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A MENDACIOUS PREMIER.

Never has a Canadian premier been placed in a more
unenviable position than was Sir Wiltrid Laurier by
his admirer and whilom supporter, Mr, Lloyd Harris on
‘Wednesday night last. Mr. Harris, & summary of whose
speech appears elsewhere in this issue, was giving his
reasons for breaking with his party on the Reciprocity
question. e spoke of the admiration he had always
had for his leader, his loyalty to him, and his implicit

the Province
{unfortunately it is not even partly t

been mo such expenditure as $984,152 la and thn '!'010-
graph knows that the figures are the result of book:
keeping. The actual expenditure for ordinary - pur-
poses was $452,546.63 and represents about one-third of
the total expenditure for the year. The principal
items are education, $106,519.36, intercst $113,416.25, pub-
lc works $133,193.48.  As the Telegraph dught to know,
it it does not, the semiannual drafts of the school
teachers are pald immediately after the close of theé
school term, The interest on several issues of bonds is
payable in January and July and this accounts for the
large payments on this account. The payments for]
public works result from the completion of many im-
portant works after the close of the books for the year.
The payments are not for work-done om the roads in
the fall of the vear, as the Telegraph suggests. The
Highway Act makes it incumbent to close up the high-
way accounts at the end of August.

For the information of the Telegraph and in order
that 1t may not fall into the same error again without
being guilty of maliclous slander, the following state-
ment of public works expenditures between the end of
the fiscal year and the opening of the Legislature for
the past six years are given:—
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1910 .. s ae s ae se ew en 47.65
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The first three years belong to the old Govern.

payments on account of public
of the fiscal year and the open-
ing of the House of §17 The last three years are

ment and show average
works between the close

trust in his truthfulness What Sir Wilfrid told him
he believed, what Sir Wiltrid pledged himself to do!
he took as a red obligation, relied upon it, and in
turn pledged his word to his constituents, ‘When the re- |
fore Sir Wiltrid declared in the West that before \hel
tarift was interfered with there would be an investigation |
by a tarii commission and an opportunity given (\\ll
interests to be heard, Mr. Harris pelieved it, and quoted |
the Premier’s friends and his constitu-
ents who were disturbed by of changes to be
made.

Later rumeors became more insistent wheu Parlia-
ment met and the information was current that negotia-
fions with the United States were contemplated, and
were even begun. Again Mr, Harris was appealed to
by his friends, and was assured by Sir Wilfrid that no
changes would be made before investigation. To make
assurance doubly sure, Sir wilfrid in November re-
peated and confirmed his statements in the House of

statement to his
rumors

Commons. \ 1

Let Mr. IHarris continue the narrative In his own

words: -~

“The third reason which I have for opposing it, i8]1910-—Feb S et o e e
#ihe one to which I attach the most importance, Nofsbah Sthabeh Y .0 s T
“doubt all of the hon. members of this House have hu\l: The dates given are ””M) i [, ”“l opening of the Leg-|
#the same experience that I have had whila these ne-ljdaryre,

and inter
I met a
that

"gutiauons were in progress I had letters

s, and when I went to Western Ont
eat many people who expressed their
\nm"ldlllz might not happen which would affect them |
terests adversely. To one and all of such
for information, I You mneed have no

io,
anxiety

“or the

said:

“reques
“fear whatever,
“alteration of the tariff of thi$ country without a thor-
“ough investigation. I want to state my reasons for
“having given that answer,
“tion from ‘Hansard’ than 1 would like to do, 1 hope tb
“House will be The
“Minister, on th
“the Debate on the Addre
“the Throne, referring to
“West, made this statement:-

w o stated to the people of the Northwest during|
‘my recent trip that it would be our duty to consider |
and to deal with them in the spirit in
dealt with requests from the
1 stated, and my
R. that
a commission of investigation before

the Prime

th me.

310!

sond day of this se

in torthe Speech from

of last snmmer to the

visit

‘their requests
‘in which we
‘people. And I repeat that
: n, friend (Mr L. Borden) quoted my words,
we would have
“we undertook a revision of the tariff,
statement made by myself and quoted by the hon.
rentieman that we would have an investigation by
tariff called forth a
Does any

have always

now.

