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Helclirr, n IJrilish iinvul ntfii'cr, vij<'t<'d iho jil.ii'" i;i

1H37, V liilu iniikiiii; u voynj^n roiiiid ilu, wnilJ. I.'

Iiin nivirulivo, p!i>;c 11,3, vol. 1, lie snya:
" .\<» vrsiiuf rcrnainit of the i«eill<nu'nl nnti<'<'(l

' liy ViincouNfr, nor could ! ditrtTn on tln' Riif ol'

' llic S|ii\niN|i liiitii ry the Nli^litcst liai-c of stuiir.s

' ciil|)loyf(l for hiiildiri!;. Tlie cliiffn |ioiiiiod out
* wlirre 'heir hou«r.i stodd, ami when the potiitofs

* irrcM , !)iit iwii n irin-c ^.lllaill^^ of ii Kuropcaii."
Tl:e ijiird arlitlo, Ijcsidrs .sti|iiilnlin;r for an iin-

'>K>l(sti'd I'lijoyiilfiit of tlw li^lit of ii!ivit;atiti:j and
fishin:; in the I'acitir 'uul S.iiilh Sunn and iandiri!;

on the coa.st, coiiri'dcd in cxpir.xM It-rnis .
•! <• .sulj-

jccls of l>otli nations ilir riirlii to form .'• rmrnLs
in plai'i'M not .ilrcady orcupit'd; but tnis rii^iit was
sul)j«'ct to the rr.'<lni'lionH of tlio three fo"ovvin}j

urtirlfs, one of wliicli wu.i to limit I's exercise t(.

tl'c parts of till! roast, or tlir islai adinc'tlt,

! rill of tlio pnrl3 nirtady orcupied by S,.«iii. It

had, liy tlic terms of the compact, no application

whatever lo part.s of the coa.st of Norlli America
^4l)utll of the jilacts occupied liy Spain at the time

the t'-eaiy was mnde. The inijioitant (luestion

arisi s, what was the nio.t > orllicrn point occujiii^d

by Spain in 171)0 ? This becaim: a matter of dis-

a<;reement b'tween the Spanii'li and rintish author-

ities at a very early day after the No(.tka Sranu
coiiienlioii was foinn!(l. Vancouver e'aimtd not
only 1. 10 whole of Xootka Sound, l<".t I'.l.so Port
f'ox, NO'iih of it; and he insisted, I.) uho hia own
pliia!<ei>lo;;y, lliat " the northernmost spot oii tiie

' Paiifio coast of America, occupied by the Spaii-
' iards previous lo the mouth of May, 17i^!), v.-i>s

'the I'residioofSan Francisco, inlalit'i dc 3*<^4f)'."

rs'iiw, it will be observed that ail atleiiipl was made
to ^ive to the X' oil;a Sound 'oiivention n con-

Mnieiion wholly uiiwari'anled by iis trrins. Van-
couver endeavored to fix the month of A|ril, )7r J,

as the time when the cpiestion of the most norlheni
Occupation of Spain was to be settled. The Ian-

iruaije of the cinvention, in respect lo the riijlit of
formiiiLj selllemenls, is, " north of the parts of ihe

Said coast a'rcaily occupied by Spain; fixinij the

time, a lidne^ to every just rule of i onslruclion,

at the dale of ij-.e treaty, tlieljf^th of October, 17".M(.

This conslrueiion is strenu;theiied liy the fact, that

a KubseijMint article concedcr, the riL;ht of fnrmiiiij

tem]>orary eslablishmeius on the coast >if Soulli

Aiiierica, south of parts "already occuiiied" by
Spi ii), and 'eferriiii; indisputably to the date uCiIh'

tiv, ty. The words "already oci'n]iied" am the

same in both articles, and they tnust be considered
as rtrtr:'iiJ:; to tli'; sninc period of time.

The rpiestioii then rears, what WiwS tlic most
northerly point occupied by Spain in October, l7')0,

at the conclusion of the treaty ?

Martinez, as has been seen, took possession of
Nootkn Sound on the (iili of May, Hr^il; and ini-

me'Iiately landed materials and cannon for build-

iiii; and nrmiii;; a fort on a small island, at the en
trance of Friendly Cove. In Ni>vember he reti"'n-

cd to St. Bias, and in the srrina; of 1790 Captain
Elisa took his place. A permanent establishment
Was t'ormed, vessels were sent out on exjdoriiig

expeditions; and, during the nesotintions between
Vancouver and Quadra in 1792, the Spaniards
were in pnH.=.eRsirin of hov.scs .-md cii!tiv.".trd !;i!id;,

Vancouver again found them in possession in 1793,
under Seiior FidiJgo, and in 1794, under Scfior

