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rival.

“I think we had cause to be 
prised,” she said coldly.

“Cause ?” I cried. "I received a 
note from your mother on Thurs­
day asking me down for Sunday. 
I accepted”

“You declined," she said in a tone 
that brooked no contradiction, ' and 
so I telegraphed to Dick to 
down. See what a position you 
placed me m. I couldn’t let him 
know he was second fiddle.”

We had stopped walking, and 
she stood facing me in the light of 
a window. Her glance was one of 
deep reproach. “We are always 
glad to have you, as you know, 
but this time it is just a little 
embarrassing.”

“But I accepted,” I maintained 
stoutly.

"Your note said plainly, T (egret 
that another engagement prevents 
my’

“Jove!” I broke into a hearty 
laugh.

“What are you swearing about? 
I don’t see anything particularly 
amusing.”

How stupid I had been from the 
first !

We do JOB PRINTING who was still fumbling his stick 
among the leaves.

It hardly seemed fair that she 
should look so kindly on my rival, 
so I called her eyes back to me by 
asking, “Can’t you choose between 
us ?”

work and become famous, to brin 
home to the girl a full 
what she had lost by her foolish 
lottery. But why should I waste 
my life in dull office drudgery ? 
Why should I, with a solid income 
inherited from industrious fore­
fathers, throw away the good things 
of this life for an empty bauble for 
the sake of a petty revenge on a 
silly woman ?

Silly woman ? Л bold 
who had repaid my homage by 
gaming with me.

Would a true hearted girl, a girl 
worth having, have played with a 
man’s love as she had done ? She 
was a flirt—an infernal flirt ! How 
lucky was I in getting the wrong 
note ! How fortunate !

I sprang from my chair and 
danced around the room, singing a 
snatch of a song. A hag, half 
packed for the journey, caught my 
eye, and in a frenzy of joy I kick­
ed it and sent the contents flying 
over the floor.

A knock at the door interrupted 
the celebration of my good fortune. 
It was the liallboy with a telegram.

I opened the dispatch and read :
Dreadful mistake. Lett re got mixed. 

Sent you wronc note. Come.
—New York Sun.
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e When I left the train at Elm­
wood and found that 
there to meet me, I was surprised. 
Twice I walked around the station, 
vainly peering into the gathering 
darkness in search of the Torring- 
ton trap. I was nonplused, for I 
saw nothing but a rickety public 
hack, with a rickety horse and a 
rickety driver importuning me to 
become his fare. Loath to believe 
my eyes, I sought the station 
agent.

“Wasn’t Mr. Torrington’s carri­
age here to meet this train?” 1 
asked,

The man shook his head. “It 
was down for the 3 o’clock,” he 
replied. “Took a gentleman off.

This announcement served to in­
crease my perplexity. Here I, 
having been formally asked to 
spend Sunday at a house and hav­
ing formally accepted, was com­
pelled to make my way thither in 
a public convejrance, while another 
had been met at the "station and 
carried off in comfort. Over this 
unusual condition of affairs I puzz­
led my brain on the drive out to 
Torrington’s. The discomfort of 
my position was heightened by the 
increasing darkneess, f yr the ricke­
ty horse made no very good speed, 
and I realised that the dinner hour 
was rapidly approaching. But at 
length we rattled through the gates 
and up the drive to the house.

Maria Torrington greeted me on 
the veranda—which was so ill- 
lighted that I could hardly see her 
face—yet it struck me that there 
was confusion in her tone.

'__“I’m very glad to see you,” she
said. “It’s a surprise indeed.”

“Surprise?” I said. “Ythr-kaaw 
I was coming.”

“Er—yes,” she murmured hesita­
tingly. “But it’s so late we’d given 
you up. You must hurry for din­
ner. Hobson, show Mr. Bottouiley 
his room.”

Here a tall figure loomed out of 
the darkness into the foreground, 
and before I could follow the ser­
vant who had taken my bag my 
hbnd was seized, and a heavy voice 
said : “Hello, old man ! Glad to see 
you !”

