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A SLANDER REFUTED

For Jo! these many years men who
spake with forked tongues have gome up

and down the land from Dan to Beer-
sheba preclaiming that one of the draw-

backs of this life temporal is the cigar the
loving wife presents to her husband at
Christmas time as a token of her .affec-
tion and evidence that he is entitled to
have some of his own money spent
for his pleasure. This slander is at last
refuted, and the narrative in refutation
thercof is one which men should con with
proper humility.

Coming to the facts we have Mr. Mar-
tin J. Kennedy, of Saa Francisco, who
looked death in the eye only last week,
but escaped with slight abrasions and is
now on the sunlit road to recovery and,
we doubt not, long life. Mr. Kennedy
does not smoke a great deal, but he en-

joys a gcod cigar and has a prejudice in

favor of those selected by himself. How-
ever, when hig wife gave him a box of
her own selection last Christmas, he
‘feigned symptoms of delight and assured
her she pust have heard him say in his
aleep that he hoped above all things she
would select just that present. Because
he wished to have the gift about him, or
because he suspected the quality of the
weeds, the doting husband did not at once
emoke up all the box. In fact he gave
away a few off the top to casual acquaint-
ances and .put the rest where he could get
at them in an emergency and where Mrs.
Kennedy would not discover them.
Leaving hurriedly for the East last
week on the Twentieth Century Limited,
and having no time to replenish his cigar
‘ease, he threw the remainder of his
Christmas present into his grip. Some
minutes before the fast train was derail-
ed at Mentor (0.), Mr. Kennedy felt in-
clined to smoke, and taking one of his
wife’s cigars he went into the smoker.
The train was rushing toward an open
switch at a epeed of seventy miles an
hour. Mr. Kennedy lighted the cigar.
His worst fears were confirmed. It was
just the kind of cigar criminal merchants
sell to women in search of holiday gifts
for their husbands. But it reminded him
of his wife, and on her account he dccided
to give it a fair trial. He smoked a quar-
ter of it—and the open switch was only
five miles' away. Then he decided that
even affection for his wife did not de-
mand further punishment, and he threw
the thing away and returned to the
s'eeper, which was the next car behind.
Two minutes later the greal train left
tha rails. Every passenger in the smoker
was killed, including a man with whom
Mr. Kennedy had talked as he smoked.
The sleeper was wrecked, but nearly all
ity occupants escaped with slight bruises.
The Ohristmas cigar had saved Mr. Ken-
nedy’s life. Had < all the men in the

JSmoker been similarly protected against

the danger of a prolonged stay in that
car all would have escaped. It is a
fact that the smoker is the most fatal
of passenger cars. Perhaps the Christmas
cigar is the mcst deadly of cigars; but it
will be perceived that its deadly qualities
prevented Mr. Kennedy from losing the
number of his mess,

AT BIRMINGHAM

In his address to the Canadian Manu-
facturers’”  Association yesterday Mr.
Chamberlain sounded 2 high note of lm-
perialism. In every part of the Empire the
appeal for a better understanding and a
common purpose will be well received.
From that feature of the Chamberlain doc-
trine there is no dissent. Nor is there in
Canada any dissent from the proposal to
increase Imperial trade by a system ‘of
preferences when and where such prefer-
ences are mutually advantageous and com-

mercially sound. Mr. Chamberlain told the |

manufacturers that the British would not
expect Canada to curtail or sacrifice her
industries for the benefit of the manufac-
turers of the Mother Country. This gen-
erality has been repeated many times
both here and in England. It is hailed by
some as satisfactory evidence that the dif-
ficulties surrounding the Chamberlain plan
wre slight. But when attempts are made to
pubstitute specilic facts for
ality, the difficulties appear to increase.
The Canadian manufacturers intend to
keep a distinct advantaze in this market,
an advantage suffidient to give them con-
trol of it—if the people will give them
enough protection against all competitors,
the British included. The British manu-
facturers cannot well be content with that
planm.

