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SWEETIIEARTP MINE.
(Ooliîitiîtcd.)

Youn îeci flot iwaiî for aie, Stella ; 1 Allitl be ready ilirectly," Mlirian
answcred, witbout atteîîîptîîîg ta open the door ; and twhen her Eisier's steps
hall flitted down ta the liall lic passed out int the %vide corridor, bier
white robe traititg oavtr the oaken (tour wriîî a tttusuîîag sotind, lier daîîîtily-
slîod fcet scarcely a*.rakenisig in>' othier echo as she paFs. d dwivii tic diîuîly.
ltîgbied stairwvay.

]3înbara-tlîe dev'oted nurse ivdia lîad almnost entire chîarge oflhitt Dora
-sitated, andi ehiîed ai lier in opeui cycd îvoîder as sh.- cattia stiddoniy lace
ta feice %vill whist scenied to be the luiaînous spirit of sonne loîig.urgotten
niistress afiVisite Toivers, and iutsi nctively sise clutclîcd D-Jra's lîand
tiglîter aîîd drev bier closer ta her side.

laitli a 'shiout of delight the clîild broke awayand rushed towards Miriai,
chaspiug lier ains about the giri's sicuder waist and iaying lier face againtîs
tie soit folds af eliiniueriug satin, that rellected ail the light falling froits the
caticelebra aboiwc.

IOh, Mollie, MIollie, wliere did you find the fairy-godtuoiier-lioiv did
she turf you iut such a beautiful princcss ? Lift me up) aud let mie fetl
the petits lu your hair. Did the augeis bring you these beiutifu ni hiugi, or
iras il. al the fairy'godrnotber 1"

INol the angeis," 1iniai auswered, holding bersei aloof froira te
child's caressing bold. "lThere, Dora, let nurse ttake you to bied. 1 wiil
show yau everytbiog ta-înotrov."

"But aow-now," Dora pleadcd, cliiging fastI te fbclids of Miriam's
dresse Illet ine lciss yau, zMullie-only once-just because y'an are a real
puIincess."

Miriamu beait and tuuchîed the child's fhushed cbeek ligh*ly vitha lier lips.
leThere, iliere, Dora ; there ara lots of pretty ulîiags ini my mrtsm. Bir-

bara can showv thien to you, and to.uîorrow 1 wihl tell you ail about uhiem."
"And pears-sball 1 fiad bzautiful pearîs like your aecklace ?"
la es; lots," ýMiriarn answered, pusbing the child gently aside. IlDon't

],ep me nawr; they are expetiag nie in tht dining-roorn."
LoMs Mollie, iwhat wili Sir Harcourt say wbtn lie secs yau like

that 1" Barbara cxclaimed, rcavering from lier first surprise, and 6taring ai
.i\iriani wh bewildered admirationt. le You look like one of the pictures ia
tht gallery came ta lité. No wouder Mliss Dora tbinks you'vc been turaed
mbto a priocess."

iii'm smiled, and heid lier staucly hîtati higlier, as sise coutinud lier
way domvn ta tilt hall.

To her, these were muoments of supreic triumplh, atiJ the bursi of admir-
atlion, coming sponuancously fram the nurse and the child, gratified lier not
a little.

IlWhat irili Sir Harcourt say ?"-sht did not care. She iras sick of
drab homespuns and grcy catuan, ,ick- of tht oe thick b raids cf bair coiled
hcaviiy about bier bead ; andi she feit a ilirill ai couscioîts pniche as she
rccald tht image tbat had beeui reflectcd back ta, bier iu te pier.glass,
whilt she twistcd the pearîs amid tht riche dnrk waves gauliered hsigh above
lier brow.

She %ras îîreîarcd In iîct Liunel Lya'locli as a fta', and in dois guise
sise feit fuily cquililicd fer war-tcady ta vanquisli hit with aile glance of
lier disdainful cycs ; to show him that inla Mriaisi l.navcas, ai Icast, lie
wouid find lio meck ?choogir), forceti ta submit q' in tafais guidance.

