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Lower Canada, for the benefit of the French population, aa if to

show how far British feelings may be ounaged, and the wishca of

Louis XIV. held sacred. Thus the several colleges have their

endowments preserved, and are well supported and cherished ; but

the single Church of England College is violently suppressed, and

an irreligious University established in its room. Not that I desire

the confiscation of one of these two millions of acres, or the suppres-

sion of one of these French Colleges, three or four in number ;
but

surely it is not too much for British hearts to expect that the pledges

of no fewer than three of their own kings should meet with as much

reverence at least as those of one foreign prince. At present the

contrast is truly humiliating.

" In fine, while the Roman Catholics, the Methodists, and the

Church of Scotland have colleges exclusively their own, the dt-

ter, under a royal charter, with the power of conferring degrees

in Arts and Divinity, the National Church, with as many members

as two of them put together, is deprived by this Act of her own

college, and is driven to have recourse to a temporary institution for

training some of her young men to the Ministry ;
otherwise her

vacancies could not be supplied, or her light extended to the waste

places of the Province. It is in truth an Act which evidently seeks to

crush the Church of England, and peril her existence in Upper Canada.

" Such are some of the facts and considerations which induce me

to endeavour, with Divine assistance, to establish a Church University

in Upper Canada from sources of a private nature, with which the

Legislature of the Colony can have no pretence to intermeddle.

• I have, in the first place, appealed to my own diocese, and been

responded to in a spirit which, considering the distress of my people

and their narrow means, has called forth general adi.iiration ; upwards

of 25,000/., in money and lands, have already been subscribed, and

something more may be expected. 1 have now come to England to

supplicate further assistance, for much more is required to establish a

university worthy of our Church, and capable of supplying her in-

creasing wants. I begin with the two venerable Societies, the mu-

nificent handmaids of our beloved Church, in the hope that my case,

which is unhappily stronger than perhaps any that has ever been

brought before them, may meet with favourable consideration.