The value of the sentiment behind the
{mperial preferential idea will be measur-
»d more readily when there is an author-
lzed interchange of views as to mutual
coneessions. The British voter, one sus-
pects, will not be very enthusiastic about
soneessions to the Colonies. Just now there
is an election contest in East Finsbury.
The Liberal candidate is a Canadian. lhe

this gener-

Unionists have placarded the constituency

with appeals to the electorate headed “No
Canadian Need Apply.” And the Unionist

s | candidate’s name i& Cohen, The Canadian

{is placarded as an outsider, ‘““Cohen” is
i billed as the native product. ‘Lhis is
merely an eloction dodge, and may not
lh.ave much significance; but it would not
{be tried unless the Unionist politicians
ibolieved the ery would esrry some weight.
I If in one of our Canadian campaigns the
placard “No English Need Apply” should
be used to defeal a candidate one can be-
lieve the solemn British newspapers would
find in the circumstance 2 text for scath-
ing rebuke to a disloyal and thanklese
colony. :

The visit of the Cenadian Manufac
turers to Great Dritain, and speeghes like
that of Mr. Chamberlain, and the less
eloquent but more practicel utterances ot
others, will do good. The tour, with its
acquaintances and its interchange of views,
will do something to remove misundet-
standing. And it may lead Imperialists on
both eides of the water to realize the real
obstacles in the path of a plan like Mr.
Chamberlain’s and to iabor more intelli-
gently for their removal. Kleguence in ad-
vance -of a Colonial conference is all well
enough, but at the conférence and after
it must come the hammering out of a
working plan that will commend itself to
the voters who crown with success or dis-
card as insufficient the proposals of the
architects.

REVOLUTION OR REFORM?

The killing of the people at Lodz in
Russian Poland, appears to.have been de-
liberately resolved on as a means of sup-
pressing the agitation that has been going
on almost since the outbreak of the war.
It was a repetition of the St. Petersburg
experience, and seems to have cost thase
who incurred the wrath cf the military
almost as many lives as were sacrificed at
the capital. There are pecples who will
submit to this sort of thing for a time.
The longer they suffer, however, the more
awful is the revenge they are likely to take
when, ceasing to care whether they live
or not, they turn and aitack the oppres-
sor. Russia needs a safety valve, and if it
does not get it in a parliament its troubles
are more likely to increase than to grow
less.—Montreal Gazette.

Revolution such as France suffered and
survived has often been predicted for Rus-
sih., and the time now approaches when
the Czar and his keepers must decide be-
tween a revolution of that sort or such
reform as will give to the people a con-
siderable measure of representative govern-
ment. In Framce—and in severnl other
countries—such events as have marked
the last fifteen months of Russa’s history
would have meant the overthrow of the
ruling authority at any cost, and a period
of anarchy and bloodshed followed by the
erection of a popular government. In
Russie this has been prevented by several
potent reasons, among them the heredit-
ary respect for the ruling house which the
peasant feels, and the fact that Russia
contains many races and eo lacks common
motive and purpose in time of domestic
storm.

Battle or no battle south of Harbin,
peace cannot be far away. Then will come
the test at home. If the Czar listens anew
to those who advise a policy of repression,
and seeks to employ the fragments of his
Manchurian army to snuff out the popular
movement toward free epeech and a par-
iament, misery and despair and hatred of
the oppressof may be expected to unite
enough of the elements of diecontent to
bring about a derrific upheavel. On the
other hand an
Liberal concessions to the people who have
lived so long in darkness and terror and
ignorance would prevent a violent revolu-
tion. A revolution of some sort there must
be. The Czar anust soon choose between
a pacific one and one which would horrify
civilization. Japan is hastening the time
of his choice.

* A TRAGIC INCIDENT

in the Black Sea has mutinied, killed the
officers and eeized the vessel. Its guns
now dominate the city of Odessa. It is
expected that other iwarships will arrive
teday for the purpose of shooting the
mutineers into subjection. As the men
who have mutinied will expect no mercy

despevate conflict may follow. Such.a con-
flict would be without parallel in modern
history. This intéresting question at once
presents itself: Will the men of the other
|ships be willing to fire. upon the mu-
tineers? They have been subjected to the
| game conditions which caused the mutiny.
1:\'0\\' that the first blow has been struck,
iin epite of the iron discipline of years,

| the disaffection .may spread to other ships I
Iand be followed by the overturn of au-|

therity. ¢
Indeed it is difficult to forsee the end
of  this tragic business. The dangerous

of a man shot down by an officer for some
trifling offence—this shooting

public view and the spectacle together
| with the words of the mutineers appears
| to have inflamed the people dangerously.
Odessa had already been the scene of

consequences.
Mutiny aboard a battleship calls for
courage or deeper desperation

sterner

| is most significant, anl coming events may
{ prove that it has fired the train of revolu-

tion.