“Why, hello, Brooks !” I exclaim­
ed. “I’m glad to see you.”

“Glad to see 
you,” I repeate 
Hobson into the hall and up the 
stairs to my room.

Glad to see Dick Brooks ! Glad
to see the man with whom I had 
been racing for two years for the 
fair prize below ! When the ser­
vants had gone and I was alone, I 
stamped the floor vigorously and 
tore open my bag with such vio­
lence as to send the contents scat­
tering in every direction.

This thing was getting unpleas­
ant, I could overlook the lack of 
hospitality in allowing me to make 
my own way to the house ; I could 
forget her evident surprise at my 
coming after I had been formally 
invited by her mother and had as 
formally accepted, hut I could not 
forgive her asking Dick Brooks 
and myself at the same time and 
driving him home in triumph, as it 
were.

I was angry—so angry that I 
crumpled three ties in dressing and 
started down to dinner with tan 
shoes on, and when I finally enter­
ed the drawing room to find the 
family awaiting me I remembered 
that I had forgotten to brush my 
hair and was conscious that it was 
all standing out at the hack. It 
seemed that, flustered and dishevel­
ed, I was making a very poor show­
ing in comparison with the immac­
ulate Brooks.

“I am very glad to see you,” said 
Mrs. Torrington cordially. "It’s в 
special pleasure, as we understood 
you weren’t”—Maria glanced sharp­
ly at her mother, and the kindly 
woman stopped, flushed and added: 
“As we were afraid you weren’t 
coming. The train must have been 
late. But come.”

I shall never forget the dinner 
that followed. It seemed as though 
there was a pall over the little 
company, or rather over all but 
Brooks. He is a clever fellow, I 
admit, and seeming to realise that 
the rest of us were embarrassed and 
hampered by some secret which 
could not be his he proceeded to 
make the best of things and to bear 
the brunt of the conversation.

“No,” she replied, after a moment 
of thoughtful silence, “I’ve tried 
very hard to, hut I can’t. A plan 
of choosing was suggested to 
by your unexpected coming.”

“We are both to go away and 
stay away ?” growled Brooks.

“One may come back.”
“I ?” Brooks started eagerly to­

ward her. She raised her hand in 
warning.

“I don’t know which” she said. 
“There is an old saying about mar­
riage being a lottery. I propose to 
increase the chances. If you two 
consent, I shall carry out at once 
the scheme that I have got up after 
long and careful thinking.”

“Are wo to toss a pennv?” I 
asked.

“No. This afternoon I shall 
write two notes, one an acceptance, 
the other a refusal. They will be 
put in plain envelopes, mixed up, 
directed and mailed. The one of 
you who receives the refusal 
shall”—■

a:
no one was
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AND IRON; ‘Why, Maria,” I said, “it 
my fault, and until this minute it 
never occurred to me. I got your 
mother’s note on Thursday. I had 
an engagement to meet a lawyer 
late this afternoon to try to settle 
a case I am concerned in. As I 
couldn’t attend to the business and 
catch the last train out I determin­
ed to try and postpone the matter. 
So I wrote two notes—one accept­
ing, the other declining the in­
vitation, I took them both down 
town next day, and as the attorney 
consented to my postponing the 
meeting I mailed the acceptance.”

“You mean you grit them' mixed 
and sent the wrong one,” she said. 
A half smile lighted her face for 
instant, to give place to a settled 
look-of displeasure. "And T wired 
to Diclt'Bftsoksd’

I laughed quietly.
“What are you laughing at ?” 

she asked.
“Brooks must be puzzled 

you having ns down here together.”
She resented this inference as to 

our mutual relations by turning 
sharply, and, carrying herself with 
exaggerated erectness, she entered 
the house, with me following crest­
fallen at her heels.

