
12

bread
" both earthly a-d heavenly, while our brethren are left by us,

oT;r.tive.yu„heJded,iu earthly trouble aud ^P'-^-'.—
»;;?

the dishonourable peculiarities of the Church in th,» "enhghtencd age.

And my brethren, it was when fastings and alms deeds were thus "the

wings of prayer," that Christians found that pride, passion, lust, avarice

Td all
" Ls kind" of devils did "goforth." They alsoknew by b.css d

experience that "God will be no man's debtor;" but that for every sef-

deovin- offering they gave to Him and His poor, He returned th m in

tZm a hundred fold; and already in Paradise have they a blessed

foretaste of the infinite benefit they will derive, in the day of H.s coming,

from having here "made friends of the mammon of unnghteousness

Thl fastings, prayers, and alms are now found, like those ot CorneUus, to

be no mean "memorials before God!"

Ala« ; for the self-indulgenee and seif^eeking of modern Christianity '.

Such, my brethren, «e find to have been the holy confidence wh^h

apostolic and early Chri»«a„s, yea, and our fathers also, had ,n the^ a th^

fless of the promises which Jesus had made to H.s c eet that He and

the Holy Spirit will continually dwell in His Church and ---f-t tb m

.elves through her ordinances to the f-«"'-/"V^ " ICt
brethren, knowing the covenant truth of our heavenly Father hatpin

fulfilment of His own in-ou,isc,
" It was done unto them according to their

,«i of the n^cmlc-s of ,l,e Chnrck in ,/.-« cla.s, he^no «> muck kol.er

than in these later times

!

You will perhaps think that we have unduly exalted the Church her

pri!lo^ L hi ordinances; but not so : it is God, not we that has

r;':!' treasure into eartnen vessels ;" and He has even condescended

to give us His reason for doing so, even that " the honor may be all of

M and not of man ;" since by using such mean and ^Ppa-tly mefficr-

^agen^ he shows how entirely the grace and power come direeUy from

mZlf, and in no wise rest in any degree, inherently in the agents whom

'-^