early this morning says the mutiny is re-
| garded there as more serious in its poss-
ible effects than the defeats in Manchuria
or the loss of Rojestvensky’s fleet. The
despaich adds:

The authorities are 1n almost a state of

enlightered policy and |

The crew of a great Russian battleship |

they may give baetle, in which case a most |

portion of Odessa's population appears 1o,
be in open sympathy with the seamen who |
came into port with red hands. The body |

i

waa the’
cause of the mutiny—has been exposed to |

much rioting, and this new influence to-,
ward disorder may have the most serious

| than street rioting. The tragic incident |

A despatch from St. Petersburg received

i |

frankly confessed that the sitpation was
very grave ahd that he did mot know
whas to expeet.

The Black Sea squadron, which left Be-|
bastopol Tuesday under command of Vice:
Admiral Kruger, was dus to arrive at
Odessa last night and a battle with tho)
mutineers may occur at any inoment

The Kniaz Potemkine is a more power-
ful ship than any in Kruger's squadron |
and the gravity of the situa.ion is increas-
ed by the fac. that the city is practically
in the posscssion of the sirikems who, ac-
cording to the dispatches, have already
been encouraged to open resistance by the
mutiny of the sailors, who were erécting
barrieades and fighting the police and
the troops in the streets.

The Radicals hail the event as the dawn
of an aetual armed revolution. “The mo-
ment for which we have awaited hus
come,” said one in front of a restaurant
when he heard the news. “Omiltchuk’s
name will go down in history as that of a
martyr who precipitated & Russian revolu
tion.”

And the radical view, though it mow
seems exaggerated, may be correct.

A PITIABLE PROCESSION

A London correspondent discussing the
mmusual attempts of the unemployed work-
ingmen of England to direet public atten-
tion to their pitiable comdition, describes
“a march to London,” of which there have
been several recently:

“Last night the army of 450 men, Te-
presenting the unemployed of Leicester:
—who number nearly 2,000—arrived in
London after their weary march in the
rain all week, and were hospiiably receiv-,
ed by the Salvation Army. They bave!
come to rouse London and the govern-
ment, if they can, 10 take some immediate
interest in the itragic condilicns in which
so many unempleyed workers find them-
eelves in nearly every part of the country.
Their mission is unspeakably pathetic,
and although their march may be foolish, |
it will surely do something to bring home
to the minds of the eomfortable classes
the awful fact that in the middle of sum-
mer, when work is usually sufficient, the
ccuntry is full of industrious men march- |
ing about in the desperate search for
work, and cannot get it. The presence
of this hungry army in the opu'en. capital
of the empire calls for the speedy passing
of the Unemployed Bill, which may af-|
ford temporary relief by giving employ-|
ment on public works.” i

The writer sees in the lack of employ-i

ment need for an early general election.l
There ,is political unrest at present, and |
this, he believes has depressed trade. The’\
country has not yet recovered from the!
war which wae the first cause of the lacki
of work. These “marches” will no douth
do something to promote the restriction |
of immigration. Thousands of poor folk |
from the continent continue to pour into |
London to contest with the poor of Eng-
land for the, working wage which is all

too scarce already.

RAFTING ACROSS THE PACIFIC

The propoeal to raft 10,000,000 feet of |
spars and piling on the Pacific coast and |
tow it to Shanghai recalls the Leary raft
of eome eighteen years ago. Leary had
much trouble with his biggest raft and lost
much of it, but smaller ones containing
25,000 logs, were taken safely to New
York. These exploits are said to have sug-
gested the Pacific rafting project, which |
has now aroused considerable attention.
The Pacific raft, if it croeses successfully,
will establish a new record both for size
and length of voyage. The route propcsed
is 6,000 miles Jong, and as a speed of some
four miles an hour is expected, the trip|
may be made in nine or ten weeks, barring |
accidents. A collier will accompany the |
raft to eupply the tugs with coal ard the |
| crews with provisions. |

