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abcut it, and glorifi:d him for s:vl ggrace. Both betame
earnest, consistent followers of Jesus, and lived =o, and
were a great power for good in home, factory, town and
church. About three years after his conversion he met
with a fatal accident, but lived for months after it, full
of patience, love and faith, snd then went home to his
** Father's hounse,”” a monument.of what redeeming grace
can do, —Journal and Messenger,
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How To Be A Pastor.

BY REV THEODORE L. CUVLER

What is the chief objct of the Christlan minister? It
goes without saying that it is to win souls to Jesus Christ.
The chief element of power with every true minliter
should be heart-power. The majority of all congrega
tions—rich or poor—are reached not so much through
the intellect as through the affections. This is an en.
conraging fact; for ouly. one man in ten may htave the
talent to be & very grest preacher ; but all the other nine,
if they love Christ and love human sounle, can becom=
great pestors. Nothing gives a pastor such heart-power
as personal attentions to his people, for everyhody loves
to be moticed. Rspeclally is personal sympathy wel.
come in seasons of trial. Let a pistor make himsell at
home in everybody's home; let him come often and
visit their sick rooms, and kneel beside their empty cribe
and thelr broken hearts and pray with them ; let him go
and see the business mau when they have suffired re
verses, and glive them a word of cheer; let him recognize
and speak kindly to the ch'ldren, and he will weave a
cord around the hearts of his prople that will. stand =
prodigious pressure. Hlis Inferor sermont(for about
every minlster presches such sometimes)will be kindly
cond'ned and be can lsunch the most sharand pusgent
traths at them from the pulpit, and they will not take
offense. He will have wun their hearts to himeelf, and
that is a mighty step toward drawiug them to *he roxunse
of God and winning thelr souls to the Saviour, ‘‘A honse
golug winister,’’ suid Chalmers, *‘makes a church-going
p ople.”

The chief end of a minister's work must never be lost
sight of. Itis to awaken the careless, to warn the en-
dangered, to comfort the sorrowing, to help the weak,
and to edify bellevers; in short, it is to muke had people
good, and good people better. Preachirg strong gosp+l
s rmons is one of the myst ¢ff :ctive means to this exd,
Bat it is not the only one Oauteile of the pulpit every
messenger of Christ can come to close guarters with the
judividual roul and preach eve to eye; no one can dodge
such preachiog or go to sleep nnder it . If the shepherd
cav on'y save the sheep by golng after the sheep then
woe be unto him it he neglect hladu'y! As many souls
sre won to Christ outside the palpit asin the pulpit.
Every discourse, too, can be lodged more securely in the
hearts of the ptople by constant and
aff sctionate  intercourse with them during the
week, I am fi'mly persuaded that if many =a
minister would take partof the time he now spevds ia
po ishing bis dlscourses, aud devate it to pastoral visita-
tion. he would have larger congregations aad a far larger
pumber of conversions to Christ. Pe would be a
healthier man for the physical exercise ; he wou'd bea
more finent speaker from ths the practice he would gein
in personal conversation ; he would be a muct more
tender, elcquemt, and beart-moving ambassador of
Christ.

*‘How shall I become such a pastor?'’ To this ques-
tion I wou!d reply, Determine to become one, cost what
it meay. If you are shv and bashful, cwquer your diffi
dence; « men has no busl to-bs a shepherd if he is
afraid of the sheep. If you are natorallv reserved and
reticent, unlock your lipse., Go and talk with your
people about anything or everything, uutil you get in
touch with them; and then if vou have any grace
or “gumption' yom can certainly manege to say
something to them about the *‘ove thing needfnl " It
s not best that & minister should talk exclusively about
things spiritual. Talk to them about their business, and
show you interest in what they are doisg, Encoursge
them to talk with you about your discoa'ses ; yon will
dlscover what shots strike and what are only blank car-
tridges. Watch.your chance to put in a timely and lov-
ing word for your muster. You are Christ's man on
Christ's busines*. If you can only gain your point by
going often to the house, then go often.’ One soul won
wine others. You can reach the parents sometimes by
reaching the son or daughter. These personal conversa-
tiovs with individual souls will train you to be a closer,
more suggestive and practical preacher They will make
you colloquial and simple snd direct in the pulpit, Half
of all the preaching is fired into the air. By knowing
your anditors thoroughly, you can learn how to take sim.
You will gather aleo most precious material for your ser-
mous by golng about among your people and finding out
what they are doing, what they are thinking, what they
are suffering, and what they need,

Resolve to devote s portion of every day to pastoral
service. 'ro-illhhqn m-uon consumes & vast

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

g0 ; one hour with a live man nfay teach you more than
two hours with a dead book. D) your book work and
your Bible study in the foremoon, when your mind is
fresh ; devote your afterpoons to makiog or ivi
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Greek church, They also count time by the Jallan oal-
endar, or ** Old Style,” as it is i called, instesd
of the Grqorhn calendar by which ws and most of the

visita, Vour even'ngs can be used for relivious services
and for some social recrestions, and for occasional pas-
toral visits aud for gene<al reading. But be wise enough
not to burn out your braius in writing sermons by lamp-
light, Morning {e the time which God gives you for
study.—~N, V. Advocate.
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Repeated Chastisements.

