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Canaiim and in the literary journals and miiceUaniea of
Michel Bibaud. After theie came £tienne Parent, who, by
virtue of hia forceful thought and the vigour of his articleo,
merits a place apart.

This newspaper prose was almost the only literary matter
printed at the close of the eighteenth and the beginning of
the nineteenth century ; it was also the only literature, or
nearly so, that expressed Canadian thought. It was this
literature that engaged the attention of the citizens, directed
their political sympathies, and often moulded their judgment
on public affairs. This prose is by turn passionate and
calm, fiery and restrained, aggressive and patient. It is full
of those agitations that at certain periods troubled the
national life—when, for example, Craig was the dupe of
the evil counsellors who surrounded him, and the French
Canadians were at once irascible and bold in their demands.
Throughout this political literature are to be found the deep .

traces of those increasing recriminations excited during
nearly forty years by topics that so often irritated, such
as supplies and the reform of the legislative council.

The political oratory of the first parliaments had natu-
rally much of the qualities ajid defects of the journalism.
Usually we find the same men speaking from the political
platform and writing in the journals. Their style varies
greatly : it is generally temperate, terse and precise ; but
frequently it is confused, ponderous and solemn. The
oratory, like the written prose of the time, was substantial
rather than artistic, vigorous rather than pliant, firm rathe'
than passionate. The name of Louis Joseph Papineau
stands out among all those who earned applause as political
orators during the first half of the nineteenth century.
Papineau's name is still popular among French Canadians,
for he long embodied the highest aspirations of his countr>--
men. This is not the place to discuss the excesses into
which he was sometimes led by his ardent patriotism. It
is well worth remembering that, more than any other in his
day, he was an orator and a political tribune. He knew
and could use those expressions that strike the imagination
of a people. From tiie platform, where he himself fought


