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* per ‘day. to |
. cut wages to meet the situation, to $~:~,:
which will in my opinion resuit in a

" contrary.

 Kickers.

ferview you,

. Mining Law

Correspondence Between Govern-
ment and Members, Miners
and Managers. .

i"'eelin g on the Matter as Shown
by Communications Sent
and Received.

. A return of all correspondence be-
4tween pai-ties interested prior to the en-
forcement of the eight-hour clause of
the Inspection of Mines Act Amendment
Act has been presented to the legislature
by Hon. J. Fred Hume.

The return consists of now fewer than
sixiy documents, comprising .. an equal
number. of full foolscap pages, the first
in the series .of communications being a
telegram ,addressed to the . Minister of
Mines by F. A. Heap, Ainsworth, March
: 16 last, in which the gquestion is: asked:

“fg the miners’ eight-hour law to be

RS, A e i R

B, E. Green, M.P.P., . Kaglo,’ same
date, writing the minister, says:

“Seection 4 of the amendments to the

". nspection: of Metalliferous ‘Mines; Act is
of excitement !

creating -a 'gopd deal
throughout the Slocan. You are no doubt

- awire that the ‘wages in this distri.gt
have always been $3.50 per day, whx.e;
at Rossland and in Nelson—notably at

'the Hall mines—they have only paid $3
The owners here threaten_to

strike. Under section ' 34, Victoria,

" ahapter 134, Consolidated Statutes, the

prosecutions under this act can only be

instituted by the inspector of mines or .

with the ‘consent of the Minister of
Mines,

on its 'way to the Coast to interview

you ‘on the subject, and I would suggest
that you accede to their demands for an .

assurance that mno prosecutions will be
instituted until you notify them to the

and I desire time to find out
wishes in the matter.”

Next, under the date of March 17, is
an instruetion from ‘the - Minjster of

Mines to. Inspeetor James MceGregor, di- |
recting his attention to the section of the ;
act, and requesting that he “see to it
that the limit of eight hours in every 24 |

is strietly adhered to.”
Hon. Mr. Hume replied to Mr. Heap:

“] shall esteem it a favor, therefore, if
you will let me know of any expressions |
of opinion you may have heard with re- |

gard to the operation of this particular
section.”

The Minister of Mines replied to M-,
Green’s jetter, informing the member for
the Slocan that: the delegation he had
referred to had had an interview, and

conveying the assurance that their répre- !

sentations—as well as those made by Mr.
Green—would “receive every 'considera-
tion on the part.of the government.”
® % *x
March 14 saw a petition forwarded
from the mine owmers of the Sandon
meighborhood—signed by seventeen large

companies, headed by the Payne group, |

and ~employers of 884 miners—urging
that the enforcement of the eight-hour
ciause ‘‘practically compels the mine

' _owners of the Slocan to adopt one of

two alternatives-—either ‘to reduce: the
present rate of wages, or to ¢close down
?heir workings.”
/. The petitioners added:

“In ‘the Slocan district we have con-

_ sistently paid the highest rate of wages
“paid in the province, and owing to the
" _«limatic conditions prevailing here it is
“meeessary for us to do so in order to ob-

tain skilled workmen. There has so
far been no conflict between employers
and employees in this camp, but the en-

. forcement of clause 13, Victoria 61,
_«ehapter 134, will work -unavoidable dis-

aster in this district. We therefore beg

- you to do your utmost to grant such re-

lief as may lie in your power,”

.Hon. Mr, Hume acknowledged this

‘,petition on the 22nd March, in a letter

to Manager F. A, Wood of the “Last
QChance,” with the observation: :

“I have received a letter on the same
subjeet from the member for your dis-
trict, and I would request you to inform
the petitioners that their question is re-
eeiving the earnest consideration of the
executive.”

® ® *x

The workmen in the mines were first
heard’ from on March 30, when Presi-
dent John Leaden and Financial-Secre-
tary James Devine, of the Rossland

* Miners” Union, wrote to the minister to
- this effect: ;

_“You would greafly oblige the officers

* and members of this union if yon could
_give us some knowledge when the eight-
“hotise law is going to take effect. To
mg it seems the hour for action has ar-
. rived; the men's patience is aimost worn
_out. -We tHink. there would be good re-
_#ults if the law was enforced at once.”