Brooks was puzzled—so extreme­
ly puzzled that he hardly said a 
word at breakfast, but was quiet 
and thoughtful, an unusual mood 
for him. I could see that he had 
an important piece of engineering 
on hand and tried to block liis 
schemes, but despite my
A.II.VIIH 111. 8ШДЦВМШЦІ_І.п inrhlnînfr
Maria to take him out to the pon'l 
and show him the trout.

For a time I chafed in the library 
under Mrs. Torrington’s verbose 
recital of the difficulties of securing 
funds for a certain deserving hospi­
tal, and at length, unable to bear 
the restraint longer, rather abrupt­
ly exeused myself to take a stroll 
about the place.

My steps carried me in the 
direction of the pond, down tile 
drive, over a stretch of lawn, 
through a grove, till I was ' halted 
at the sigh, of two hate protruding 
over the top of a hush a few yards 
away.

“Maria,” I heard Brooks say in a 
more earnest tone than I had 
deemed him capable of assuming, 
“I have waited now for a year for 
an answer. Sometimes my hopes 
have been raised—raised only to 
see you shower kindness on that 
fellow”—

I whistled to the collie that had 
been bounding along nei>r by, and 
when Maria Torrington and her 
companion stepped hurriedly into 
view I cried, “Hello !”

Brooks looked foolish and re­
plied, “Hello !” Then he began 
stirring the dead leaves with his 
stick.

For a moment all of us must 
have looked fpolish, for as Maria, 
her face crimson, stared blankly at 
a distant tree top I leaned over 
and fell to patting the shaggy dog.

The silence was broken by the 
girl. She had completely recover­
ed her composure and, fixing her 
eyes on me, said, “Harry, as you 
have doubtless heard, Dick—Mr. 
Brooks—has just asked me to 
marry him.”

“Asked for the thousandth time,” 
muttered Brooks. His clean shav­
ed face was turning red from the 
tip of his chin to where the hair 
divided. A man seldom objects to 
having it known that he is atten­
tive to a woman, but to have her 
blazon it forth to all the world, and 
to his worst rival in particular, and 
in his presence, is not so agreeable 
if he occupies the position of one 
rejected, I could not hide a smile 
at his embarrassment, but my 
amusement was of short life.

“And you have also asked ще,” 
Maria Torrington went on vfiyi a 
coolness that wqqlcj have astound- 
ad ще had I'not known her,

I had seen her sail a cat boat 
across the bay in the teeth of a 
gale, one small hand firmly grasp­
ing the tiller, the tugging sheet 
making great welts in the other, 
her body leaning so far out to 
wind wal'd that the spray dashed 
over her reppajedly, and even then 
she had laughed and given me di­
rections where tq sit to balance the 
boat, I had followed her in mad 
gallops 
seen he
bicycle down steep hills when I 
deemed it wise to qse ц brake. So 
I was not surprised at this caprice 
fiqd bowed.

“Yes,” I said stupidly ; "asked 
you frequently.”

“I like you both very much," she 
said, fixing her eyes on Brooks,

WANTED. Mafia.was
Execctors “Commit suicide.”

Brooks gloomy countenance gave 
credence to a suspicion that in event 
of his receiving the wrong note lie 
would resort to self destruction. 
The girl, however, speedily crushed 
all hopes of such escape from 
suffering.

“You shall not,” she cried. “If 
you do, I shall never speak to 
either of you again.”

“Rather life, then,” said I.
Brooks bowed'his assent to my 

observation. x-
There was a long silence,-and 

then Maria looked from one to the 
other of us and said earnestly, 
“You’ll agree to my plan, won’t 
you.”
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14 TWO WEEKS“There ia nothing else that we 
can do,” said-L ___

“"Nothing,” repeated Brooks, “fn 
fact, $e scheme,rather appealed to 
me, for of late things had not 
been going so smoothly as I could 
have desired. It had seemed at 
times as though Brooks was draw­
ing away from me Jn the race. 
Now a chance had been offered. 
Once for all the question would he 
settled. Then my luck was usual­
ly good. The plan was not so 
agreeable to my rival. Doubtless 
he felt that he had the advantage 
of me and in entering into such a 
game was gambling to obtain what 
was already almost Iris own. He 
liad no other course but to assent, 
though, and he did it with rattier 
bad grace.
— -ff t “.гоп hard.” he said to Maria,
• out you will it, mid і uffey. -

“It is agreed then ?” said she.
Brooks and I bowed. The three 

of us walked back to the house in 
silence.

