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Pumsarreniaxian: in England is not
strong.  There are only 65,065 members.
fhere has been s gain of 1,000 during
the last year, and au inoresss of over
$100,000 in benevolent contributions.

——The wealth of Oreat Britain can be
judged of from the' fact that one penny
sdded to the income tax brings a reve.
nue of $11,000000, —— The London
Freeman thinks there never has been &
time when the demand “for strong
preaching and the supply of weak
présching have been greater than now,
—The suniversaries of the Northefn
Baptists begin one week from the date of
this paper. They are held in Chicago.
e Berlin, with 1,600,000 of a popula
tion, has ehurch accommodation for only
50,000, in every 30, The
cathedral of Milan, still unfinished, is
said to have cost up to the pre
sent  $110,000,000. many -mis.
sionaries would this have supported?
e Not half of the fortyfour students
st Newton are from New Englagd. It
is no wonder that our’ chnrchexlhern
make demands upon outside States and
provinces for pastors.

or one

How
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— Our A¥R10AN CHURCHES.—A brother,
in the obituary of Bro. Hopewell, refers
to the little African church at Otnabog,
There are several African churches in
New Brunswick and .a larger sumber in
Nova Scotia. ‘We believe that our de-
nomination should have a more tender
and generous care over these scattered
flocks. If brethren-in the  ministry
should visit them occasionally we are
sure that good would be done both to
preachers and hearers, and the warmest
feeling of brotherhood would be aroused.
Shall there not be'more of this attention
given to these brethren in the Lord in
the future?

— Perio1oar, LiterATURE o8 THE Ux!*
78D STATES AND CANADA.—From Rowell 8
American Newspaper Directory we lear?
that there are 17,760 periodicals pub-
lished in these two countries. Of these
13,164 are weeklies, and 11,118 have a

" girculation of less than 1,000. According

to the lowest estintate, these 17,760 perio-
dicals send out the ‘v\normous number of
3,481,610,000 copies’ per year. This
would give 267 copies of papers to each
of the 13,000,000 families supposed to be
comprised 'in the population of the
United States and Canada. It cannot be
said the people of this continent have
not enough to read. If the quality were
a8 good as the quantity is great, what a
%nnd thing it would be!

— Dowx Gprary —The London Free
man, in the following editorial remark;
evidently recognized as a fact a “ down
grade " tendency in England, although
it was rather severe on Mr. Spurgeon for
his writing and action respecting it :

And if such a student were to ask the
chief secret of failure in the pulEil at
the present hour he might perchance
find it 10 lie in want of definiteness. A
very widespread complaint asserts that
much ot the preaching of the day is too
hazy. There is s want of clearness,
Careless souls are not led to see clearly
their danger. Anxious souls fuil to find
clear direction on the way of salvation.
On the suthority of Beripture and the
Atonement of our Lord there is hesitat
ing statement. The culture of righteous
ness may be well stated and enfe l,

their case. Heo asks “ Who taught you
such nonsense 7" referrind to a atate
ment of Mr. Spurgeon that “ Every
funeral i€ God's repetition of his ana
thema against sin.” This is & portion of
his parting advice

“ Lot me advise you te widen the circle
of which you are tha centre, You are
surrounded by offererk of incense. They
fintter your weakness, they laugh at
your jokes, they feed you with compli
ments, My dear Spurgeon, you are too
big & wan for this. Resounce it, Take
in more fresh air. Open your windows
oven when the wind is in the east. Scat
ter your ecclesinstiopt harem. This en
largement of your social relaticns will do
you good, and build your character and
sotion on a larger scale. [do notsay
destroy your oircle; I simply say en
large it. As with your circle, so with
your reading. You are inexotisably con
temptuous in your reviews of authors
who bave forgotten more than you and
I put together ever knew, You are
much too off handed with your brother
Baptist ministers. You are also much
too free in your excommunications, He
lieve me, you are really not infallible
Pardon me if I venture upon the sugges
tion that even you are at least’ presum
ably buman., T almost tremble at my
own temerity, for I cannot but think
that any man who expels the whole Bap
tist Unfon must occupy a sovereign
place in some pantheon of his own in
vention.”