Three days later, Hon. Mr. Hume re-

_plied that the matter was under. consid-

-eration by the government, and express-
ed the hope that he would be in a posi-

. tion shortly to send definite instructions

to the imspector of mines:in the matter,

James Wilkes, of Rossland, :on the.
2;)&11 March, telegraphed Hon., Mr, Hume
that: :

“Eigh‘t-hour law thoroughly enforced:
perfect harmony, Never mind Slocan
Expect letter.” :

Two days later H. G, Needlands gent
to the minister from Nelson, this mes-
sage: '

“Delegates leave here Monday to in-
Will you be in Viectoria 7"

* % %

‘William Hunter of Silverton ‘gave his
wiews on the question in a letter address-
ed to Hon, Mr, Hume on March 31, in
which he said:

*You have no doubt received many
letters with regard to the new eight-hour
#hift for men underground. It seems
that the bill was rushed throngh in a

A delegation of mine owmers is !

I ask this for the reason that !
“ I had no request from any miner in my :

riding asking for the eight-hour day, :
their .
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- for no one seemed fo know any
thing about it until it became law. Now
1 do not know how it will work: in_Nel-
son or Rossland, where the wages were
only §3, but I am afraid that if it is en-
forced here it wili cause no end of
trouble, for the mine owners declare
that they will ‘shut down ~bet0’re they
will pay $3.50 for eight hours work;
and the men say that they would rather
.work the ten hours for the larger pay.
1t seems too bad that when things were
moving aiong so quietly] this ~ question
should have been brought up, as every-
one seemed satisfied with ‘the existing
arrangements. The trouble would have
come soon enough without the govern-
ment being the first to meve in the mat-
ter. Now if there is any way of letfing
matters rest the way they are in:the

Sloean it will be much better, for if any

trouble arises I am afraid“that some of

the mines that are only in the prospec-
tive -stage wiil- be apt to shut down at
the present. price of silver: '1-hope youn
will give the ‘matter your ‘éarnest atten-
tion, and try and avoid frouble.” :

The reply of the Minister of Mines to-

this - letter ‘was written on the 5th of
. April, and contained the following:

“I. am afraid'that it 'is ‘more ‘than
probabie ‘that -there will be some little
friction in - certain' loéalities:‘where this
act is enforced, but F‘trustthis will only
be. of a temporary ‘nature. At the same
time, I would have you bear in mind:
that this legislation’ was introduced upon
the expressed “Wish of different mining
constituencies; and 1 presume they had

ifully consideréd beforehand the probeble
Lresnlt of ‘their sction.” = - 3
i S HE TR S

On the 1st of April, Charles Amngis
McKay of ‘Nelson was heand from ina
letter to'the minister in’ which he said:

“In view of so.much opposition to your
efforts ‘in''the ‘ enforcement of “the eight-
hour law, as a represéntative of labor I

beg to offer a few remarks:

“First, we deplore the faet that our
newspapers by no means voice the senti-
j ments of labor on the question, ' bat,
nevertheless, labor here is, I ‘may say,
unanimous in favor of the law.  We an-
; preciate your stand; shown in the efforts
you are making to enforce the' 'system
The agitation got up here against the act
represents nothing more ‘than the money-
ed eiass. s
“Their fancied ‘detrimental to the best
_interests of Kootenay’ is false, and will
not hold good under any experiment.
They are mistaken economists. ' 'We hoid
that we can produce just as ‘mueh in
eight hours as in 'ten, therefore it is no
hardship on
benefit to labor,

“Comparing other classes of labor with
underground mining, as has been done in

i ious consideration.”

ad,

capital, and is of much

“qiendment of fhe mining lawW constitu-
tigg 8 hours a day’s labor ‘fdr . undér-
ground working, & delégation of . parties
interested .in mines has been appointed
to go to Victoria, backed up by a petition
to ‘the government to repeal such clause
said iaw affeeting interested parties re-
garding the 8-hour section. I would say
as a supporter-of the government and
as a ' Jisinterested party, neither employ-
ing miners, or wanting employment in
mines; that the law is giving general
satisfaction, and I think that after giv-
ig it a fair trial, and the excitement
dies out somewhat, all parties will be
satisfied. -

“QOf course there are miners who are
continually agitating for something, and
there ‘are mine owners who- are mever

i

satisfied, no matter how much work they

get for a dollar. I think the law should
be optional in properties under develop-
ment, if miners are agreed to work, 10
hours should be satisfactory; in deep
workings, where air is bad, 8 hours is
plenty. I should advise you # gtand
pat.”. s