I was up early next morning at 
my rooms in town. I had calcu­
lated everything to a nicety. The 
postman would reach the house’at 
8.10 o’clock. The train for Elm- 
dale left at 9 o’clock. Provided the 
contents of the note that I expected 
were satisfactory I would just have 
time to breakfast and reach the 
ferry. Should the note prove to 
be wrong I certainly would not 
need any breakfast and much less 
to catch a train. .

I had been awake at dawn. Ex­
citement had driven sleep from my 
eyes, and the dragging hours gave 
me more than ample oppoitnnity 
to figure out my chances. I re­
ceived over and over again in my 
mind the history of my acquaint­
ance with Maria Torrington. I 
reviewed my own life and picked- 
on incidents in it in which luck 
had played a part, and I found 
such a balance in my favor that I 
was almost convinced that it was 
useless for me to worry over the 
outcome of the game of chance I 
was playing.

Having brought myself to a 
state of comparative confidence, I 
began to pack a couple of bags full 
of clothes, for I had made up my 
mind to make a long stay at the 
Torrington house while I was about 
it. As I stuffed my golf things 
into a portmanteau I pictured 
Maria and myself plodding over 
the links together.

As I folded up my riding clothes 
I thought of the gollops we were to 
have, and broke alto song, and as I 
sang I forgot all about the note 
that was then on its way to me and 
worked away as cheerily as though 
it were but the matter of an hour 
till I was speeding to her,

But a loqd knock at the door 
called me hack to realities, and 
when the hall boy held toward me 
a square envelope addressed in a 
small, angular hand I realised that 
perhaps after all my joy had been 
premature— decidedly premature. 
The note was brief,, so. brief that in 
an ipsfaut I comprehended its con­
tents, sank into a chair and, tossing 
the paper from me, repeated the 
fatal words :

Mi*« TurrlURton іegret. that owing 
other ( ngagement she cannot accept Mr. 
Blank'» kind invitation to become hie wife.

Why had I ever consented to risk 
all on a mere throw of dice ? Why 
had I tried to win by a gamble 
what other men worked, waited 
and suffered for years to obtain ? 
It would not have been so bad had 
Harkinson, who had been out of 
the game a year, won her, But 
that snob Brooks і He would never 
have an opportunity to gloat over 
me. I would go abroad. I would 
exile myself rather than witness 
one minute of his triumph. I 
would take the very next steamer—

No ! After all it would but add 
to the satisfaction of my rival to 
have me eating my heart out in 
some foreign city. Far better to 
stay right here in New York, to
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one bottle of Ayer’s ITair "Vigor my 
hair was restored to its original 
color and ceased falling out. An 
occasional application has since kept 
the hair in good condition."—Mrs. 
H. F. Fenwick, Digby, N. S.

“I have used Ayer’s Hair Vigor 
for three years, and it has restored 
hair, which was fast becoming gray, 
back to its natural color.”—H. VV. 
Haselhoff, Paterson, N. J.
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WOVEN WIRE FENCINGIEST “ I contracted a severe cold, which settled 
n my lungs, and I did what Is often done 
such cases, neglected it. I then consulted 

a doctor, who found, on examining me, that 
the upper part of the left lung was badly 
affected. The medicines he gave me did not 
seem to do any good, and 1 determined to 
try Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral. After taking a 
few doses my trouble was relieved, and be­
fore I had finished the bottle I was cured." 
—A. Iæflàk, watchmaker, Orangeville, Out

•TEEL
WIRE WIRE ROPB SELVAGE.Manchester House. 4.28. 98.