Most men, did they really desire to
profit another by plain advice, would
speak to himin private,and not through
the public print. There is an insolence
almost bratalin utterances of this kind
before the public. The ostentatious
parade of a single desire, in it all, to do
Mr. Spurgeon a friendly turn, bears on
the face of it the wellmarked linea
ments of hypocritical pretense. And
then the parting, “ Good-bye, you sturdy
tlenest old soul.” - How - selldatisfied
the .assumption of easy fgmiliarity
and Lalf-contemptuous superiority ! Mr.
Spurgeon has needed much grace in
the stand he has taken against New

heology tendencies.  This effusion of
Dr. Parker will try patience, if it is not
regarded as Dr. P. esteems Calvinism.

— Do Mourpoox’s Rerry. — We re-
ferred to the Christian Inquirer's state-
ment that “after three quarters of a

century . . .. we have scarcely a self-
governing church in all the heathen
worl Dr. Murdock, the Secretary of

the A¥gerican Baptist Missionary Union,
bas replied. e says:

“ Now . the real fact is that of 521
churchés in Burma, 377 support them-
selves and manage their own.affairs with.
otit any help or interference on the part
of the missionaries. It is alsd.¥ fact that
these churches manage their\affairs as
well, on the average, as a like number of
churches in any region of the Eastern or
Middle States of this country. Their
discipline, | might venture to say, might
safely be studied by the majority of the
home churches as an example to be fol-
lowed. These native churches not only
support theit own pastors, build their
chapels, pareonages and school-houfes,
but they support theif schools and na-
tive preachers—that is, those who are
left to their care by those unwise people
and churches in this country, who insist
in getting nearer to the missions by tak-
ing the work out of the hands ef the na-
tive people, Nearly all the money ex-
pended on native preachers in Burma
comes from these specific gifts of our
people. It is o fact that some native
churches are hindered from doing what
they would easily and cheerfully do by

for on this there seemis little room for
doubt. But on all points that can be
doubted the doubt is heft or intensified.
Men want this nowhere, least of all in
religion,

- DE. Pagxur vo Mu. Sronoson.—.Dr
Parker of the City Road chapel, London,
is the Talmage of the metropolis of the
world, He s an.adeyt at sensational
idm, while he #u:n of great and varied
power. His lalest sensation is an open
lotter to Mr, Spurgeon in The British
Weekly. For ihsulting effrontery we
have scarcely ever seen it equalled. He

> wpeaks to him as Spurgeon, and my dear

HBpurgeon, eto, in the most approved
slap him-on-the-back way. He tolls him
that his heari has an immense advan
fage over his head. Of & oarieature of
Calvinism which he implies is Mr. Spur
geon's, he says :

“That kind of Calvinism 1 will not con-
descend to bate, it is too far down in ite
native perdition to allow of a boot to
kick it and yet retain a boot's proper re-
spectability.”

" ‘'his is very smart, as Dr. Parker seems
to be well awsre, but it bas been just
the kind of Calvi Mr. 8p

the sup viceable gifts of American
Christians, 4
In our Asiatic missions there are 042
native churches, of whioch 426, or noarly
two thirds, pay thair own way and man-
age their own affairs. And it ought to be
known that during the last few years
nearly ail the inorease of our means and
foroes have been directed to new fields,
to establish stations and preach the gos-
| where Christ.is not known. We have
oft Lower Burma with a vast unevange
lised population, with only one man each
in the more important stations which are
the centres of vast heathen communities.
It may be that the time has come for an
advance | we have been thinking that it
is aven 40 ; but the line of that advance
must be through what we have already
gained
And to show that something has been
ined, lot 8 be remembered that the
distriot of Tavoy and Mergul was left for
nearly twenty-five years without ihe
presence of  missiosary, and that dur-
ing all this time they paid thieir own way
directed their own affuirs. If they
did not make much advince they at
least beld their own. There is no reason
doubs bhat the Karen churches, in the
¥ Bassein Dis-

preaches which has made the strongest
and best men tho world has ever seen,
snd, we believe, it has been largely this
which has made Mr. Spurgeon’s preach-
ing & power to the ends of the earth,
while Dr. Parker's has gone little beyond
The letter gives two instances of peo-

pecuniary help and only & 1
sionary supervision. But there is still
need of ‘A i help in lisi

the heathen millions smoug whom the
Christian of Lower Burma
dwell. The achools, which are designed
to buttress and render more permanent
life of the