Mr. Bunker also adds: “You are at
liberty to use this note.” (i
i In acknowledging the letter in . gues-
¢ tion, Hon. Mr. Hume says: .- “The, gov-
ernment are giving this matter their ser-
i The -acknowledge
ment bears "dite of Aprii 7—“and 1
shall be glad to place before ithem; ypur
! yiews on the subject.” . 5
L 4 ® %

The previous day, however, it wonid
appear that the governmént had arrived
at- a partial understinding, for on*that
{date a telegram was sent by Hon! Mr.
‘1-at Nelgon, instructing him in the follow-
ing terms: ; s

“Withoud enforeément of section 4, In-
spection of Metalliférous Mines Act, as
amended last session, untii further ad-
vised.™ i
{ ~ This message was not delivered, as 1
telegraph company note to the sender
says: 1

“Party addressed leftt town. Now
somewhere in Slocan country—think San-
don.” ¢
; - *t * w g

The wire was worked from Ymir jthe
same day. April 6, and Hon. Mr. Hume
received 'the following from. L. A.:S8ny-
der, of the new mining camp:

“Good results obtained by enforcing
eight-hour law.”

Next in order came a petition bearing
the date of the 1st of April signed by
the London & British Columbia Goéld-
fields, ‘Ltd., the Ymir Gold ‘Mines, Ltd..
the Hall’ Mines, Ltd., and many others.
It raad: ol

We, the undersigned owners, represent-
gtives of owners, and managers of mines

i

!

Hume, ‘to Inspector “of ‘Mines ‘MeéGregor,

the Nelson Miner, is very foolish, *Un- | il the Nelscn- district, ‘desire respectfully
derground men have to contend with bad to_urge upon you the great necessigy of
air, whereas the others have not. Now | 1807 the controlling power invested in
if we can do a day’s work ip eight: YU l}_v the act, entitled - “An Act  for
hours, it would be poor economy ‘to stay | SeCuring the safet; and good health of
down in a smoky mine for ten hours, workmen engaged in or about the Metal-

doing the same work.

‘“The effects of the grstem will ba most
' beneficial to all concerned, both capital
and labor, inasmuch’as it will in time re-
sult in gathering ‘the: very best of min-
ers ‘to this country, and in keeping here
the good ones that wé have now.

“In ¢onelusion I wouid say that.I hope
you will do all you can ‘%to enforce the
: measure, and let not any of these seven-
"teenth century political philosophers pre-
vent you from doing your 'duty, as I can
assure you you Have ‘the wiarm siuppors
of the great mass of'the ‘common peo-
p;e.” ; 2
hAs a postseript, Mr. McKay suggested
that:

“If you see fit,” Mr. Hume, you ecan
give this letter to theé press.”

It does not appear that Mr. Hume
“saw fit.” ‘ 2

The minister acknowledged the letter
on April §, in these terms:- . ;
| “I beg to acknowledge your letter of
the 1st instant, stating that the newspa-

; Pers do not represent the real views of l of deterring eapitalists from

‘the péople with regard to the enforce-
ment-of the eight-honr law, and that the |
agitation . organized in ecertain districts !
against this measure represents oniy the
i views of the moneyed class. . I beg. to
i thank you for this expression of opin-
ion, and I trust that, as 'you say,, both
labor and capital will benefit by.the ac-
tion of the government in this. question.”
1 x % %
| Coincident with Mr, MceKay's com-
| munication, on the 1st April, M, F. Teet-
zel, and many other business men of Nel-
son, addressed the foliowing to the inter-.

1

i liferous Mines of the Province of British
' Columbia, by the appointment of an in-
speetor of metalliferous mines,” sec-
tion 34, chapter 27, to render non-effec-
five section 13 of the said act, amended
at the last sitting of the legislature to
| read: . “No person shall be employed
gunderground in any metalliferous mines
i for more than eight hours in every 24
{ bours, until such time as the opinion of
| the electors in the mining districts %hall
{ have been ascertained as to whethet 'the
| enactment of the said clause is'in the
i interest of the progress and well-Being
. of such districts, and we submit the*fol-
'lowing reasons in support of the justice’
~and reasonableness of our request: ’
{1, It is universally’ recognized that
.changes in the Ilegislation affecting
| mines should not be made without ma-

} . . B i
i ture consideration, and ' for reasond go '

!stroug as to render it probable that a
! change when made will be permapent,

! as uncertainty with regard to the Jaws

laffecting those interests has tne effect
investing
money in a country whose mining laws
have been frequently changed. j