“ ‘commission before we altered the

‘special cheer from hon. members opposite.

‘hon. member on the other side take issue with the

‘promise I made? Would any of them advocate rush-

into a revision of the tariff without previous in-
vestigation?

“That 1 consider a statesmanlike utterance.
“perfectly satisfied with it, I took it as a distinet and
“definite promi and I made promises on the
“strength of it.”

To this exposure and indictment Sir Wilfrid listened
and had no word of excuse or denial, of apology or justi-
fication, We was caught in a vulgar lie, by his own
supporter, and with a shamed face
in silence.

For a man who prized his honor,
to his pledged word, who appreciate d the obligations of |

other

w,

a public man to be truthful where public interests wer O!]‘t“(‘d to seek elsewhere than in the public accounts.
involved, who had any proper semnse of the shock to|

personal and public confidence involved in the mendacity |
of a party leader, the situation would have been unbear-
able,

national exigencies or by a frank apology.

Henceforth Sir Wilfr

his own condemnation.

eod word is worth exactly that of any other common

prevaricator,

et e e e

THE TELEGRAPH'S MISREPRESENTATIONS.

When the Telograph attempts to deal "with

self and its party ridiculous.

the surplus announced by the Hazen Government on its
was 80
transparently stupid and untruthful as to raise a smile
on all who read it who were familiar with the real con-

transactions for the past year was fictitious,

ditions of affairs in the Province.

It is the. custom of the Government to lay before
the House early in the session a statement of the re
colpts and -expenditures of the Province from the close
of the fiscal year to the opening of the Legisiature.

This statement i3 required by law and is & most usefu
and instructive document, It
derstand, and
to make comparisons one year with another. Notwith:
standing that this statement has been annually
before the House for years as required by

gomething that he wished to keep from the publie,

This is how the Telegraph describes the manher
—*“During the short session the pro-

of its presentation:
*vincial secretary quietly gave the house a document that
“gontained information epough to startle those who
“understood its conmtents, It was a statement of re
“ceipts and expenditures since October 30, the close
#of the fiseal year,
3 “During that time, or only omethird of the year,
“the total expenditure was nearly a million dollars—
"&t exact figures $864,102.12. Of this nmount $223.413
‘was charged to the department of public works, of
w $125,108 is for ordinary expenditure,”
l‘lllmntotth'ralemholm-ldnu

in the

because, there will be no revision or}

and if T make a longer quota-|

'lvarious departments there

peaking in |

" The |

1 was |

he sought refuge| |ernment and the expenditure cannot be charged against

He would have justified his repudiation of al

golemn promise by pleading unforeseen circumstances, or|
1

Sir Wiltrld |4 insane desire to injure the Hazen Government, led

ol er d sither one nor the other, and thereby sealed |
Umurier 014 e s pledg |to a reproduction in its editorial column yesterday of

the
financial position of the Province, it is sure to make it-
Its attempt to prove that

3 is not difficult to un-
s similar statements are made every year
snd published in the journals of the House, it is easy

laid
law the
Telegraph seeks to glve the Impression that it was
smuggled in by the Provincial Secretary this year as

those of the Hazen administration and
payments during the same period of $124,493.14, On
this item alone the payments of the Hazen Government
have averaged $01,730.8¢ less than their predecessors.
To put it briefly the Hazen Government has made every
effort to clean up whe accounts of the year before
closing their books while the old Government did cx
actly the opposite It was announced by Mr, Rohinson
House that the public works appropriation for
the vear he was premier was exhausted in May-—~before
the real work of the year commenced—and for the rest
of the season the work was carried on with money bor
rowed from the bank.

much for the public works expenditures, A
similar comparison of the total of ordinary expenditures

So

for the last ¢ \ght vears gives the following re sults:—
1904 —March 2 .. oo oo ese ee sn an
1905—March
1906—Feb.

1907—Feb.