On'Dr. Murdock’s letter the Inquirer
replies : A

What we mean by selfgovernment is
emancipation from American control.
The Spirit of God, and 30,000 Christians,
with 524 preachers of their own race,
ought to take eare of Burmah, a countr:
which has a population but one fnurl.{
larger than che State of New York.
These native preachers ought to push
the gospel in- new fields in their own
country. - They speak the language,
they understand the ocustoms of the
people, and must be the bést-equipped
evangelists, Therefore, let our American
missionaries in that field ,go on to new
regions. - Perhaps the Holy Ghost would
honor Himself if allowed to super

[intend these churches gathered out of

heathenism. Perhaps our plané have
too little room in them for the Holy
Spirit to operate.

Uxuoory Parkxrs.--The following
from the Congregationalist is full of sug-
gestion and solemn warning

Many & parent indifterent to religions
things hopes his children will be Chris
tinns ; but it is more than likely thatthey
will not be, and the parents will be held
responsible for their children’s want of
religion, A London paper gives an ac
count of #village containing ninety-eight
families with children over ten years of
age. In twentyseven families both pa-
rents are professing Christians, and so are
eighty-four of their 125 children. In
nineteen familios only one parent is a
Christian, and of their ninety five chil-
dren only thirty-one follow the Christian
parent. None of the parents in the re
maining fifty-two families are Christians,
and of their 139 children only thirteen
are followers of Christ. If fathers and
mothers are not lovers of Christ, they
miay bo almost certain that their children
will follow their exmmple, and at the day

of judgment will charge them with their |

awlul loss,

— CATHOLKC AGORRSSION IN (IRRMANY.
The clerical or Catholic party in the

German Diot has assumed new import

ance; since the result of the last eléction |

has left the government in a minoritygl

unless this party come to its help
Through its leader, Dr
has formulated ity demands. These in
olude the creation of a Catholic seotigh
in the Ecclesiastioal Affairs Departmént
a settlement of the question reletive %o
the appointment of priests ; the abrogs:
tion of the Sperrgesets, by which priests
in certain cases are deprived of their
stipends ; a supervision of the schools by
priests; the free: admission of Catholie
religious orders into Prussia, and the pro-
hibition of the use of Catholic churches
by old Catholies. It appears as if Dr.
Windthorst had made the blunder so
often committed by the church of Rome
of making demands so exorbitant that
they could only be refused. The Minis-
ter of Ecclesiastical Affairs has said the
government could not comply with
these demands. Particular denomina-
tions could not: claim to be represented
in the Dapartment of Public Worship. A
bill dealing with the Sperrgesetz would
be introduced into the Diet. - He de-
clined tointerfere with the Old Catho
lics.
or :
The Transfiguration.

BY REV. GEORGE B. TUFIS,

The time was in'the night. The apos-
tles were “heavy with sleep.” The
place was undoubtedly Mount Hermon,
about forty miles north of the Sea of
Galitee.

Connected with this supernatural
event were four miracles inr one. The
first was Christ transfigured—His faco
shining with heaverily glory, and Hie
raiment white and glistering as the
light. The second was the appearing of
Moses and Elijah, two great names of
the Old Testament. Heaven could not
have sent & more choice delegation of
her saints. - The third miracle was the
luminous cloud, the symbol of God's
presence, overshadowing them with its
dasaling light. "The fourth was the voice
of God-.* This is My beloved Son ; hear
ye Him " .

First. The Transfiguration strength
ons faith. Bix days before the event,
Jesus told His disciples that He must
#00u be put to death, This could not be,
they thought, if. He were really the
Christ, Would not His mission then
end in defeat, gnd the cause they had
espoused ocome to ruin? Weak was
their fhith, disappointed theit hopes,
But now our Lord takes three of them to
Mount Hermon. The glory of heaven is
about Him. A voice is heard. Two
saints from the other world sppear, and

Windthorst, it |

|
|

the body. Therefore they attached

great importance to the embalming of

their dead. The Greek and Roman phil-

osophers and poets—Hesiod and Plato

are examples—held firmly to the same

truth. The views of the ages are well

expressed in the oft repeated lines that

Addison has put into the mouth of Cato:

“ It must be so, Plato,

Thou reasonest well ;

Else whence this pleasing hope, this fond
desire,

This longing after immortality ?

