
REsIGNATION OF VICP-CHANC ELLOR 11OWAT.

transplanted frorn the lobby to the corridor;
from the halls of legislation to the halls of
justice. Oîee of the objectionablo characteris-
tics of the American judicial systoni, os distin-
guisbed frorn the Engli-sb, bias in this instance
been given the weight of a naine heretofore
regarded as eminEý-tly honorable anfi npright,
botie froma apersonal and judÏcial point of view.
This evory lover of bis colintry will lament.

Respect for the Iaw is intimately associated
with respect for the law-giver or lan' adminis-
trator. If law is administered by undignified
persons, or by those suspectad of partisan
feelings, the popular mind at least will be
proue to regard the law itself as unworthy
ant partial, and if wili fall into general con-
tempt. Loss of respect for the Bencb at once
weakens the whole framiework of society, and
woe betide any country whose judges have
been subjected to even the breathi of suspicion.

Tbis frailty or weakness, it le f0 be feareti,
inay be thouglif by the inteusoly interested
public bo ho general or epidenîlcal. It is
deeply to be regrefted -very much to be
deploreti, that the foundations of judicial
power have been weiskened by the weakness
of a weak brother. The renmaining- pillars of

justice will have to be strengthiened by some
legislative or administrative application, tîsat
will prevent political barnacles from wasting
away their firmuness andi stability.

The profession bas, been wont to admire the
]3ench as a place of permanent bonor and
practical usofuluess. IL iill now be subjecf
to the reproach of fickleness aend temporizing
utilify Many will look upon if as an elevated
vanfage-gronnd frona which. to sean the con-
tending, elements of faction, and from which.
the occupants are prepared to step down into
the amena of confiict, when the prospects of
extended patronage, or the gratification of a
taste vitiated IW the expectation of enlarged
emolunsents are in view.

The profound respect and tradifional defer-
ence paid f0 the Court by tbe Profession would
be perceptibly dimînished in proportion to the
probability that the judge might une day be
"youm lordship," and the next, " my learned
friend;" one day an autbority whose omacular
dicta would be sustained by the whole civil
and milifamy forces of the Empire, and the
neit day a speaker whose uttemances and argu-
ments wouid be tattered andi tomii into shmeds
of illogical incohtrencies by his opponents.

The profession, as such, bias a special duty
to performi between the Be;Mch and the people,
than whjch there is nothing more important
for the due and impartial administration of the
law. This duty is to maintain and promote
before the public a becoming respect for the
Court. This eduicates the popular mind as
mueh or more than anytbing else. Where
this is wanting, regard for the authority of the
Court is wanting; and when once that is gone,
the strongest element in obedieuce is des.
troyed, and insubordination and anarchy are
necessary cousequences.

We cannot but most serious]y regret the
resignation of Mr. Mowat, and his immediate
acceptauce of the position of a political party
leader, andi the undnribted neessiry of acc-ept-
ing the position of practising at the Bar with
those whom hie formierly presided over as a

judge.
WTe trust this experiment will not be re-

peatedl; that the prescrnt daring contempt
of judicial traditions and judicious ruies
will nlot be accepted, or acted upon, as a
precedent hereafter. 1Ve hope that the
public opinion educed, and the professional
reprobation almost universally manifestefi at
ti-e act, wîll for the future prevent political
intrigues from culminottig in judicial declen-
sions. Vie know of no precedent to fit this
case, tbough possibly one might be found in
the United States, but Heaven forbid that
we should seek for one there; any analogy
from misca]led precedents in England is against
sncb a step. These may perhaps be considered
in a future number.

LAW REFORM.*

Lt is almost impossible to take up any
journal,' whether lay or legal, without finding
somnewhere in it a reference to the topie
which. w-e have placed nt the head of this
article. The alterations which. have taken

* We have mueh pleasure in inserting this article, from
tise pen of a valued oeeasional. eontrihootor. Ha expresses
bis views elearly and well; but whilst we admit this, we
cannot say that lie lias cosovinçced us that thse praootice iu
Chanoery should prevail, in case of a fusiono, oa er that at
Law' We are not yet prepared to belteve that tise Coin-
mon Law Proredure Act is inl'ersor to tise ever changing
erders of tise Court of Chancery, as a basia of procedlure.
And without goinig into a furtiser discussion at present, it
is an item for censideration tisat the practice isuder the
C. L. P. Act is more familiar wits tise prafession at large
tison tise other, and could, as is believed by macy gond
judges, more easoty be a(lopted to tise future requosemeuts
aftie country, tison tise practiceocf equity; but ve avili
sont spoil a g(odl cýaiao by a bocet iionGea et cly a feav cf
tise arguments 'siieis oay ise at dtocer in tiavor of tisa
opinion whieh seemas ta us tise 5eouudest.-Eus. C. L. J,
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