“2. Legislation affecting “such large
vested interests should. mot have been
passed without an opportunity  having
been given to those interested to express
their opinions upon the desirability of
such legislati ¥

“3. That the clause
, hot ‘enacted in deference to the spontane-
i ous desire  of the majority of those

raffected by it, but at the suggestiof of |

{tl‘lose representing labor unions, at the
{ dictation of the management of labor

lested minister: . iunion organizations in other places than

| “We, the undersigned business men of :
Nelson respectfully beg to.ask you 53,
our representative to do everything in
Your power to prevent the disaster which i
we foresee to us and to the district in 1
which we are interested through the en- |
forcement of ‘the legislation passed at
the ‘last session ‘of ‘the legislature affect-
ing the hours of underground :abor in
the metalliferous mines.
i terconrse with the miners in the neigh~

borhood of this town, we are convinced .

that they have been, satisfied with the
wages théy have been earning, and with
their hours of laber, and from onr know-
ledge of the conditions we believe that

the United States, from where many of.
them have come to betfer ‘their circum-
stances “here, ‘We ‘have invested our
money 'in this place, and have . staked
much of its growth and prosperity from
the increased working of present mines
and the development of new ones, and
if, as We bélieve to be the case, this in-
terference with the free right of ‘contract
of .employer and émpioyee be persisted
in, we anticipate thdt present' operations
will " be gréatly reduced, and that the
opening of néw''imines and ‘the develop-
meit -of ‘the country generally will' re-
"ceive a-hea¥Vy blow from the frightening

From our in-

those districts affected by the aect in
question. -
“4. That it has been concurred in by
members of the union in some of  the
mining districts in the belief that they
would receive the same wage for eight
hours’ labor as they have hitherto re-
ceived: for tem hours. . a
“We would respectfully submit, with
reference to the first objection named,
ithat the amendment to the law referred

pose this change; and we were therefore

disastrous

{ ment’ of such legislation. That you béing

-district, the ' legislative assembly was
i influenced by the opinion 6f an ihdi-
vidual ‘member, whose mine owning con-
 stituents were unaware of his intention
to ‘introduce such legislation. %
“With reference to the ‘third" reagon |
submitted,’ we have by inquiry among:,
i'the employees of our mines elicited the !
!statememt that they bave beén satisfied |
- with ' the already 'existing’ ‘conditigns; !

away 'of capital, which ig_'linoWn to be| both as to hours: ‘of labor and ratej of -

very timorous where there 'is' dapger of
iabor tronbles; The'results' Which we an-
ticipate would:* be’ s¢ 'rulions to us
whose business is.:dependent upon'‘the
Trosperity and growth of the mining in-

dustry and to the ‘district as a whola, |

that we canmot too strongly urge vou to
leave nothing undone, or fo fake any’
action no matter how strong or unusual,
to prevent any interferemce with the
state of things which has hitherto ex-*
isted between employer-and employee.”

* % % G

An independent view of the situation,’
under the same date of April 1, is con-
tained in the letter of Alfred Bunker of
Nelson, in which the writer says tosthe
‘Minister of Mines:

“Through an excitement caused by the |

‘wages, and we are convinced from rour
‘éxperience ‘that miners in - this ‘district .
haveé not suffered in health of well-being
(firom laboring underground ten” hours a

ay. 3

“We beg also.to point out that the
mines in this distriet cannot be classed
among the dividend payers, and that any
material increase over the' present cost
of working would render our operations
so much less likely to be profitable that
‘weé” ‘have reéluctantly determined that
‘rather than continue work at increased
cost, we will discontinue operations.

“@g. That no greater evil ean befall
us than the beginning of labor troubles.
from which we have hitherto been free,
and that the example of New Zealand as
showing the disastrous effects of strikes

®

in question was

to was passed so hurriedly, and with so.;
little previous notice, that none of: us i

were aware of the intention to 1pro- . Apmil Gramt ‘Cox, the financial  seere-

2 | tary of the Miners’ Union at

2pable to. make known. to you, our: re- | wired the minister:

they are befter off than the miners of; Diesentatives, the us  effécts | ;
: 3 ‘that we believe will follow the enforce- now here (nforce the eight-hour-LaW at

‘absent from the House at the time, ‘and '

mpst of the members being unfamiliar | pliied by telazram:
{ with -the ‘conditions of mining in this |

‘i signature of its president,

in making it impossible to induce capi-
talists to supply funds for the develop-
ment of a country, should be a warning
that should bg heeded.