There was formerly strong protest
against rafting the big logs of Bri'tishi
Columbia, Washington and Oregon, as|
many of the giant sticks were lost and;
shipping men feared them. These logs are|
| too long for easy railroad transporbation,;
and many have been towed to San Fran-|
cisco, in spite of the outery of ship owners. |
Recently a cigarshaped raft containing an|
immense quantity of piling was taken from 3
the Columbia River to San Francisco, 750 |
miles. In good weather the tow across the
Pacific is expected to develop neither%
danger mor great difficulty, but a big|
storm might be expected * to cost the|
| venturesome rafteman every dollar invested |
| and to materially increase the dangers of;
| navigation tor steamers and sailing ves-|
sels.

MR, ROCKEFELLER'S SOQUL

Mr. John D. Rockefeller,
Hadley announced yesterday, has given a |
million dollars to Yale University. Newai
of this benefaction comes at a time when |
newspapers all over the country are d:’s-:
cussing Miss Tarbell’s Rockefeller article |
in McClure’s. The keen historian of |
Standard Cil, having traced the fmancialj
operations of the oil king from his boy- |
hood up to his old age, now examines: his !
anteccdents and seeks to trace their effect
and use of his

{upon his accumulation
great fortune. The study Is
one. Mr. Rockefeller’s grandfather, who
lived in Tioga county, New York, was a
The- family

a curious

| drunkard and a spendthrift.
appeared to gain busincss sense and bal-
ance with each The father
{of John D. was not greatly respected,
{lacking economy and having some of his
own father's He lives to-
day in an obscure village in Jowa, being
more . than ninety years old. John D,
Miss Tarbell believes, inherits his best
itmis from his mother, a seriows minded

generation.

weaknesses,

woman of high idcals.

The Rockefeller of today, the historian
asserts, is sane on all questions but one—
money. Here his moral view is askew. He
is reported to have said that there must
| be dividends from salvation, and that one's
dividends will depend upon one’s contri-
butions. This weuld indicate ihat he had
I'not appreciated the story of the widow’s
i mite. “This, however, is the only point
{of contact beiween his religion and his
! puginess methods. The affairs of the|
| Standard Oil Company are in a separate
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lard Ol Company and the law of Holy

' foundland government taken a leaf out of

| and hence the argument is advanced that

| who promptly resold them to the govern-

that Mr. Rockefeller keeps the peace be-
tween the ruthless methods of the Btand-
writ)”’

Mies Tarbell is not Impressed by the
Rockefelley glfls to education and the
church—he tekes with one hand so much
mora than he pglves with the other.
“What,” she aske, “does he want with!
an income cf 825,000,000 & year?” He lives
in frugal fashion for one so rich. His
great foriune—the greatest ever known—
itcresses very rapldly and has become s
power which the historian regards es a
menace. She belleves, 1t will not be di-
vided at his death but that it will be left
to his eon in whose hands it will become
more and mors formidable. But even in
the United Siates the law is bigger than
this big fortune, and its owner, in respect
to most things, i3 controlled. Miss Ta¢-
bell knows a great deal about the Rocke-
feller methods and hisicry; but of the
Rockefeller soul she can but guess and
infer. The time ta epeak definitely of
the soul of the rich man has not come, It
may be a small soul. It may be a billion
dollar soul. The man’s coming end may
give the werld some trwe indication of
his character which is lacking today.

T00 GENEROUS

The province of New Brunswick could
Lave induced the Harmsworths of London
to establish here their great pulp and
paper industry, but the Harmsworths
wanted about half the province free.
They could not get it, so they paesed on
to Newfoundland -in eearch of better
terms, and found them. Had the New-

New Brunswick's book in this matter it
would not have given excuse for lpe |
present cry that it is giving away prop-
erty of immense value for nothing.
Newfoundland is enormously rich in
natural resources and poor in industries,

capital must be interested and indus.ries
established. The argument is good if it
be agreed that the inducements to be |
offered to capital shall not be so generous
as to be foolish and unbusinesslike.

