
Plaints on the. Part of the Merchants,-are thofe taken upon what
are called Fifling Ships, fitted and cleared out from England ac-
cording to the Teris preferibed in the A&s of the i oth and i th
öefWilliam the III'. and the. i 5th of George the III'. by which A&s
they-are entitled to certain Privileges, and amongft others to an
Exemption fron Fees at ,the Cuftom - Houfe at. Newfound-
land; except Oné to the Naval Officer, of 2s. 6d. at their
Entry,' and the- like at their Clearance. - And being alked,
Whether it is his Opinion, that thofe Complaints are well
founzded? he faid, As far:as relates -to the Fees- taken upon -the
Fifhing Ships, he thinks tley are; for there feens to be a fair
Contrad imade by the A&s above,-mentioned, between the Legi-
flature and the-Werchants; they are told, that by complying with
the Terms of tliofe A&s, in failing from England'with what is cal-
iedl Fihng dertificate; proving that.they have taken a certain

roportion'ùf Green-Men in their Crews<and the Veffel being
'employed in the Fifhery, they fhould only pay the ýbove-mentioned
7'ee Of '2s.6d. o the Naval- Officerupon making their Entry, and
getting their Clearance at Newfoundland;;andhee thinks, -that the
Pre.tence of the Cuflont Houfe there, that thofe Veffels, becaufe
they do not go-'ipon the Gieat Bank ta catch Fith, are not there-
fore:a&uallly'employed ii the IFifhery, -is-putting a Conftru&ion
. p'n the ,Adôf :Parliainent which in' Reafonit will not, and in
Point of Policyit ought not, to bear; and.it ishis Opinion that the
Fifhing Ship's (he neans thofe quàlified as above-mentioned)
fhoùld be relievèdfrom' this Impofition; they are a.ggeaNurfery
for Seamen, and-therefore ought not to be difcouragel;'-iïthe con-.
trarg every Encoufragement fhould b. given to induce them:to con-
tinuè the laudable Pradice of taking out Gree-MIvi â Part of
the Ship's Complement.-And being afked, Whetherthe Difputes
which- folely belong to the Fifhery at St. John's, are more itricate
than formerly-? he faid, No, not thofe folelyconfined to the Fifhery;,
and on that Account it is, thatthe is of Opinion, that the Captains of
the Ships of War hould be èontinued the Judges at the Out 'Ports,
where the Trade,. independent of -the Fifhery, is not increafed in
the Proportion it has at St. John's.-And being afked; Whether
he thinks the: Governor is fully competent to anfwer all ther Pur-
pofes of the Fifhery, independent of the Trade ? he faid, Moft. af-
furedly ;-but he would by no Means-advife its being put under.the
Jurifdiftion of the Governor again.-And being afked, Whether,
the Fiihery carried on from this Country has increafed, or whether'
he meant, the'Trade and Fifhery ascarried on at Newfoundland,
taken aggregately ? he faid, Yes, both,; he thinks the Fithery as
well as the Trade carried on, from this Country has increafed.-

And