“7. That. some of us have already by
fair trial proven that the cost of; work-
‘ing-per foot, with three shiftstof eight
hours, is  considerably greater than
with two shifts of = ten . hours each.
at the same rate of wages per shift; and
that, although it might be possible that
diiring a month of trial, the men might
so over-exert themselves to prove. that
this would not be the case, in a short
time the- result. of -wouf experience would
prove to be correct,’and we consider that
the situation would only be rendered
more difficult, and no good end accom-
plished, by such an experimen®

“8  Some of us have recently return-
ed from KEurope, having succeeded our-
selves, and being aware of the success
of others, in. arranging for a ‘large
amount of capital for the development
of mines in this district daring the com-
ing season, and we feel in a position to
state that, if the provisions of the sec-
tion of the act to whieh we object, be
enforced, very little, if any, of the pro-
mised capital will be available.

“We have commissioned Captain Dun-
can, J. J. Campbell, -and 8. S. Fowler
to present our request to you, and to pro-
vide you with such further infoxmation
_as to our views upon the subject as you
may desire.” ¢ :

' of 0 NS
" The mstter was brought to an issue by
a telegram from Sandon on the Tth April,

ng ‘representations have

by the mine owners of Koetenay to the

government!: : ;

“1. That the mine owners could mot
consent to pay the same rate of wages
for eight hours as they have been pay-
ing for ten hours.

“2. That the miners
satidgfied with the 'old
ten hoursi: fe, szt o)

43, That theyy the miners, did not ask
ithe . govermment for the reduction of
hours.

“4 And that thev would prefer the ten
hours to a teduction of wages, .

“5 And the mine ownérs state thit
rather than pay $3.50 for eight hours,
they would close down.

“The government have carefully con-
sidered the whole matter, and will leave
it for the mémers themselves to: dec de
whether it is to their interest or no to
enforce the act. the government in.  the
wmeanwhile swithholding their consent to
any proeecutions. or..enforcement of . the
act unti’ the general feeling among the
miners has besn more clearly ascentain-
ed. and they have laid their case before
the government. At the same time .I
can assure you. that if it is shown t¢ be.
in the interest of the mineps and: the
ganeral prosperity of the country  to
enforce 'this act, 'the govérnment will
not hesitate ‘to do so.” -
“Writing “from’ Rossland on the 12th
April, to Hon, Mr.. Hume, W..A.. Car-

themselves ' are
working ' day” of

“lyle, ‘a5 miming engineer in chdrge .o’ the.
' works of the British ‘A'merican Conpora-

‘signed by F. A. Wood, and reading; . -

“Inspector is here to-notify us-of eight-
.hour law. What shall we do?” :

Hon. : Mr. Hume replied immediately
to Mr. 'Weod: g 3 :

“Agk McGregor to <await -telegram
which is now ot N isen.” ‘

* &

Next in the long series of communi-,
cations came a telegrami from Montreal,
from Clarence J. MecCuaig, one of the
directors of the Payne Mining Company,
dated the 8th April, and reading:

“Directors of the Payne Mining Cem-
pany informied that you intend to post
notices eight-hour law in Slocan dis-
trict. Owners prinecipal mines have
agreed to shut down if law inforced un-
less men will accept $3 for eight hours’
work. We must necessarily follow suit.
Ground being easy to work men prefer
ten hours; seven-tenths Payne owners
here.  Miajority of money for development
British Columbia comes from Montreal.
Any serious trouble will destroy confi-
dence and seriously hinder development.
Earnestly request your grave considera-
tion and postponement of actien for pre-
sent. A reply will be appreciated,”

The reply, which Hon, Mr., Hume sent
the same day, read thus:

“Until further notice and more infor-
mation, eight hour law will not be en-
iforeced in: the Slocan district.”

3 * % =%

Just one day later, J. J. Campbell, one
of the Slocan mine owners’ delegates re-
ferred to in a previously considered pe-
tition, addressed the Minister of Mines
from Victoria as follows:

“In order to avoid any possibility of
inaccuracy in reporting to the mine own-
ers whose petition I handed to you, the
decision of the government, I will be
greatly obliged if you will kindly write
to me upon the subject, in order that 1
may transmit copies of your letter to
the different mine owners interested.

