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Government Orders

Again the independent and economic classes are dropping 
substantially and do you know why? Because the same woolly 
headed policies that are guiding the immigration department are 
also guiding the finance department, the human resources 
department, and on and on.

This Liberal government has created an economic climate of 
high taxes, huge debt and low return on investments. It is 
discouraging those immigrants who could contribute the most to 
the economy of the country. In fact in Calgary there are 
something like 400 business class immigrants who have not 
invested their money because they do not see any advantage in 
doing so. Canada is no longer an attractive place for investors 
and business people. It is however the most attractive destina­
tion in the world for queue jumpers and failed refugee claim­
ants.

[English]

QUESTIONS ON THE ORDER PAPER
Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of 

the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speak­
er, I ask that all questions be allowed to stand.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Shall all questions stand?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): I wish to inform the 

House that pursuant to Standing Order 33(2)(b) because of the 
ministerial statement Government Orders will be extended by 
40 minutes.

The immigration plan speaks of a broader vision, a 10-year 
framework. It is a broader vision of the same old thing, a new 
framework for the same old policies. It has cost the immigrant 
program its legitimacy. It has discouraged independent immi­
grants. It has made the Canadian people fundamentally question 
the role of immigration to Canada. That is a shame.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[English]

WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION AGREEMENT 
IMPLEMENTATION ACT

The House resumed from October 27 consideration of the 
motion that Bill C-57, an act to implement the agreement 
establishing the World Trade Organization, be read the second 
time and referred to a committee.

Mr. Lyle Vanclief (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is certainly 
a pleasure to be able to speak for a few minutes this morning on 
Bill C-57 and to talk about world trade and the importance of 
world trade to Canada and to Canadians, in particular the men 
and women who work in the country’s agriculture and agri-food 
sector.

The legislation we are discussing today will establish the new 
World Trade Organization or the WTO. It will incorporate the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, a sweeping 120-nation 
accord which was agreed to in principle in December last year 
and was approved by member countries last March or April in 
Morocco. The agreement and the WTO which will administer it 
offer great benefits for Canadians in the creation of jobs, wealth 
and the opening and securing of new and vital markets for the 
country’s export commodities.

Canada is a nation that is dependent on trade, and we all know 
it. Nowhere is that more evident than in the agriculture and 
agri-food sector. In 1993 Canadian agri-food exports of $13.3 
billion contributed a surplus of almost $3 billion to Canada’s 
balance of trade, almost one-third of Canada’s total merchan­
dise trade balance. As former Liberal agriculture minister, 
Eugene Whelan, once noted, agriculture pays the bills.

At the same time Canada’s share of the world agri-food 
market has declined since the early 1960s. In contrast the 
European union’s share, particularly that of France and the 
Netherlands, has increased significantly. From Canada’s per-
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Immigration can and should work for the country. Immigra­
tion should be about nation building. That term has been used by 
the government time and time again but it really rings hollow 
when said from that side. It should be about enriching Canada. It 
should be about benefiting immigrants and Canadians alike.

The plan is about deceit, number fudging and politicking. The 
government has let down immigrants and Canadians alike.

COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE

PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of 
the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speak­
er, I have the honour to present the 45th report of the Standing 
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs. It concerns the 
membership of committees.

[Translation]

Mr. Speaker, I think you will find that there is unanimous 
consent to dispense with the reading of the 45th report of the 
Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs. Also, 
with the consent of the House, I would like to move that the 45th 
report of the Standing Committee on Procedure and House 
Affairs, tabled in the House today, be concurred in.

(Motion agreed to.)


