no interest—to whose returns to the Le-
gislature we can make no objeotion? We
have nineteen men algo, if they were the
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