She tell lier cyts gît in, and bier btart throl)iîed tu e1uickePr tinie, as sie
de.çccndcd the fast litglit of st3ir.s. Somebody ls.d jus: corne fron theb
libr.try, and iras zuakszag lus iy acrass talc hall to t'le dininz.-o' whicn

t rusile of silk agai::si the carved batir.isîcrs o.-roc-çi! lus .itteuî;iot, and
nnadc brni giarceuip -.n v.hîct r.icful, w'snt rI.icti (lissa ni.>vtdlu in e
full gl;rt ni tht liace cauiij

lie gave a1 s gh:. et.ýit -,( eutlprts" le hi% (cil: 1 :1).)n Nliriam, :and

AIilust at the .9a:lie tzuluatr a %Iv!;....t. ") Iwi -.14Cdaîn, froni lier
iraisi andi féli ai bts (cc%. lic stI'".Iyu i, an~d li.cktu-, it up lied it towatdIs
ber with a sutf, cultibov

'Miiiarn dd iim uitrszti I u talic 1:: i.)wr ;r .:il #st lianti. This tlr.tnger,
wita bais chili, lictctna:îg cycs, bts ;y t-é- 1a.1 face~, wx .i.înril Lyiîd.)ch,
tht ncw sccrctary, tht Min ivhu 1V.s t) ia.- b'<a ls mister, but wivîtoîi
she was ticterminet t rcat ils tht utmsiS scura anrd dcrisin.

"1Tbe suera is bro'hen," s!.c ssud, looking -.vill a frown ai the unoff-ndi:ig
tese. Il 1 will ihank you tu Ici the flouer rcmain wltere it bell."

ilithut ivaiting tu note the tici cf bier îvorde, Miriain swelat inu tht
diuning.roonî, Ieavinag L]ic Lynducb stîniding at tht loot of tht stisircasc
with the rose Iysng in tist opta palm cf his baud.

She hati expecct to ftod S:r Harcourt already ai tht hcati cf thetLab!t;
but he dia, rot ash', his appeataisce uniti bath Lydia andi Stelli bad gai
aver thcir amazemeni ai lthe sight of il'. tait, staiehy forrm ivith its shimnier-

ing alray cf pearle andi satin, anthenîc lia entcrcd arm*in-artîî witlî Lionel
Lyridocb.

"I 1 m sarry to have kepi you weiuing, my dcar3," bie siud, with a look
towards tht sidt of the room where Lydia and bis yaungcst nicce wtrc
standing. la b.hd a Ictier 'if ilmparuance to aaswtr, ouhtrwin: iîs elly
wauld noui baveç balpedi. Tîten, glancing round wnith a îoucb of anxicty,
as bce misseti hie mort troublcsaîinc charge, lic added:-

44'Wherce iiaun; 1 ilioulti likc ta introduce %Ir. Lyndoch ta bier ai
once and gel alI forrnaity civer. The tact is," îurning direcîiy in Lyndoch,
Ilmy ncce, .3alriarn, is incluncti ta bc mn sr- stlf.%vilti th ta 1 caul.i eere,
andu I look ta yon t.o mnake ber urderatand laie advisability of becorning
more docil-, and tractable, Shc ball tireti oui tht patience of 'nore uhan

one governess, and ber education is flot neatly eo perfect as it shoulci bc at
hier age."

I shall bc glad to help Mliss Denavon with licr studies, as fer as it is
iln y power," Lyndoch rcplied, glancing from Lydia'e fair face tu Stella'a
sunibursit chcks, and wondcrisig ivhien lie %vas to makie the acquainteace of
his third pupil-cvidently the one black 8heep) bcneath Sir Uartcouit'a
Iordly roof.

fi wan strange liant Lionel L;'-idoch sbouid flot think of associatiag this
ay.r(,unruly pupil with %vliijm lie %vas threatcned, with the daintily.robed

gisl, whosc dazzling cyes had ulashed oaver faim with such infinite diedain
wlieu she lad passed hina lu the hall.

As sise stepped forwamrd now a dui silence- fell ovor the mrnem and saine
seconde ehipsed before Sir Harcourt could reahize the meauing of the fait
apparition ivhich liad corne in tais presence.

11NIiriatn-iNiriatn ! Is this sonna practical joko ?" be exclaimed, hie
first feeling of admiration giving place ta one of anger. Il %Vhy are you
nlasquor4ding in this fashion 1"

Mliriam drew herseif up prou(iiy, the rich carnation deepening ini ber
cheeks, lier cyes darlily radi4nt, as stars, white the light [rom the shadod
larnps tinged hier dress wîth «a sofr amber giow.

I, beg your pardon, uncle," ehe said coldly. la 1 thouRht it was your
wish that wve shotuld pay ail due respect to lar. Lionel Lyndoch."