In reading the Bible, oue, if given to careful refl setin,
is impressed with the accounts of God's repeated judg-
meuts, or diversified chastisements. Pharaoh refused to
to let his people go at his command, and plague succeed-
ed plague. When God hsd av abderate ract on his
hands in the wildern+ss, sore dispensation multiplied
according to occasion and wquirement. All through
Tsrael's history it becime necessary to add stroke to
stroke. In the New Testement record a smccession of
adverse and trying-conditions appears,

Marvel at snd criticise this method of divine procedare
as one may, Gud has in and through it a bereficent de-
sign.. Man is very forgetful, and natorally heedless.
He needs the power of repetition to ald dull memory and
to deepen the sens= of responsibility. Pharsoh ignored
God snd obligation upon the lifting of the first admoni-
tion. He hardened his heart against a teaching and
jifglog God, and had to learn his lesson in the school
of hitter experience. Plagues followed in telling suc-
cestion untll he was brought to know his own littleners
snd God’s greatness and until he recognizsd that du'y
had claims upon him and that he could have no or
peace noless he released an oppressed people and allowed
them to work out their ordained mission under other and
d.ff :rent conditions.

It is useless to grarrel with Go>das he makes his on-4

slaughts upon ouar slippery memories and our very sel-
fish lives. It s far more to the point to note his purpose
init, tofall into line with it and to gather outof ita
storehonse of experience that will ablde with us for
guldance, inspiration and d'rection all our days. Dark
and trying providences are in vain. They may come
oftener than we may wish or relish, and may canse many
a surprise, but they are needful to keep alive a tender
aud responsive spirit and to begét a growing dependence
upon au overru'ing and directive power. The more we
hold bick and fall to respond to the ficat, second or
third monition, the londer and more urgent the subse-
quent dispensations until we let go all that s*ands in the
way of « hearty, full and implicit complance with the
reguirements of the hour. God may then 'ift tne pain,
bnt he leaves the mark of the chastisement for our good
inafter times. The ¢xperiencedin life brar many an
impress of repested adversity, bat the sanctifid infl ience
is among their most priz+d memories.

It some!imes happens that persons under mnhlpl‘d
afilictions think they have reached the Hmit of divine in-
flletion or of & p~ssible endurance. Bat lower depths of
misery exlst and larger measures of sorrow could be
meted out. God has not exhansted his power to chas-
tise. His resources are infinite. The woret Las never
ben experienced. There are still bitterer cups to drink
or heavier strokes to bear, God can destroy both body
and sonl. He kuows how much punishment to send,
and when itis enough. We are in bis hande. He is
merciful and good, as well as just and righteouns, It is
not ours to find fanlt but to recogu'zs the bemeficence
of his deslioge, and see In them an evidence
of the worth of the soul wbich he thus seeks
to save. He warns as ve‘k as entreats. He « fllicts as
well as blesses. He thinke so much of the soul's
restoration to his own imsge that he neglects no agency
that provides happy resulte in this direction. He seeks
to purify the dross from the gold of charsctar and to
Isavé the bright, prec'ons and endaring sabstance. He
implants fear as well as develops love in human pature
by his disciplinary procerses, and therehy, shows the
high estimate which he places upon it. There is love in
his sharp and sdverse siftiags as well as in his generous
and p osperous dealings, and if we are rightly di posed
toward him, we will bless and howor him for his repeated
chastisements as well as for his multiplied mercles. He
is in all things, and overrules everything to the permar-
ent welfare of all who put their trust and hope In him as
the providential and gracions disposer of all events.—
Presbyterian,
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Christmas Around the Wo.ld

The Christmas festivities vary in different countries
In our own land there arethe giving of presents, the
church gring, the dinners, and the festive jy that pre-
vail both among the bigh and the low. But there is ore
part of onr country where the Christmes customs are
signelly diverse from those of any ot“er portion of
America, and that is in that great northern territory call.