1908-April
1908-March

» »

200,000, 00
220,206.80

During the years 1804 to 1907 the old Government
had recourse to a variety of suspense accounts to keep
!h-xr actual expenditures from figuring in the returns
|given to the public, In 1908tthe old Government went
fout of office and for the first time in a quarter of a
the actual financial position of the Province |
1scertained, The expenditures in 1907 were given
),000,  about as had been laid before
Legislature for previous. In 1908 it
by an independent audit of the books of (hu‘
had been an actual expendi-|
a quarter of a million more than the
submitted to the House the previous

century

the same

{the
shown

years was |
{

ltn-n of $080,000,
li:u\nmu- nt had
‘\'A‘H
| In comparing the expenditures of the Hazen Gov-
!ur.xm nt it must be borne in mind that since Mr. Hazen's
.\Al\( nt to pm\- r the revenues of the province have heen
eased over a quarter of a million dollars annually,
at the various services of the Province have been
adequately provided for than under the old re-
Furthermore suspense accounts are no longer
and there is no charge of concealment of
expenditures as formerly existed. Had (hese suspense
laccounts of the old Government been eliminated it is
&;dn\\h’[hl if there would have been any material difference
lin the expenditures, between the close of the fiscal year
and the opening of the House, of the old Government
and the Iazen administration notwithstanding the dif-
ference in revenue.
As to the wild and
Telegraph that the total

incre
land t
mor«
gime.
resorted to

untruthful statement of the
expenditurées were nearly a
million dollars, what are the facts? It has be\-n shown
that the total ordinary expenditures were $462,648. As
for the remainder the Government called in a loan of
$268,314 and redeemed outstanding bonds bearing 6 per

ent, interest and amounting to $78,000, paid $56,300
\aﬂ a subsidy to the International Railway and $90,219.43
‘fol the erection of permanent bridges. Legislation for
|both of these expenditures was secured by the old Gov-

"h( Hazen administration, although made by them. If

who was ““““”““tho Telegraph hopes to make good its charge of extra-|

|vagance against the Hazen Government it will be com-

THE TELEGRAPH'S CAUSTIC COMMENT,

{
|
{

The ignorance of the Telegraph coupled with

’thx;;h’surd and uniruthful statement made by its Freder-
icton correspondent regarding the surplus shown by
the Government in the Public Accounts which was ex-
posed by The Standard yesterday.

“Why,” asks the Telegraph, “are these items not
included in the statement for last year?” Had the
Telegraph even an elementary knowledge of the Public
Accounts, or desired to be truthful and honest in its
. ldealings with provincial finances, it could very readily
have ascerfained that each and every one of the items
which it faisely asserts were held back in order that
the Government might show & surplus were duly charg-
ed up in the proper accounts,

This being the fact there is not much sting in the
closing paragraph of the article which says, “Evidence
of the incompetence and extravagance of the administra-
tion steadily accumulates, and the sooner this Govern-
} Iment is retired the better it will be for the finance and
the general interests of the province.” It will require a
more convincing argument than a statement of the Tele-
graph, which has been proven false, to cause the electors
of New Brumswick to swerve from their allegiance te
the Yazen Government which has given the Province
the first honest administration they have had in years.

The Times last evening guotes a portion of a para-
graph from The Standard of yesterday referring to the
Aunditor General. As usual the Times omits the import-
ant part of the paragraph where it says, “There is noth-

Standard has no quarrel with the Auditor General, nor
any particular fault to find with him, and merely pointed
out that in one letter to the Treasury Board he used
language which couveys a different meaning from what

Times to the
impression that there had been an attempt to evade the

show average |-
told the people that Dr. Pugsley was

| tion that had been passed in this prov-
Act was before the House in 1903 and

bill in the form favered by the Labor

. [then said that he knew the st

| Company at Hampton when the muni-

| promoting

he intended, and has been used by the Telegraph and
@nd give the

provisions of the Audit Act when, in poiat of fact, the

MANY PUBLIG
FRANCHISES SCATTERED

Continued from page 3,
Labor Legislation.
The ex-Surveyor General speaking
in St. John on December 10th last

the friend of the working man, and
was responsible for the labor legisla-

ince. The Workmen's Compensation

Dr, Pugs

oy then refused to pass the

Council and labor unions of the city
of St. John, as well as of Moncton.
None of the members for Westmor-
land did anything to Mave the bill put
through in the way suggested by those
bodies. But the Hon. Nir. Hazen urg-
ed that the bill be not passed when
it was against the wishes of the St.
John trade unions and Labor Couneil.
Where was the member for Victoria
County whose volce was always to be
heard about water power matters?