'Tis heaven itself that points out'a here-
after,

And intimates Eternity to man.”

And yet the able reasoning of the
great thinkers of the past in favor of the
soul's imperishable nature does not fur-
nish anincontrovertible proof, but only a
strong presumptive argument. In one
point it fails. [t doos not afford aly ex-
ample of existence after death, But the
Transfiguration gives the proof. Moses
bad been laid away more than 1400 years
before this event. Did his soul die with
the body? Did his burial in the land of
Monb terminate his existence? After
his death 500 years pass away, and Elijah
is carried home in a chariot of fire.
Though he is no mpre on earth, has he
With his translation did
o the end of his being? Or is
a future state unseen by the eye of
Our inquiries- are answered,
s of 900 years from the time

Conse(
there c
there

mortala ?

dijah bad been borpe to heaven,
and 1400 years after Moses had been laid
away, botlr of these worthies come forth
again to carth, Upon the stage of hu:
man action they are seen by mortal eyes

and beard by mortal ears. The proof is
thas furnished that though men dié they
shall live again,

Third. The mighty scene gives proof of

the reeognition of ssints in the -future
world

Many arguments drawn wholly
wson seem to favor the idea that
all know our friends in heaven. In
this life our memories enable us to dis

tinguish one another, and recognize per
o008 from whom we have been long
separated, We hold in mmemory their
physieal’ features, tones of yoioe, and
mental peculiarities, And will not our
faculties be equal, st least, in heaven to
what they are. on earth? Shall we not
then know our friends there ss well as
here? Moreover, it often happens that
persons who are once intimate have been
long separated—from youth to old age.
Time and change have wiped out every
mark by which they once knew each
other. They are entire strangers. But
they accidently meet in a foreign land.
During the conversation reference is
made to some circumstance which oc-
curred in childhood, and mention is
made of old associates. Instantly events
long forgotten flash upon the mind, the
old friendship is' renewed, and they are
adquainted as in days- long gone by.
May we not infer that in some such way,
or by some such means, we shall be
koown and recognized in heaven. But
the argument from Scripture is more
forcible. David, at the” death of his
child, said: “ He will not return to me,
but I shall go to him.” In our Lord’s
discourse, Luke 16, we timd that the rich
man knew Abraham, and recognized him
a8 hisancestor. Abraham also knew the
rich man and called him his son, To these
references add the account of the Trans-
figuration, and the argument is greatly
strengthened. Moses and Elijah were
separated in this world by a space of
more than five centuries; and while
heaven is now for a short time repre-
sented by them on earth, they seem to
be acquainted with each other. They
also had an interest in what was going
on in this life, so far as itrelated to their
Redeemer's glory. Peter recognized

 Moses and Elijah, and Beard them talk

of Christ and His decease. Do we not
thus learn that the thoughts and con-
verse of the departedisaints are one,
and that there are common joys in hea-
ven? e

Fourth, The 'l‘uunﬁfuntinn shows
that the prominent plan in man's re-
demption is the death of Christ. What
did Moses and Eljjab talk sbout during
their short visit to earth? “If the spos-
tles questioped them abdiit heaven,—its’
inhabitants, its glory, a%d the employ-
ment of the redeemed,—ws have no
record of the answers. Neither did
those hesvenly ones tall¥ of the apostles,

add their testimony to His Messiahahip
Then it is seen who He really is, and the
disciples can doubt no more. Their faith
is now strong. God's voice is so plam
that it can never become insudible, snd

P h their® sucoess, their
trials, their sufferings. Nor did they
speak of Christ's pure life, His perfeot

ple, His wonderful teachi These

the light of heaven is 80 clear that it can
never grow dim.