B kon. This method of computing
time bdnp all th fixed holidays twelve days later tham
our customary dates. Thus the Russian Christmas occurs
on the sixth of our Jmnry

One of the most | | tside of the
charch servics practised in Aluh is what they call “Go-
ing around with the stare.’’ A large star with six or more
polnts is made on a light wood frame, somewhat gandily
peinted and decorated with brightcolored tissue paper,
and this is b roe round from house to house by a party
of boys and girls. Wherever they stop they are invited °
ia, for everybody keeps ‘*open housa'' at this seasom,
where they sing some of the musical Russlan Chr'stmas
carols, after which they sre regaled with what dainties
are upon the table.

This golng aronnd with the star is prac'ised three
nights, and s supposed to typify the qiest of the wise
men who followed the Siar iv search of the Infant
Christ. The third night the “Starbearers'” are more or
less disturbed by bunds of maskers, who go around and
try to citch the *“'Star parties’' and destroy the star,
These maskers are believed to represent the soldiers sent
by King Herod to destroy the young children in hope
that the Infant Jesus would perish {n the slenghter. ;

The Christms festival in Mexico is one long, bilarious
holidiy. Long befire the Holy Night, the Mexicans,
young ani old, mimn and women, are preparing for the
Christmas season. First come the rebearsale for the
** Pastores,’’ somstimes calied the Mexican Puseim Pay,
The Pastores follows night after night, passing even inte
the climax of the so'emn midoight mass of the ¢ thedral.
The “‘passadas’ next claim the atteution of the people,
This is s home, observamce, symething similar to the
Chr stmae tree of the German peopls, Evary family has
one of thess trees, and the children hasg thelr gifte npon
it, and & figure in a muk to resemble Sints Claus gives
all the presents awav, sdapting his gift and his speech to
the wishes and necessities of sach ome. After the dia.
tribation of presents, there follows the week of worldly
enj ryment, the contests over the gaming tables, the
revslry of balls and fetes, and the brataal sports day and
night ia the bloody hoase a table s kept furnished sl
dey with wine, cake and ‘seeetmests for wisitors,
who talk flet, comsliment, aund sip wine and
nibble ek with remirkidle prrssverancy, Rwen the
hirds are not forg stten, and every Norweglan hange oot &
sher! of corn or wheat for thele Cirlstmas dinner., The
esrolling of thase birds aboat the gihies and rools of the
prasants’ cottage makes a Nocw glan Christmas cheery,
Tae burning of the Vi'e log {s com noa to every Chrls-
tian couatry, bat in the Back M)natala there ls a
'great log o' Christms,” and there ar: smaller loge for
esach membsr of the famlly. The wro! must he cat be-
fore sunrise Christmise mirning. The head of the house,
followed by his family, goes into thy forest and euts
down a standing stamp. We then takes off his cap to the
log, turne toward the east, crosses himielf, and
off r» up this prayer: '‘Give to me and to Christ-
mes abundantly, O Gad."" If by chance the log falle
the wrong way, they cut another, uunless indeed
they choose to be unlucky for a year. The loge
are drawn to the house and Jeaned sgainet the wall,
with the cut en'e appermost. If one by mistaks s re-
vereed, the whole thing must be done over sgain, or else
misfortuna will be sure to come to the family, When
the fire is lighted. there is great jry ln the howsehwld,
bat mo one on any accouit must speak of witcher after
the great log is placed on the hearth, for they are sup-
pased to be figing around on Christmas night as “plenti-
ful as sparks "—Fred Myron Colby, in New Vork
Observer.
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‘Old Age,

Professor [ywett, the great mater of Rallio! College,
had wise worde to speak on the crucial tople of growlng
old. He wrote to s friend :

“The lat*r years of life appear to m+, from s certaln
point of view, to be the best. They are less disturdel
by care snd the world; we begin to w-der tead that
things rea'ly naver did matter so much as we suppreedl,
and we ate ab'e to see them more in thelr trae propos -
tion, iustead of belng overwhelmsd by them, We are
more resigned to the will of God—neither afraid to de-
part nor oversnxious to stay. We cannot see into an.
other life, but we believe, with an ine~tingnishable hope,
that there is something still raserved for ue .’

It is wortt while to remember his hints for old age,
full, ae they are, of a practical w'sdom .

Beware of the coming on of age, for it will not be de-
fied.

A man caunot become yoang by overexerting himeelf,

A man of sixty should lead a guiet, open-air life,

He should collect the young about him,
BC should set other men to work,
nﬂ. at ¢ixty, to have uq'ﬂred authorl'y, retic.
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