In 1906 there had been a division
of the Westmorland members in the
House against one another. Mr. Copp
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was not all collected and Mr. Sween-

ey said that he would dely anyope to
show that the stumpage was not all
collected, When Mr. Sweeney was
elected and first eame to the House
he boldly stated that assistance should
not be granted to the smaller indus.
tries, but he was a member of the
House a short time later and said
nothing when the bill was passed
granting exemption to the Flewelling

cipal council had not asked for it,
The Hon. gentlemen comprising the
opposition had done nothing towards
Iabor legislation in ths
Houge. In 1907 Dr. Pugsley received
a petition from the Labor Council and
unions of the city of St. John and
Monction complaining that the miner,
the pondman and the quarryman were
excluded from the advantages of the
Compensation Act, and asking that
they be included as was done in the
3ritish laws., Dr. Pugsley then said
it would be an injustice, But how
could it be an injustice for New Bruns-
wick to have the same law that pre-
vailed in England? Why should mnot
the laws of England be good enough
for British subjects in  New Bruns-
wick? Neither one of the four gentle-
men for Westmorland County sald
on> word to aid labor in its conten-
tion. Yet today they claim to be “the
friends of the people.” “Codlin's
your friend, not Short,” is their slogan,

Forest Reserves.

He believed the time was coming
when the province would have to take
some action to have a forest preserve
set aside. He noticed there were two
large blocks of timber land amounting
to 172 square miles to be sold in the
near future. He was told that these
blocks were pretty well cut over, and
he thought it might be well if the sur-
veyor general was to disallow the
transfer of the lease as was done in
1893, Last year only 4,000,000 feet
was cut off the property and the re-
venue to the province from this land
was only about $8,000, If it was pos-
sible this land ought to be conserved
by keeping it closed for a period of
years.
Mr. Hatheway said that the question
of the export of pulpwood cut on
Crown lands of the province was a
matter worthy of consideration, and
he quoted the remarks of public men
both in the United States and this
province, including a number of mem-
bers of the legislature in favor of tak-
ing such action.

In conclusion he trusted that when
the closing of the Grand Falls water
power lease in 1911 was taken up that

man, Hon. Adam Beck, had done, and
that the people of the Province of
New Brunswick would have one half
of the waterpower reserved for them-
selves. If the administration was not
so tied up by the old government
there should be retajned 20,000 horse.
power of the waterpower for the use
of railways and other purposes in the
future. Other franchiges such as that
of the Oilite Company would lapse
in a short time and he hoped that the
government would see to it that the
people of the prevince had their herit-
ages returned to them if these com-
panies had not carried out the pro-
visions of their franchises. Watery
powers and mineral and other depos-
its of the land are the heritage of
the people and it is the duty of the
government to hold them in the best
wlny it can for the benefit of the peo-
ple.

CLOSING COTTON LETTER.

By direct prlvno wires to J. C. Mac.
kintosh & Co. a

New York, March 18~The cotton
market made a great.show of strength
today but when clogely analyzed it
would seem that the May position
maintained most of its steady under-
tone. There was heavy short cover-
ing in that month due to nervous-

the government would do as that geod|
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trol and dealings in that month are

ing in any of these communications that will justify ﬂ“f;‘lh e«;";‘_: “nlibl:‘ n;me ‘nnd‘ a
’ » of ten
the lying statements of the Telegraph and Times. The points  was e diler- :

ence at the close 6 points. |

The room was full that the
pudmed 40 per cent, un would
shortly be attain was pointed
out, however, that in New York
is mow selling within ' ng  dis-

t-neo of a point where cotfon could
ferred from Liverpool at a

lcourse pursued was in entige accord with that act,

be transi
profit. This led to comsiderable prof-
it taking on the rise, but the M

dangerous to bull and bear mlike,
There was little bullum in tho uow
crops. Reports of

some portions of the sm wm
followed by despatches nuuu ﬂut a

hot sun had quic dissi, the
moisture, It looks it the lmll in-
terests have planned to
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