Secondly. The mighty soene on ths
mount is a proof of the soul's immortali-
ty. Inall ages and in all lands the eter-
nity of man has been held as a funda
mental trath, The Egyptians believed
that the existence of the soul depended

are i ting, and have their ' place.
But.there is one mlzkot.w-uhg above
these, as the Alps towers above the mole-
bill. Not the life of Jesus, but the
death of Jesus, d the j of

- T - — ——
in some way upon the preservation of | than the example of Rome's moral

philosopher, Seneca, who died by suicide,
or the example of the renowned philoso
pher of Athens, who died by drinking
the hemlock. But the Christ whoean.
redeem men lost in sin,’ is the Cheist
who stepped into the sinvet's place as a
substitute ; who became the world's
Passover Lamb sacrificed for us; who
was made sin for us that we might be
made the righteousness of Godin Him,
His own self bare our sins. He gave
His lifo & ransom. We have redemption
through His blood. We thus see why
the heavenly visitors now take for their
subject of canversation the death of the
Lord Jesus. Only through his death were
men to be saved, and heaven was inter- |
ested. The death of Christ was import.
ant to the eaints of the Testament
as well as to the saints ofitleXew; and |
heaven is so interested th;>n delegation
of her saints come to earth and speak of |
it. The centuries circle round the cross.
The Atonement is the central star—the
Aleyone—in the system of man's re-
demption, “the Acropalis of the Chris-
tian faith.” ;
Fifth. The Transfiguration com‘e?a to
our mind some idea of the glories of
heaven, and the blessedness of the re
deemed. Peter was so captivated by the
scene, that he said : “1tis-good for nsto
be here.,” If the dim foreshadowing of
the glory of heaven o enrapturad him,
what must the reality be? The mpunt |

land, and Christ was only transfigured;
but in heaven He will shine forth in His
majesty, clothed with honor and power,
On Mount Hermon there were only two

oity—Mount Zion—there will be an in

spirits of the just msde perfoct. The
mouut was only ‘a repiresentation, and
that momentary ; but heaven will be a
reality, and ita joys eternal. The dis
ciples beheld the scenp with earthly
eyes, dim at bestj; but the glories of the
apper world will not be looked upon
with the natural vigion,
will be fashioned like ufito the glorious
body of the Som of God.  Heaven is
wisely shut out from ns at present, In
the meantime, let us do our aliotted
work and becomo fitted to enjoy heaven's
glories hereafter. What a destiny gwaits
the righteous, We shall be like Jesus
and Shall see Him as Ho is.
Belfast, Maine.

W. B. M, D.

“Be ye steadfnst, immovable,always abound
ing In the work of the Lod, forasmueh
a8 yo know your labor s not in vale
in the Lord.”

PRAYER TOPIC FOR MAY.
h For Native Christians,
Schools.—Is4, 45: 8,

Feachers and

The Misslonary Outlook In Britisk india:
BY MABEL ARCHIBALD,
ACADIA SEMINARY, WOLFVILLE.

So far the success of the gospel in
India has been almost exclusivély among
the Patishs or outcasts. The mission-
aries as a general rule rather hold aloof
from  the learned classes, and these ap-
pear to have been neglected, owing pro
bably to the fact that they are not casily
reached. Any one can see how it might
be easier to take a poor illiterate negro,
educate him, and help bring him to
"Christ rather than undertake to influ-
ence & wealthy, educated infidel. Yet
one reached in this class who will turn
his wealth and influence to Christianity
would be capable of doing much good.

Among the corruptions of the Hindu
superstition is the division of its society
into castes, which is incorporated in
their whole religious economy. The
different cas'es clustered together in
hamlets and were bound by laws to have
no intercourse with ‘each other—not
even to render assistance in sickness,
If they violated these laws they w
despised by their family, and reckonsd
with the outcasts.

The women at this time were debarred
from all society. A certain portion of
the house called the Zenanas was set
apart for them. The women of higher
rank were seldom seen in public; and
after a hard day's labor the poor native
woman often went home to suffer from
the cruel blows of an intoxicated hus-
band. Other great social evils are in-
fanticide, child-marriage and the immo-
lationof widows on the funeral piles of
their husbands. o

In looking at the state of society to-
day we find that ignarance is not uni-
versal and that the people are graduall,

e

| the great religions.

was only a faint émblem of the isture |

of the heavenly saints, but in the holy |

numerable company of angels, and the |

These bodies |

Now the priest, who is pure enough to
enter the most exalted circle of Hindu
heaven can sit all day long on a hard
bench between two outeast Parialis, the
vilest of the vile, for whom there ia no
The lncomotive, like
sward . of
the prairies, is cutting up a fiith whose
roots run down deep into by-gone wges.

place in Paradtise,

a ploughdhare turning the

There are many other agencies st work
tearin® away this inveterate distinctiop.
The plan a-lopted by most of the Mission

| echools, that caste must be formally dove

away with before baptism, is working to-
wards this end. In the schools where
they educate all the castgs together
young men find that birth, rank and
caste are of no avail; but that all de-
pends upon diligence, perseverance and

| character.

