
The Turf and the Trotting Horse in America.

M

Nearly all the great trotting horses of America have

come of one blood,—that of Messenger, an English horse,

imported into New York in 1788.

The lineage of this horse can be traced directly back to

theDarley Arabian, who was the sire of Flying Childerg;

and to the Cade mare, who was a granddaughter of the

Godolphin Arabian. He was, therefore, of the best English

thorough-bred racing stock.

All accounts concur in representing Messenger as a horse

of sunurb form and extraordinary power and spirit. A
groom who saw him taken olY the ship wliich brought him

to tliis country was accustomed to relate that, " the three

other horses that accompanied him on a long voyage had

become so reduced and weak that they liad to be helped

and supported down the ga'ig-plank ; but when it came

Messenger's turn to land, he, with a loud neigh, cliarged

down, with a negro on each side holding liim back, and

dashed ott'up the street on a stiff trol, carrying the negroes

along, in spite of all their etlorts to bring him to a stand-

still."

]{c was a hamlsome gray, fifteen and thrce«([uarter hands

high,— [a hand is four inclics,]—with " a largo bony head,

rather short, straight neck, with windpi[)0 and nostrils near-

ly twict; as large as ordinary ; low withers, shoulders some-

what upright, but deep and strong
;
powerful loin and

quarters ; liocks and knees unusually large, and below them

limbs of medium size, but flat and clean, ami, whether at

rest or in motion, always in a perfect position.

These records indicate that he had more of the form of

the trotter than the thorougii-bred horse in general. This

«r'