Blarketa I Blankets ! Blanket# !
The eveutngs are becoming cool and onr house­

keepers are beginning to think they will need new 
blankets. We have just received 3 cases of 
Canadian Home-made ail wood blankets, which ere 
eel ling at very low figures.

Prices range from $2.50 to 86.00 per pair.
Special Oar 7 lb. all wool blankets at 94.60 

per (air ere splendid value.

IMPROVED PREMISES 4*
Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral

ЩІ Kaanfactmed sad Bold by 
THE РИТА RI OWi RE^FENCI NQ CO., Lm

Jubt arrived and on Sale at Highest Awardo at World's Pair.

Roger Flanagan’s
Wall Papers, Window Shades, 
Dry Goods,
Beady Made Clothing,
Gento’ Furnishings 
Hats, Caps 
Boots, Shoes &c. &c

Also a choice lot ol 
GROOEFtlbS & PROVISIONS-

Ayer*s Pills Cure Indigestion*
W. 8. LOGGiE CO. LIMITED.- z

Mrs. May Johnson.G. J. & H. SPROUL 50 YEARS’ 
EXPERIENCE St. John Weekly Sun.Ayer s Pills'b BURGEON DENTISTS.

4,992 Columns a Year.
16 Pages Every Week.

One Dollar a Year

« I have taken Ayer’s Pills for many 
years, and always derived the best re­
sults from their use.

riTeeth, extracted without pain by the nee

Special attention given to the preservation and 
regulating of the natural teeth

Also Grown and Bridge work All work 
gaaranteed in every respect 

Ofltee In Chatham, Bxnsoh Bloc*. Telephone

ver J. Q

A Celluloid Once our host ventured to in­
form me how surprised lie was to 
see me and h°W pleased he was 
that I had come alter all, where­
upon his daughter intenupted and 
effectually silenced him by asking 
whether I had been playing much 
golf of late.

Mrs. Torrington started to ob- 
that perhaps it was on ac-

Fqr Stomach and Liver
troubles, and for iha cura of headache 
caused by these dèranfeehiefits, Ayers 
Pills cannot be equaled. They are easy 
to take, and

Designs

Invention te probably patentable. Communica­tions strictly confidential. Handbook on Patenta 
sent free. Oldest agency for securing Detente.

Patente taken through Mann A Co. receive 
пнсии notice without chante, in the

Scientific American,

R. FLANAGAN. The beat Weekly for old and young 
.In the Maiitimo Province*.

VFUABLK MARKET REPORTS.
FVU, SHIPPING NEWS. 
TAUlAOK'SbKRMONx 
STORIES OF EMINENT AUTHORS.
ÏUK TURK, THE FIELD AND THE FARM

Deepattihc і нінІ Uorreapimdeuvu 
From till parta of the World.

No 63
In Newcastle opposite Square, o 

іКжпгаи'е Barber shop Telephone No. 6. Are the BestST.JOHN STREET CHATHAM
▲ve., New York City.■ WOOD-GOODS! AYER’S PILLS PEHSHsassHEADQUARTERS. Highest Awards at World’s Fair. serve

count of golf that I had been de­
tained that afternoon, and she was 
in turn silenced. While Mqria kept 
a çlqge watch on her parents and І 
surreptitiously devoted myself to 
pressing down my hack hair and 
adjusting my awry tie Brooks 
rattled away, apparently charming­
ly unconscious.

But at length it was over, and 
Mr. Torrington çorperod U|y çjeyer 
rival over coffee and cigars,' while I 
slipped away, and, thoiïjjh it was 
late in October and a stiff breeze 
was blowing from the sea across 
the bleak meadows,crackling cheer­
lessly through the dying 
the trees, I succeeded in

¥■ SEND FOR A SAMPLE COPY-FREE-WE MANUFACTURE AND HAVE Ayer's Sarsaparilla for the blood•
$l.0o from a JV. w Subscriber NOW will 

pan for Werkh/ Sun till 31st December, 
1Ш.