It is a peculiar distinction of India
that it has been the theatre of nearly sll
Hinduism, Budhism,
Mahommedanism and Christisnity have
all made trial of their moral power here.
[he lirst three have each had many cen,
turies of opportunity and yet Christianity
has done more for the elevation of In-
dian society in the last filty years than in
all the ages of their respective domiil
ions. Neither Budhism or Mshomme-

[davism had made any serious impres-

sion upon caste, nor had been able to
mitigate the wrongs which Hinduism had
done for women. }

The horrors of the Buttes and the
| murder of female infants were left un
checked until the British governmbmt,
inspired by missionary influence, brand-
ed them as infamous snd made them
crimes. The native sentiment of India

ia now chavgad. Child marriage is com-
| ing-intp disrepute, and some of the native
states bave agreed to forbid it alte
gother.
| In Indis there is now an opportunity
| to help millions of women to throw off

the bondage which so cruelly oppresses

them. The Zenanas sre nag opened
| from one end of India to the other. The

Lord has thus given to Christian women
a key to oped one of the great doors of
the mission worll. The necessity of wo.
mwan's work in this o untry-is shown by the
condition and needs of the women, by

their power in the family, by the fact’
that their elovation must be brought
aboud wainly through the efforts of
Chriftian women. The women of Indis
are despised and down trolden on every
hand. The most of them sccept their
lot with a dulness and contented apathy;
byt many have roused to a sense of their
burdens. A prayer offered by a pupflin
a mission school expresses the soul long-
ings of many of them.

Sho says

4“0 Lord ‘hear my prayer! For ages
dark ignorance has brooded over our
minds and spirits, lika a cloud of dust it
rises ard wraps us round; and we are
like prisoners in an old and mouldering
house, choked and buried in the dust of
custom ; and we have no strength to get
out.  Bruinad and beaten we are like the
dry husks of the sugarcane, when the
swéet juice has been extracted. Crimi-
nals confined in jails are happier than
we, for they know something of Thy
world, They were not born in a prison,
bu[t we have not for one day, no, not
even in our dreaws scen Thy world, and
what we have ndtjseen we cannot imag-
ine. To us it is nothing but & name,
and pot having seen Fhy world, we can-
not know Thee, its Maker. We have
been born in this juil, we have died here,
and are dying, U Uod of mercies, our
prayer to Thee is this, that the curse
way be removed. .from the women of
India.”

Recently another form of work for a
“class of the caste:women of Indis has
been begun and promises good resulta.
Homes and schools 6f Christian instrue
tion have been established for the en
Llightenment of the twenty millions of
child-widows in Imdia.' These despised,
maltreated and helpless girls are only
too ready to embrace the kindly infla-
ence of Christian culture,

If to the social deliverance from the
cruel Suttee we add the supplanting of
Lien despair by & Chri.tiso hope,
we shall be able to estimate the richness
Qfl the Llessing which awaits the women
ip India. Christian women's work in
India is ‘manifold. Teaching in day-
schools, industrial-schools, evangelistic
work among the poor, in villages, au
fairs and sacred places, in bospitals and
prisons. The work is yet in its infaney,
but there are boundless possibilities be-
foreit! As yet the workers are very
few. The call to this work of women
amongst women is now especially urgent.

In constrasting the Tndia of Loril Clive,
Warren Hastings, and Lord Macaulay,

a hes

drawing nearer one another. The caste
system, the greatest barrier to social in-
tereourse is fast breaking down. At the

the urlynhm.'lﬂ. ple is - im-

of railroad enterprise

portant; -but His example, spart from
M voluntery, seorifcial ‘

the Brahmins petitioned for the running
of caste cars. But as this was impossi-

10 more bring about man's rede

could | ble they have been obliged to acoomnst.
date themselves to

ehad: sl

with i tee, its 1 of widows,
its death sweeping oar of juggernaut,
with the India of to-day, with its hibersl
ideas of government and education, we
are able to gain an idea of its advance ;
but it is yet a vigorous stripling with &
manly stride freeing itself from the tram-
mels of a past faith and struggling into
the light of something infinitely grander, .
e s i




