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This book IS at once the epic and the encyclopaedia of whal-
ing. It IS a monument to the honour of an extinct race of daring
seamen

;
but it is a monument overgrown with the lichen of ne-

glect Those who will care to scrape away the moss may be few
but they will have their reward. To the class of gentleman-
adventurer, to those who love both books and free life under the
wide and open sky, it must always appeal. Melville takes rank
with Borrow, and Jefferies, and Thoreau, and Sir Richard
Hurton

;
and his place in this brotherhood of notables is not the

lowest. Those who feel the salt in their blood that draws them
time and again out of the city to the wharves and the ships al-
most without their knowledge or their will ; those who feel' the
irresistible lure of the spring, away from the cramped and noisy
town, up the long road to the peaceful companionship of the
awaking earth and the untainted sky ; all those-and they are
many-will find in Melville's great book an ever fresh and con-
stant charm.
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Archibald Macmechan.
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