FOR SALE THE HEADQUARTERS FOB DRUGS, PATENT 
MEDICINES AND TOILET ARLICLES 

.. .. IS AT THE .. .. Convent of thç Congregation 
de Nôtre Dame,

NEWCASTLE, N. В.

Laths, MARK YOU I Machines In o,ieratioa 
on of tne age

Cell an 1 •ee our Type-netting 
The greatest invei^iNEWCASTLE DRUG STORE.

Paling,
Box-Shooks,
Barrel Heading,
Matched Flooring.

‘ Matched Sheathing, 
Dimensioned Lumber,
Sawn Sprite Shingles. 

THUS. W. FLETT, 
WILSON.

We have the beet Studio, BEST 
operator. BEST aeetotente and the 
largest and meat varied EXPER­
IENCE, and use only the BEST 
materials and therefore produce the

and now, as usual, aF We have on

St. John Daily Sun.LARGE 6 FRESH SUPPLY
This Convent as an EDUCATIONAL 

INSTITUTION, otters exceptional adyaur 
tages to intending pupil*. Equipped with 
the moet MODERN IMPROVEMENTS, 
occupying a most DESIRABLE SJ.T(Jr 
ATION, its inmates 6nj-»y all the COM­
FORTS OF A REFINED HOME.

THE COURSE OF STUDIES-Liter, 
ary end Scientific—is complete and thorough. 
GREEK, LATIN, and FRENCH form a 
part of the ordinary curriculum.

MUSIC—Sacred sp4 Secular PAINT- 
ING, DRAWING, TYPEWRITING, arp 
subject to extra charges.

For additional details, and other pon- 
ditione, which are very moderate—Address 

The Rev. Scperiorkss, 
Convent of the Copgregation de Notre Dame, 

Newcastle, Co. Northumberland, N. B.

IS A NEWSPAPER?
ol the different IfuUlona. J/namuta, Coggh 

Йугигі, Tonics, DyspejMia, Rheuinanc, 
Kidney, Asthme end Citerrh Сигм.

АІЯО ▲ LArRGE STOCK OF

*Best Photographs. FIRST, LAST AND ALL 
THE TIME.

I
Whether our patrons bt R|Q}| or 
POOR we aim to pCCASS
every time,

IFive Dollars a Year.CENTS
l-KH CXIHY.about the country.

ccklessly
1 had

щЩВЯШР*тTOO on herer coast rIF YOU WANT PICTURE FRAMES, ami Reliabllty of Its 
nc«, it hw No Rival.

In the Quantity, Variety 
Despatches and Corresponde!leaves of 

inducing
Maria fo take a walk од |hn ver­
anda,

“Now tell me why there is all 
this surprise on the part of you and 
your family,” I said, once we were 
out of hearing of the mother, the

PHOTOGRAPHS 1Using Mergenthaler Type-casting Machine#.
Tub 8uk is printed Irorn NEW TV PE EVERY 

MORNING.

Our perfumes and soaps ere the finest in town, 
»ad w we have a very large assortment of Soaps, 
we will offer them sc Special

-OR—

TINTYPES
іщ. dH all your nttenth* to »gr Oigsr., Tobic- 

™ Гшм, Tohnne, Pouches, Olgnr nod Ofgmret» 
Holden, etc.

Established in 1878, 
and popularity each

it has increased In circulation. 

Advertising Rates furnished ou application.
COMB ANl) 8KB US tl

Mersereau’s Photo Rooms.
Water St„ Chatham.

NEWCASTLE DBUO STORE,
Aon»». SDN PRINTING COMPANY, Ltd.

ЬГ, JOHN, N, 8,
r - - ГОРМЕТЮ-E- l SHEET.
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