“Pending the recept of this, I will im-
form ‘those who I have an opportunity
of sceing, that in view of the representa-
tions made by them and others, the gov-
ernnsent, through the Minister of Mines
and “yourself, has promiged that until it
_is ascertained through the members for
_ithe Kootenays, the feelings of the elec-
i tors: in their various distriots, you‘will-
instruct the Inspector of Mines mot to
| prosecnte for any infraction of section
18 of the Mines Inspection Awet, and -tpat
you will refuse: the necessary permission

| for any other person ‘te presecute, tnd

that if you showld decide that it is the
{ wish of the electors im those districts
{ that the provisions of the amendment
i referred te should be enforced, motice of
i one month er six weeks will he given.
" before any prosecarixy witl be permitted,
and .that no permission would thereafter
e given for prosecution for any infrac-
| tion of-the act prior tto the date stated
in such notige.”

i - To this the Hon. ‘Mr. Hume repled
the following day:

i %I am .n receipt of yours of the. Tth
{ inst., and beg to say in reply that the*
| government have instructed the Inspec-
| tor of Mines by wire as follows:

| “Withhol} enforcement of section 4,
| Inspection’ of Metaliiferous -Mines Act,
!as amended ldst session wuwntil further
‘ jnstructions.”

“here* I may shortly be ih Victoria when
"1 hope ‘'to have the pleasure of a ‘talk |

|

|~ “The government has taken this step

| pending the recéipt, of reports from: the
i répresentatives of the districts affected
i by the eight-hour law,

“If after preceiving this information it
. is 'deemed in the public interest to en-
! force the act, 80 days’ notice will  be
given by advertis'ng in the Gazette.”

* % *x

Two days subsequently, on the 10th of
Sandon,

We feqgees' tuat the mining inspector
omne,”

On 'the .same day the minister re-

“Upomn represenfit'onsg by mine own
org of Slocan and others, ithe  inspeator
has been instructed net to eanforce . the
eight-hour: law. until further advised.
The govermment is glving it careful ¢m-

! sideratiomn.”

.This message ' was acknowledged. hy
the unicn on the 13th April, over .the
Jos. Stock-
‘ham. who wrote:

““Your telegram was somewhat of a
surprike to ‘the mimers up the. Slecan.

amd had all confidance in the government
to enforce if. Now if the mine awners
and their hirelinms are going to defeat
the wishes: of ‘the miners, misrepresent-
ing the facbs, it is time ¢he government

was paying some little attention to the

miners—those who pay ‘their just pro-

iportion to the taxes who go to support

the government. Now I will say with-
ont fear of contradiction. that miners
oitside of the umion have asked the
Miners’ Undon to use their best efforts
to have the eight-hour law enforced at
once.”

Presumably the arpended remarks
were addressed by Hon. Mr. Humé in
reply to ‘this, for on the 17th April, the
Mimister of Mines wrote:

-gides of. the case have been laid before
.the government, and if in their opinion

tion, 'was next heard' from nsla‘;’{.h'yys;;
“With respeet to ‘the eightshour Taw,

it is reported: here that the imépector of'| iy
-~ mines has-be¢n“instruéted ‘not to enforce
it for. the:time being. "I would be very:
glad if you would let me know whethertinpy
any such step has been taken? 'I would:

like to say that this new regilation'com-

peliing us to adept ithe- eight-hour law,.

was totally unknown: to the mining. men
here, and we could scarcely believe that
it had been passed. Prior to that time
there had been no dissatisfaction among
the men, and no complaints had arisen
whatever. . Yet, without giving the min-
ing men any opportunity . whatever 'fo
discuss this proposed change, it Wwas
made law. When we got notice from the
inspector of mines, we at oace adopted
it, without changing the rate of wages
for the time being, in order that .we
might learn what difference it made in
the cost of working. I might say that
we are doing everything to prevent any
conflict with labor, as such would be a
severe blow to the province \and very
hard on the mining companies. 'The
Miners’ Union is becoming more and
more aggressive, and the fact that two
ot three of their members were ahle to
secure the passage of this bill bodes ill
for the mining industry. In reference