Sanvndra, nml tlie po.H yns mainlninrd without in-

terruption until nrt.l.* By turning to pn:^e 33d,

volume '2, of Vancouver's Jou'iud, a vic\«' of the

S|)anish cstabli.«hmcni at Friendly Cov, on Noot-
ku Sound, will be »cen, frmn n sketch tnkj.t on
the 8]'ot liy one of Vancouver 't party, in Septem-
ber or Oi-tober, 1792, and. it e.<hibii.4 ten roofed

l>uildin<;fl, »vi'h «evcml enclomircs of cultivuied

land. It also exhibitH, toliiliy distinct fioin the8€

liuiils and buildiii'.'s, a cove udjoiniii:;, and a refer-

ence lo it, staiinj; that it iinlude.s " t!ic territoriea

wliii-h, in September, 1"92, were olTired by SfHiin

lo l,e ceded to Ureal llritaiii." This was the sito

of '.he hut occupied by Meares, mid the Spi.liish

eonimandet refused to make a formal and a!i'4olute

surrender to Great Uritiiiii of any other land.

Thus it is established, by proof i. it to be im-
peached, that the S])ani:irds \ci re in the occupation

of -I post at >footk I .Sound in 1790, wliea the con-
vention was nes;otiated iiid concluded; and I sub-
mit, tlier«fore, whether thi.^ n.ust not bi; regarded
:;s the southern.limit of the region, within which
the rii^lit of t'ormin:; scttV lents, .•ecof;nised or con-
ceded by tl.3 conve'Moii, was to lie exercised.

This point was sirenuously^and persevcriiiL^ly in-

sisted on by (Inadia in h's ne'.,folia'ioii with Van-
couver, and with ebvK.us justice. To use Van-
<:oaver's own laiii;iia2;e, jia'^jc 342, 2d voli'iriC of
his .Tournal, Quadra observed thai " Xoolka ought
' to l)e the lust or most northwardly Spanisli set-

' tieiiieiit; that iliere the dividini; li.ie should be
'fixed, and that from tlieucc to the northward
' should b(' iVee for eiitniiice, use, and commerce
' to both

I

nitii's, rnnt'r.nimbly with the fifth !irlicle

' of the convention; that establishr.u'iils should rot
' I'c formed without peruiisshui of the respoctive
' Courts, and that the Kiv^'lisii si ould not nn.ss to

'the Moalh of Fiica. ' Such was Quadras con-
struction of the treaty; and he uiiit'ormly refused to

mak"! anv formal surrendiT of territory or build-

in;;:', exceplin;: tlie sm.dl cove referred to. Noot-
ka Scmiid is midway bi'tween the 49th and .50th

|iarallel.> of latitude; and south of tliis point, if

Quadra's position was will taken. Great Britain

could "laim no riirht by virtue of the convention,
tliouu:h it wi'i'e siill in force.

That Gieat Britain vould have had the right,

under tin convention, at any time during; its con-
tinuance, ti> form a temporary cstaDlishment on
any part of tlie northwest coast, north of the Span-
ish post at Nootkn, will not l)e disputed; though it

wo;)ld have been subject to the riglit of free access

' Vniicouvcr iirrived at Noolka Sniind on the 20Ui . .ay,
179:1, ami loiiml tlic SpiiMianU in pcisses.-ion. lie says:
•• .\ii iiircer wiiH iniriii'diately despatclieil on whore to ac-
•inaint Seiior Fiilr.leo ul'Diir arrival,.iiid limt I would .alu.o

tlie liiii it' lie v.iiii! 1 make an ijiial reiiirn ; lliis was aceord-
inalv ildiie Willi 'li'v i guns."

—
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Vaneimver arriv I ,it \iintka Sound on the .•:'h of Ooto-
iier, I79;J, and, to u-f liiw own word.;, '• lie u.-iual c 'lemonies
ol's.ilutes.and oili.Tl"iiriiialili«w,lKiviii;.'p.'><sed,accuiii|ianied

liy .Mr. I'lnjit, I waited on Seii ir Saavadra, the commander
of the post '— Io(. -1, pa^c Cj^'J.

\'aiicoiivi.T arrived at \ootka Si iind or. »' e 2d September,
IT'Jl, and found I rijipidi r Geiiernl Alava :i command. lie
lell witlioiit .esiiniinB th.' »!epotiation which I'e had com-
niiiiced wilhUna, :i,inliy2. On ihe li!tli November, 1794,
li.' \\ as iiiriirined by Gensral Alava, at Monterey, whore Oiey
met, ftiat inslrn<?lions had been sent to adjust tho matter in
an aniiealib' w:iv. and iie"rly on thejernis which lie (Vnii-
ci;nvi'r) had repcntediy oli'.'red to Senor tiuadra in Septem-
ber, HI'S. Hut of this, .IS has been seen, tlieru is no tsatis-

factory evidence—Sec 6(A wlumc, jjogc 118.


