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re-
been adopted, the re«>lution could not be

**Hon. SpeakEB ruled the resolution out of

l)r MUBRAY said that tho resolution would

reflect on tho action of the Comrniltec. It wus

a British principle that every uian was pre-

sumed iunocent until proved Kuilly. «"»« ^'^^

object of the resolution evidently being to pre-

juaice tho party charged, it should not ho re-

'^''mt Young soiil that the House waa the pro-

per place to make such charges. The othco ot

mines was a moat important one. He wits pro-

ceeding to suite what the charges were when

tho Speaker called to order.

GENERAL STATE OF THE PROVINCE,

The House then resolved itself into Commit-

tee of tbo whole. „
Mr KiDSTON. continued his address. He

said that the FinanciiU Commissionoi-s had

arrived at tho couclusion that the d.-bt ot tho

Province wua <f^8,946,000.
l.Ucrost at hve per

percent, had to be paid oa tlic excess oyer

«8,000,000 out of tno limited revenues which

could reUed on from the Mines, Ilospitid tor

Insane, Crown Land Departuient and tlie sub-

8idy, yielding a total of .*3o7,8o;i. The road

Krant^.hich, the year belbi-e l^';nf«^^^^>5'»

was lii'257,000, hud been reduced to ?>100,000,

nnd the Provincial Secretary had shown the

House that U' the Province remiunedm Con-

federation, the Education grant, and all the

otlier items of expenditure, must be largely

curtailed. This tact indeed was acknowledged

by the Confederates. It was true that one geu-

fcieman in opposition had contended that the

finances were in a flourishing condition, and

that the government had been highly ex rava-

Kant bul he would dea) candidlv with the

country, and not atteiv.pt to mystily and mis-

represent the facts. ExtmvKgunce could not

be fairly charged. The House bad this year a

double session, yet its stationery did no alto-

gether e.xceed ^'SSO, while m 18G6, when Con-

fcu.ration had been plotted, the account tor

the sames.u-vice w.is #2000. Beture cleclanng

that the Government were able to meet all tUe

wants of the country on a liberal scide that

gentleman should have taken the trouble to

Spare the expenditure of 1866 with that of

the {.resent, ear. He found that the services

provided for this year had been I'^tn^iiched loi

«100 000 under the estimate lor 18Gb. Why

Jot t:hen make the admission candidly "wo

have beei. deprived of our revenue, our public

offices and the control of our inide and our

Lpensesmustbe pared down to the lowest

point if direct Uixation is to be avoided." 1 1
e

Lmarks which the Speaker ha 1 made would

^ime in with the feelings of every inan m the

Prt)vinee having the true interest., ot his eoun-

try at heart. Birds of passage, men who de-

sired to make a living out ot the country, and

"ho desired the patron.-gc of the Dotmnion

Government might bold <l.flerent views bu ho

h'ld nothiny; to do with th-ir opinions,—the duty

of euel nemb.u. is to protect the rights and in-

leirsts of those who sent him to the Assembly

-the men who had toiled in the. country u»d

^.p'ov^itby their industry. When it wa«

Shat we were tied hand and toot, the ques-

Uon Sose in his mind " should we he helplessly

on our backf , sJiould wo not twk some friend to

cut onr bands asunder ?" Nova Scotia had a

friend not v( ry fer ofl", looking at her posiition

and ready to assist in cutting her bonds. So
far from the country having occasion to de-

spond or to a iprehend that it would be forced

to remain in Jonfederation, there was reason to

believe that U e result of the efforts which were

being put lorth, would be success. The deter-

mination of tho people was to organize them-

siilves into an anti-Confederate league, which

would extend it« branches gradually into New
Branswick, Prince Edward Island, Newfound-

laud, the United States, and England, and the

mother country would feel this organization to

be a thorn in her side, if she did not grant re-

peal. He might for this language be called a

tmitor, but if the hour of trial should come, he

should Uke to test the loyalty and patriotism

of his accusers, and he would not suffer by the

comparison. The Confederates of the country

were the only traitore, if we had any Vorthy of

the name. After vhat he had said, he thought

ho had shewn the injury that had been done to

Nova Scotia by the forcible deprivation of her

rights; and such being the case, no Nova Soo-

tion possessing a spark of British spirit, would

rest satisfied, until the country was freed from

its present position.

Mr. Dickey said that the report of the com-

mittee on Pubhc Accounts, had been laid on

the table at so late a dav that members had not

had an opportunity to give it a close examina-

tion. Many of the items are difficult to under-

stand, owing to the Dominion and Local ac-

counts running into each other. He would,

therefore, take up the report and make a few

observations upon it. In the first place, it ap-

peared bv the Receiver General's account, that

the cTpenditure for the nine months ending

30th June, 1867, was $332, 90, and this was

principally for the ordinary expenses of the

countrv, only #34,700 being chargeable to pub-

lic buifdings. The railroads were not included

us tliev were charged to a separate fund. A
lar^c amount ofexvravagance, of whicsh the pub-

lic should be informed, had prevailed dunng

these nine months. Time would not permit

this matter to be gone into fully, but he wolud

refer to a few items, to show how much might

be said. He would fii-st refer to the printing

accounts. When the Provincial Secretary had

estimated $8000 for public printing, he (Mr.

Dickie) had asked whether that wou d bo suffi-

cient, and his reason for doing so, was that in

the twelve mouths which preceded Confedera-

tion, and principally in the nine months, the

printing had cost #35,000 to #40,000, of which

over ,'ri.'25,000 fell to the share of the Queen's

printer. And although he knew it was a dan-

gerous business to meddle with the foui-tii

estate—vet it would be unjust tc withhold the

facts froin the public. The pocount tor print-

iiv'forthe Militia Department, for the nine

months, was #2338. of which the Queen's

printer got #l8o7.20; that of the Education

Department for the year to the Queen's printer

was #2040; that of the same office for the

Mines Department, was #631. The Queen's

printer also got #1150 for printing the report

of the Boaril of Statistics,—and here he would

observe that the Socretiu-y of the Board had

charged #100 extra for making his revovt-

There seemed to have been in October, 18pb, n