ifts, ‘thus giving employment to min-
ers wio are now .compeiled to seek o).
¢r empoyment. 'The fdet of the biufe
made: by the mine  owners ig simp|y
laughed at; the men here say the ownpe,.
.are here to d%vlﬁpm;hein preperties apg
makédnoney, that #t is 4 matter of in-
dilference to mine owners who they pay
wages to, provided the wonk is (),
The fact that organized labor has i,
fighting for years in all civilized coys.
tries for eight hours’ work, eight hyy.
pay and eight hours’ sleep,” -and that the
greater number of working men i ¢
country are asking for the eight }
shoudd be sufficient to convince th
ernment that the legisiation as capri,
wiil work mutual bemwfit. Whore it j' S
beea tried heretofore, in factor.es, bu
ings, ete., the workmen have had 1.
ter hoalth, the miasters better work, and
the merchants increased business. |,
the countrny at large it is much bettep
to have two men earning $5 er day (),
one man: earning’ $3.50. If these <y,
miners can work in Rossland, Nelwon : “1
other points on shorter time, Why ot
in: the Slocan? If they are forceg ' .
part of them are foreed, to leave™ ),
Slocam, and . work on the rilwave
$2.25 for ten hours’ work, ean they ;.
work at a profit-at $2.80 for eight h
The .question is simply one of av
The. fortunate ones who get $3.50 don't
want to .divide with their less fortunate
brothers. .The mine owners will not re-
djuce'wages, ner. will they ciose their
properties. They wilk pay the same ri.e |
per. bour, and. other districts will r,
low,: because labor will. not. be so plen-

dl. “'They, will ‘employ. more men, pro-
_duce more ore, pay a bigger aggreg:ite
wage,  and everyone wil be benefited

S
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I'This opiniow IS the resuit of iutervivwlné

over fiffy worhiig..cu, with whomn I
have talked since the eight-hour |y
was passed,”

P
. Wm. Delahay was again heard from
in a letter dated at Ymir on the 13th
April, in which he sagys:

“I have complied with your wishes in
making inquiries from the voters, res;.

. dents and business men of Ymir, aiso
from persons who are more or less inter-
ested in mining properties in this locali-
ty; and I have not met with one who s
opposed to it. The mines working hepe
are the Tamarac and Ymir, which when §
notified complied with the order imme-
diately. ‘

“In voicing the sentiments of Ymir, the
government should monst certainly en
force the law to the very letter, no=t‘with»
standing the Nelson delagation to the
contrary, who, by the way, only repre-
!senit a few disgrunted mine owrers of
ithe Slecan’ who are ready to reduce
| Wages, even when working the ten hours,
i and I am sure that the action of the

' g wtatoment of the conditions. of the with-

to this eight-hour - law, it wds net in | government in enforcing the law will he
vogue'in Rossland, as has frequently been | endorsed by a great majority of the peo-
stated, except in two or three working ; ple... During my visit to Rossland a fey
places in the War Eagle. We alreaay | days since

find, in the Le Roi, that our costs for|

the same production per day have been
materially increased by  the passage of
this act, compelling us to work thus: The
result may be that we shall have to re-
duce wages, which may lead to a dis-
agreement between ourselves “and our .
men, when hitherto there was complete
accord. I am sure that in this matter
we have your sympathy, as “you: will
fully understand the conditions ‘that ex-
ist in Kootenay, but as I know you were
standing for re-election at the time this
law was passed, you were unable to give
us you support. The. mining men  of
Rossland _had not as yet presented a.
memorial to you asking relief in this law,
but they have by no means accepted . it
without thought of doing so,,and I sin-,
cerely hope that until. the minipg men
have an opportunity of presenting their
side of the question, we may get relief. 1
have acquainted our directors in; London
with the particulars of the case, and we
are now prepared to resent very strongly
labor interference, although in the
meantime we will do all we can in jus-
tice to the men; we will pay the best
wages, and do everything fo maintain
harmony, and. if we are led into a dis-
astrous struggle with labor, it will not be
hard on us and the men alone, but it
may lead to trouble all over the province,
and nothing will be so damaging to our
mining industry abroad as thefact 'that
we gare having serious labor ' 'troubles

i I made it my business to
make inquiries from a reliable source
whether there was any dissatisfaction
among the mine owners, and I found
that everything seemed to be working
very satisfactory indeed. In conelusion
'I hope the government will not weaken
in enforcing the eight-hour law.”

Tl}e same Wm, Delahay on the 1Sth
April wrote again to Hon. Mr. Hume,
as chairman of a mass meeting of min-
ers 'amda others held at Ymir on the
evening of the 17thy April, stating that
James Grahamy J. J. Roets; Wm. De-
:lal?uy and A. L. Knox had been ap-
po:'qted to draft resolutions . protesting
against ‘the suspension of the eight-hour
'clvause. and forward: them to the Min-
ister of Mines and. the Ymir. Miner, for
publication, These resolution, subse-
quently presented read:

“l. That the e'ght-hour law passed by
-ﬂ}e Legislature of British Columbia was
highly satisfactory to the miners of
Ymir district,
: “2. That the actiom of the government
Is now suspending the operation of the
said law is highly detrimental to the in-
terests of the miners of. this distriet.