Newfoundland is unusually prosperous
just now—an indication that there was
no necessity to get the Harmsworth in-
Qustry at any cost. The proposal which
has passed the parliament of Newfound-
land, but which has not yet received the
assent of the governor, is that a block of
timber land containing 2,000 square miles
shall be given to the Harmsworth syndi-
cate for ninety-nine years, rent free.
Pulpwood is to pay no dues, though other
timber pays a royalty of fifty cents per
thousand. The syndicate has mineral
rights, and practically owns the land. It
pays nothing direct. It is obliged to
spend a. quarter of a million dollars dur-
ing the first four years, and a million dur-
ing twenty years, The public may hunt
and fish on the property, and the govern-
ment reserves the right of way for public
roads, railways and telegraph lines. The
company, it is safe to say, could not have |
secured such a “property on such terms|
anywhere else iin the world, or in any
country whence the product could be
readily shipped.

The People’s Protective Association has
made-an energetic campaign against the
deal, holding that the bargain is foolish
and nnnecessary. The governor will not
ascent to the bill until there has been a
decision by the British government
through the Colonial office. Some effort
has been xhade, to have British newspa—l
pers denounce the bargain and one or
two have done so. The Harmsworths
have thirty newspapers in Great Britain
and these may be expected to shout for
ratification of the deal. The Newfound-
land legislators could have afforded .to
pursue a less reckless search for new in-
dustries. To assent to the Harmsworth
proposition looks like very short-sighied
bueiness policy. Capital was bound to
seek so fine a pulpwood area, and if there |
was some delay during every year of it
the tract would increase in value.

GRAFT IN THE ARMY

The government agents were selling cer-
tain articles for (say) one dollar to persois

ment for two dollars. Such in brief is the;

| kind of graft which flourished in the Brit-|
President | ish army in South Africa at the close of : judge of tthe eftect of the Odessa situation

the war. A most painful impression has!
been caused by recent revelations of the‘
extent of the plunder and the grossly carc- 1
lass methods which made it possible {or|
‘a few officers and more -civilians to mh}
the government. The
moved in’ the Commons in connection with |
this matter was deieated by Mr, Ba]'four's;
majority of seventy-eight; but there may |
be a different vote when the evidence of |
an investigating committee has been made
We have been
accustomed to regard the British service
methods as honest and, if hampered by
considerable red tape, eo well administered |
as to preven: organizeéd loot by either|
soldiers or civilians. The recent indica-|
tions that ‘“‘graft’” in South Africa amount-|
ed to millions of pounds have been start-|

vote of censure |

public some months hence,

ling. |

Hints and allegatfons more or less sup-
ported by evidence led the government to!
appoint a special commission, headed by |
Gen, Sir William Butler, to look into the !
The Butler report,
publie, is a preliminary one, and another |

matter. ncw  made
commission will go over the same ground;
but the preliminary report discloses much
that is very damaging.

The government, it appears, was buying
and selling the same kind of supplies at'
‘the same The the
tound the authoritics in pcesession of a

time. close of war
great quantity-of forage and other supplies. |
These were sold. It was Lord Kitchener's |
idea that a slight profit would be realized.
But he reckoned without the grafters, the
‘bos” of whom was one Meyer: ,

“How Meyer and his associates worked |
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pounds The report taking the oat trans-
action for a text, says! :

“On or about Jan, 10, 1803, Meyer was
formally declared the purchaser of a vast
quantity of forage throughout the Trans-
venl and Orange River Colony., Ten days
earlier he had already begun to supply the
trcops at rates which probably made him
the tundlest reokoner of profit of whom
the history of military contracts has any
record. :

“Taking the ftem of oals a¢ an example,
the conditions of his double deal left him
approximately a gainer of £1 sterling upon
every 300 pounds of owtw which we sold
him, and which he franeferred back to us,
The evidence given by Oodonel Lewls and
others shows the actual method or machin-
ery of excha swhieh followed, We still
continue t % and issue practically as
before the contract had been made, and
some 60,000 animals became the machines
by which Meyer woe made the daily gross
gainer wpon outs slone of something over
£2,000 stenling,”