"Respect ! Sir Ularcourt repeated with an angry shrug of bais shoulders.
"I amn surprised, Nliriam, that you do flot know yourscif better than te

appear in sucb guise. 1 neyer saw such an outrageous get up in ail rny life!'
I amn sorry the dress is flot to your taste," ahe replied coolhy. " Mly-

self, I thought it rallier h3ndaonie:- pcrhaps you will hiko it better wben you
get used to it? 1 thought mny appearance would create quite a pleasant
surprise."

leEnough of the subject," Sir Harcourt mruttered imnpatientiy. la 1iook
over the affair as a ancre childish folly." Then, turning to Lionel Lyrxioch,
he continued in the some unbending toues:-

IlAllow mue to introduccyoau to zny eldest nicce, Miss Denavon: Miriam,
Mr. Lionel Lyndoch."

Mliriain bowed frigidhy ; yet Lyndocli saw the mocking light in hier cycs,
as shte shot ont swift glance li fil Lcc, and instinctively hc felt this scene
was à, challenge ta an open battit betvecn them.

IlWhat potver shall I have wilh lier 1"h bchougbt, recalling Sir Har-
courtes first words regarding Miriam. l Ie dots flot undnrstind-they do
note aay of them, scem to understand ; she is somecthing more than a child,
she is beautiful."

Ileautiful ! Ay. WVho couid have lookecd tapons lier that niglit without
becoming coriscious of the rare loveliness with which M'iriamn was endowed 1

"«I never L-new dress could m2ke such différences" was Steli's inward
comment, as she contcrnplatcd hcr sistcr ncross tlic vridc table. IlWho
could have innagined shc would corne down looking hike that 1 No wonder
she has bren aIl tic aftornoon locked in her roout-it is just like Mollie to
do ail sise tau to get inua disgrace, when wc are expected ta bc on aur best
bebavioui."

P>oor Stella har) [tc i er uncle's displcasure far more than Miriam had
donc. Mllie was always so self willed-so hecadsttong-soa icady ta rebel
against ercry forai of discipline, this fast freak did flot in tho Ieast surprise
hier.

.. t iiiiglit have been somting %vorio," she thriught, philosaopbictiiy, as
a dortu of Moilices inosi diring venitures passed b2fore lier mind.

IlShe does sucli drcadfui thins; but ibis wouidra't haive rattercd ai
al], if it hiad flot hcu for the ne.v sccreîary."

lu Lydia'ç breait ibere w.is racam for noue of the admiration th2t, thril-
led throughi Stnilai, as the pale light from the lampa flo3de-d the sltnder,
Pirlish fermne witb its costly a-riy of ciinging satin ; Sir llarcourt iNfelvillers
daughicr was biîttrly angry ait hii, bier couiin's freak, ana, in comrarison,
sise telt plain, duit, and evciî insignificant.

1) nu r lirocccded wiih rather gioomy formality.
,sîr ll.icouri cojuid flot get ovcr bis annay4ncc, while Minams et,

d3zz*:ng faicc snîîled ai lîi wvit!î such scornal dcfi iace ; and for the first
trne lic aw.ik-ciîu.d ta te full reitpansibility Le liîid calicd upon himsel( in
1,-:cotiag guardian to bis two :îiccci.

Onice ur twicu 11e spo'ke sitvcrely on the subjccî of vanity-pointing out
ta Niiiiiîi îhaî liceop~ would b:- a Profitable lesson ; but th1e beautilul
cyes an'y -tparkled with a marc rebellions dcrcrmiaion, and, with a sigh,
hie turncd ta L.ioncl Lyndocit.

IIMNirixm bai b.-en allowcd to have lier wzy toa niuch,- Sir Harcourt
rem-irkel in an undertone, Ilshe iust b: broken in before this vanity talces
r,»!. in ber nature. Be-sidcs, look ai the exampie ta tht others."

.Minant avcrhcard, and n fi.-ry retort roa: to lier lips.
elI do flot act for tht exampleocf othrs," she s2id indignantly, la nor do

1 ivish ta bc trcatcd as one of thcm-you sem ta ignore the f act that I have
ccascd tu, bc a child."

Il ou behavo very like one," Sir Ilarcouri rephied, dryly. Il 10w old arc
you, NMiriam ?"

IEightecrn; miany girls b-conte wives a!. that sgt."
Sir tiarcourt passcd caver the rernark as though lic hall hcardl only her

answrcr ta his question, and Ict bis gaze rest upon his daughtcr.
-And you, Lydia ?"

1Eightcn, ton, papa; but four nionths youngcr than Mli.
"And Sichla ?"

"S;.xtcc.i; I sbahl bc grown up sori but I arn glad ta remain as I amn
for the l;rceseaî."

O)nce more Sir Ilarcourt appicaled ta Lyndocli.
What is yout opinion, Liontel? Do you think thcac jrouci ldits are