“8: Thyat'tbe Minister of Mines be re-
quested to immediately enforce the oper-
ation of the eight-hour daw in ‘the dis-
Ariet of Ymir,

“4. That the .assurance that . one
month's nptice be given to the mine own-
érs be immediately rescinded, as such
lnotlce wWas never contemplated in the
aw,

- “5. That the statément made by the
deputation of mine ownens to the effect
. that the law was obnoxious to the mine
owmners, is entirely incorrect.”’
* 2 ®

with you upon this subject. If you have
decided to withhold this measuré for:the
time being, I will be very pleased to be
so informed.” ;

A more moderate tone rvades a com-
The acknoawledgment of this included pe S g com

munication from B. R. Atkins to the
- Minister of Mines, addressed from Van-
holding of the act in operation, coupled | couver on the 28th April, in whiech it is
with an expression of satisfnct'ion that : said: §
the British American Comporation Wwas| “While in Vietoria the matter of the
doing all possible to avoid a conflict | eight-hour law in the mines was Tepeat-
with the lgbor interest. edly brought to my notiée, and my
* % % opinion asked concerning it. I believe
thg pnhcx_' iple of the legistation in its ap-
plbca;mm to deep mining to be correct
and in line with good precedents towards
special classes of employment. but I
think that there should be some quali-
fym.g amendment attached Zimiting its
application to deep mining on'y,
“Regarding the enforcement of the act

Omn April 15th, the section.of the Brit-
ish Columbia board of trade, Viectoria,
transmitted copies of the resolutions
passed at the quarterly meeting of thart
body, urging a§ the uhanimous opinion
of the board that time should be given
both mine owners and miners to fully
present their respective ecases, the act
being allowed to remain inoperative in in this particular, the suggestion of its
the meanwhile, g Xei (}pe'['aﬁo'n only in ‘cases where the work-

Hon. Mr. 'Hume replied to this com- ing may be properly called dee § Swight
munication that the government had al- be entertained for. the present, it being
ready instructed ‘the inspector of minés understood that sweh would become the
to take mo -action toward the enforce- statutony meaning at the fouisiature’s
ment of the 'act until further advised, next session.  Of courmse this is merelv
and added: ' ~7 | my personal idea mpon the subject, and

“The government are taking suth given only in that sense.”
staps as the case demands, to have theé| Hon, Mr. Hume, replying to this letter,
opinions of the mine owners and the said: 0 IR
miners upon this subject. After both | “Such expressions of opinion I am g'sd
to receive, as they. will be of great as-
‘sistance ' to the government in arriving
the act should be enfonced, thirty days’ at i decidion in the matter,”
notice ,will be given through the B. C.| e e e
Gazette. - I should like to have copies| Next in-order of communications is 8
of any objections which your beard may ' resolution adopted at a meeting of the

~have received from mine ownérs, ete.” | mine owners of the Boundary Creek dis-

i conntry. a8 thev knew it was a just law, !

_the 15th April,- and acknowledged . by

‘winter on the N. & B. railway, the ma-

- They are without exception in favor of
, the eight-hour day; they claim that a
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; Another extended commumication writ-
ten by A. .G. Fraser at Kuskanook, on

trict, as: follaws:

~ “Whereas it has.been enacted by the
legislative: assefbly of the province of
British: Columbia. that no person shall
be® employed underground in any metal-
i-liferous mine for more than 8 'in every
24 hours;

Hon, Mr, Hume on the 18th, contained
the following: Bl s

*“The subject (of the eight-hour law)
has been pretty thoroughly . discussed | “And whereas there are certain mena'-
bere by the railway laborers., There are  ties for not complying with the said en-
no mines in operations in this.section, ! actment;

but quite a number of p‘rospectors,andi “Now this body respectfully submits
. that the legislation in question will not

miners have been at work during the
only work great hardship upon the mine
owners of this distriet hut also unon the

mines themselves, for the following rea-
sons:

jority of them being from the Slocan.

greater number of men would obtain
work: and that more and better work
would be done working eight hours than

working ten hours, Instead of working

“I_?beg to say in reply that the fol- omne shift mine owners would work two

_“1. The mines in the Boundary Creek ;h
district at the present time are entirelv
unproductive, owing to the lack of facili-
ties for the reduction of ores. in conse-

_Qtience the expense of operating the said

an@ no.t DO
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