Only a few officers were in the ring
of vobberw, but the adminietration which
made o big a jeb poesible must have been
wretc¢hed. The scandal is ¢ld now, but it
must be revived in detail and the thieves
must be named. The Balfour government
hes been charged with attewpts to emother
the whole #tory, but it is now evident that
only the most thorough investigation wiil
meet the case if army reform is ever to
emount to anything,

THE BOGEY MAN

Recognition of Emperor William as the
bogey man cf the present gcneration ap-
peans in the coumse of the Boston Herald's
cditorial disoussion of the Moroceo situa-
tion:

“It would be no more than natural for
oot a few KEnglishmen to wish that the
bumptious Emperor William ehould either
suffer a severe defeat or ehould have his
power for aggression materially weaken-
ed. England realizes that Germany is the
one great power in the world that would
like to porsess itself of dependencies, in-
fluences and trade connections that are
now English, just as we in this country
realize that Germany is the only country
in the world that can offer a shadow of
excusz for us to go on building battleships,
and in other ways preparing for a pcss-

| ible war.”

The Americans suspect the German em-
peror of designs upon China, or South Am-
erica or scme hold in the Carribean. The
British observe with interest the growth
of the German navy, and note with come
impatience frequent anti-Britidh democn-
strations in German newspapers or the
utterances of public men. France has ils
frontier and the memory of ’70-’71. For
these three nations William is the bogey
man_of the day. That any one of them
would deliberately court a war with Ger-
many is out of the question. Almost equal-
ly foolish is the German assertion that
the British are trying to embroil the Ger-
mans and the ¥rench, since while Britain
might profit by an exhausting war be-
tween these two countries alome the
chances are that she might become in-
volved in France’'s behalf, or, otherwise,
might eee Germany emerge from the con-
flict as the dictator of Europe. London
and Paris opinion of the situation now
practically 'agrees that the crisis has been
passed and that Germany’s belligerent at-
titude has been modified by the indica-
tion that Great Britain is disposed to
stand by France.

The bogey man, of course, may have
some move in reserve, but+it is probable
he will go no nearer war than he has al-
ready gone. That he will create other in-
teresting ‘‘situations” hereafter is to be
expected. If he drops the Morocco busi-
ness he may be all the more active when
the trouble in the Far East comes to be
settled,

A CRITICAL HOUR
The Russian admiral who was ordered
to Odessa to compel the submission of the
mutineers has not yet arrived. The delay

is not satisfactorily explained. There are

hints that he cannot depend upon the
seamen under his command. In any case
their willingness to obey onders to shoot
down their mutinous comrades may be

| doubted. Meantime Odessa is in open sym-

pathy with. the mutineers. The funeral of
the man whosc death led to the uprising
was public, and was held without disorder,
which means that the Odessa authorities
did not feel equal to the duty of attacking

| the rebels and making them prisoners in

the presence of their sympathizers,

The censored despatches and the fact
that much news of a startling character is
doubtless suppressed make it difficult to

upon the populace in other parts of Rus-
sin; but a great increase of disorder may
be regarded as having already occurred,
with prospects of worse to come. The pro-
posed mcbilization of 200,000 troops to be
sent to Linevitch will be dcubly difficult
now, if pcssible.

The bad soup which is said to have led
to the first cpen trouble abeard the bat-
tleship bids fair to heccme historic. This
morning there is something like an incipi-
ent revolution in Russia. The arrival of
the admiral at Odessa, or his failure to
arrive, may add materially to the contla-
gration.

NOTt 21D COMWEN.
It scems to be pretty near time to cry
“God Save the Czar!”

* % 0w

They are not at all short winded at Ot-

tawz,
> * * *

In the Senate debate yesterday there
was a hint of a state insurance policy.
*iw v
The Black Sea mutiny is doubtless due
to such conditions as made Rojestvensky’s

fleet an easy prey for Japan.

(It 1s just the thing for
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In a Britich police court the other day
a prisoner was charged with refusing to
| break the regulation quantity of stones
iin the prison yard. The magistrate defer-
red sentence until he could investigaie for.
himself. This he did by attempting to do
the work which the prIsonei' had been
ordered to do. He found it beyond his
streagth, and then refused to convict the
prisoner. Better methods will be the re-
sult. . i

‘Q'I

The Halifax Chronicle says that ‘“the
emallness of the pecuniary reward of the
teachers in our public schools is one of
the most serious handicaps to educational
progress. It has made teaching a “step-
ping stone” profession, and has, indirect-
ly, epcouraged the “exodus’” to the North-
west, which is attracting many of the!
brightest of our young teachers.” Tha!
Chronicle speaks for Nova Scotia. But
its words apply also to P. E. Island. We
must, in some way afford our teachers
better salaries or be prepared to see
many more vacant schools.—Charlotte-
town Examiner.

The Chronicle’s words apply to New

Brunswick also. “ :
*® & @

“The insurance evils are by no means
cured,” says Collier's Weekly, “mystery is
still thick, and we do mnot believe the
Equitable business will reach its former
volume until more has been done to re-
assure the plain man throughout the
ocountry who yearly sacrifices present in-
dulgence to his wife and children’s safety.
Mr. Ryan is a shrewd man. His past is
gstrewn with proofs that he is a master of
high finance. Ile did not buy the Equii-
able for his health. His powers miy turn
out not to be less than those which Mr.
Hyde was willing to retain. * * * *
In any conditions, except shamp internal
conflict, Mr. Paul Morton will run the
Equitable,subject to advice from Mr. Ryan.
It may work cut all right, but it is not
yet time to go to sleep.”

PLAYING WITH FIRE
; (Toronto Globe.)

Attempts to estimate the European sit-
uation are of no great value, for so much
depends on the disposition of one man. If
{he Emperor has made up his mind to find
a pretext for war he can doubtles find it.
Observers of the course of European poli-
tics . during the past twenty years have
felt that the Bmperor of Germany was an
unknown quantity in the situation. Here
was a ‘young man full of physical energy,
ambition, and strong military tastes, with
virtually absolute control of the most pow-
erful military organization Europe has
ever seen. The temptation for such a man
to test his armaments and appear in the
character of the great war Jord must be
enormous. There can be no question that
‘Willhlam 11. has the ambition to put his

 fought,

slamp on the history of ‘his country. A
man of really great and original mind
would reflect that the -noblest inscription |
that could be put upon his tcmb would be |
that during a long.reign he had maintain- |
ed peace at the head of a million fighting
men. Is William that type of man, or is|
he liable to think that his greatest posthu- |
mous fame would be that during his ti:ne‘
the Emperor of Germany was the arbiter
of Rurape) ™ = % i

Moltke's hosts marched to Paris almost |
unchecked. But the France of that day
was. gangrened by the cheap Imperialism '
of the tin-pot Napoleon, wio met his fate
on the battlefield of Sedan. The France:
of today 1s a sounder nation. The Ger-]
man lmperor has so manipulated the1
cards that he would enable France to go|
into the field with Great Britain as an|
ally. If he persuades himself that a Brit-|
ish fleet off the Elbe and a flotilla of|
transporte landing on the coast of_PUm('r—E
ania a hundred thousand of the men who |
marched to Pretoria would make no diff-|
crence, we can only wonder at his infat- .
uaticn. Great’ Britain could put into the
field the only great body of troops which
thas had expen: » of modern warfare.
These considerations are o obvious that
we can persuade ourselves that the man
who has the power of casting the die will
| think better of it.

|

par ;
“W¢el', sen, what is it?"" i
“This mythology book spcaks of the hus-
band of Venus being a lame god. Which
one of the Greek s was lame?’”’ !
*Why—er—Olympus of course. X

¥

ar ho child a cart and sez how delighted he will be. Two wheeled carts.
Four wheeled wagons. Wheelbnrro,ws, stron gly made, nicely finished, low prices, sell

W. . THORNE & CO., LIMIT.D, -  Market Square, St. Jokn, N. B.

~ THE COMING BATTLE
(Montreal Witness).

It .appears to- be now understood that
the peace plenipotentiaries are mnot to
meet at Washington till some time in
August, As our readers know we ex-
pected nothing from the action taken by
the belligerente upon .the Roosevelt over-
tures but marching and oounter@mhéng
until the great battle of the war which
was and still is pending should have been
This leisurely appointment eeems
to confirm this. The report that President
Roosevelt is exerting himself to secure an
armistice before the battle may be put
down to the imagination of the correspon-
dent, The Czar has not the decision to
confess defeat till all is lost, and such is
the advantage of Japanese position thet a
cessation of hostilities now would seem to
them equivalent in its effecte to losing a
battle. The rainy season in Man i
sets in in August, so that to choose the
date mamed is equivalent to adjourning
the intervention of diplomacy till after
the campaign, The battle, for news of
which we are now waiting, will doubtless
be classed as one of the great ones of his-
tory, How coften have a million men been
engaged over a fronk‘g of two hundred
miles in a direct line? Or, if the move-
ment reported from Northern Corea be a
part of it; three or four hundred miles.
Still what makes a battle great is not its
bigness, but its decisiveness and finality.
fI'o judge of that it is better to wait. 2
impenetrable screen with which Field Mar-
shal Oyama has mag:?ed to conceal his
operations has not only puzzled the eo-
called military critics of Burope, but
baffled General Linevitch, who is reported
“bewildered by his failure to unmaek the
Japanese plans.” The Jong period of indcs
tion has, no doubt,l been devoted by the
Japanese to the augmentation and right
disposal of their forces and supplies, so
that when they move it will be with over-
whelming effect. General Linévitch is
said to be intensely nervous over the
safety of the railway, as he well may be.
The line from Harbin to Vledivostok i,
roughly speaking, parallel to the advancing
front of the Japanese army, the right
wing of which is elinost in touch with it.
To cut that railway at any point woulibe
to isolate Vladivostok. Vladivcetpk is
sentimentally more sacred to the Rujsiane
than any point they have yet cortested,
for the reason that it is on Russian eoil.
1t will be extremely difficult for General
Linevitch to cbey the .orders from Bt.
Petcreburg that no Japanese must be al-
lowed to enter Rusesian territory.

KITCHENER’S VICTORY
(N. Y. Evening Post).

It is reported that the Kitchener plan
for the reorganization of the Indian army
is slated to pass the commons, Such ac-
tion would end a long-standing controversy
between the commander-in-chief and the
viceroy in favor of the former. Lord Cur-
zon, supportéed by the council, has been
willing to abide by the present provision:
of 80,000 men under arms; Lord Kitchener
has almcst to the point of insubordination
pressed a plan for a standing force of 140,
000 and a large increase in the estimates.
Since the dispute has degenerated into the
usual etubbornness c¢n the part of gyvil an-
thority, jealous of its prerogative, and eon-
temptuousness on the part of the military,
the aoceptance of the Kitchener praject
would be a severe blow to the Curzom
government. Lord Kitchener's correspon-

dence is remarkable for soldier-like frank-

ness. Salisbury himself never.spoke more
assuredly of the preespect of Ruesian im-
vasion, and now England is asked to keep
her Indian army permanently on a war
fcoting. The whole project seems to re-
present militarism run mad. Nothing hae
been more alearly proved in the past year
than the inability of Russian to conduct
an aggressive campaign. 1t may be as-
sumed that a few regjments could hold the
northern pesses of India and Afghanistan
for an indefinite pericd. In fact, it might
fairly be maintained that the defence of
India s primarily a diplomatic or cartes
graphical problem. That is, if the home
government would once draw the line of
tinst defence—delimit, in a word, the Brit-
ish s; here of influence—there is little ques-
tion that the present army would meet
any immediate demands of defence. The
rumored success of the Kitchener pro-

| gramme is important chiefly because it

warks Lord Curzon's first serious rebuff,
and because, while straining the military
budget, it shows lamentably that Great
Britain is oblivious to the argument for
reduction of armaments furnished cogently
from the battlefields of Manchuria.
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| panic and at the Admiralty consternation | compartment of his soul, and are not sup-
|

reigns.” Adglir:fxl X\Vircnius, f{hi:‘f t‘l’f t%he posed to conform to'the golden rule: Do
;{g:}:ﬁibﬁ?ﬂj 1}:3.]: t';;:?v{&dﬁm} h]:d ‘r:‘: ; unto others as ye would be done by. 1t 1~
ceived advices regarding the mutiny, but | only on the principle ff* not letting his
that /he was umable to give details. He ! richt hand know what  his left is doing
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