
7 •'• 0?/ 3, rue de rUruversue, ^^
^^!J>' ^tfcil^yi- THE

Hon. L. S. HUNTINGTON, Q.C
M.P. for the COUNTY of SHEFFORD,

At t?ie Dinner, given in his honour by his Constituents, at Wdterioo,

on the 26th January, /S?/.

At th« Dinner given by his Constituents

to the Hon. L. S. Huntington, on the 25th

January, 1871, after the preliminury pro

ceedinti^H, the Cliairmim, Mr. W. B. Hiutl),

proposed tlie health of the guest of the

evening.

In reply, the Hon. L. S. HUNTINGTON,
whu, on lii^in^, wav rf(eivt.-d with luuil and
prolonged cht•er^•, said :—

Mr. CuAiKMAN AND Gkntlembn,—I rise to

thunli ynu tor the honour you do me to-

night with no idU- complirutnts aid no
exHueerated < xpres^i(>nH ot gratitude. As
my constituents, you have often paid mi-

the hiK^ii'St iioDOUis a litizen mny rt'ct ivc

from his e.iuutiyniei', anu your totifiJMriCf

has tn'i-n all ttie mure <li^lnler<.'St^d and
tlattcriiJtr, btcause y«iu kinw I did not

wield {.atroiia^u i:oi' <0'ir( unduly the

teoiporaiy lriuni|)ii.'i ot'politii h1 power. You
voiuntHiily ii^olal'd frem your fortunrn iliohe

iioisj paiiicth wliuN" p< liiicul ai ti\itii s ait

stimulkti-d by tt<i' miiiM diati- nwaid-* wide!

the patroiitt^e if tiit htuti- may hestvivv.

Su( li men ail' quiikto Hicnt tbi! pt ryonai

advuntaKe of cIiukIiik always te the strong

aidi', and it is tlit ir wout to snei r at your
liidi-pend'-nt and di.slntirisled vi. wh. I

think it is (air that w<-, wiio havf so often

di'gpistd them, sliouid JHUr^h with the putt

who caiicalureri them so clt:\Lily —
Ai when " iIok's meat" rp-eeno«» thr .ngti

j,n« slrt-eii

Ruab Hyiiu)iii'<etlc '<Oi(H fnni llirlr r-'tri-at ;

it«um witti nruUi blu/.u llieir mipi llcalliiK
eyes,

BlQk I heir hind lei^s, asesnd tiielr J-ynii
crlt-s;

Then wiki with hope or maildpnln^ to pre-
-all,

PoiutN ilie <|Ul<^E car and wags the espec
luui tail "

I accept this delixlittiil maniffstation of

your kindu*'HH as a prcot that in M>me sense

my coUKtituents approve ol my pultllu con-

duct, and that at leaitt you regard my tr^.

tiveH as honorable, though my servires may
have t een f-niall It has periiaps falho to

my lot too fci qiiently to txpe.-s i pinions

which, If not new liiive l)e» u star \\n)t to

my c( unt ymei', find I have paid, wit'out

p (liniiijr, the pi n dtics f lio.stile ciitiiism.

but my oupone'its, ihou.h fi-ree in in-

/iftiv", and inn>ninu.-i in tie imputati >u

of motives, bave fnr^rotten to noii-t out tbu

personal beU' tits to accrtit' fiom the state-

ment <>f unpipular opinions and alliance to

the fortunes of a minority. Thi y have left

it for you to show the world an ex-

ample of the reward."* which tbe pe<iple liave

in store for the honest and fearless, discus-

sion of public qU' stions ; ami 1 ((mfi-sto
you that there in no r'pMt'\tion wbii b, as a
public iniui, I should more biu'bly priz*

than that of daring to hpeak out, in advame
of puldie opinion, wben neidful, and iu

d tiani o of temporary eliimnir ; an I no re.

cognition of cuch a St rvice I .luld It- mom
jtrtteful to me than your kind welcome to-

nitibt. I do not propone to \io over the
Slime K'''>"U'' a^ **'!" >i 'ft-'t I b 'd the bonour
iif ad'lresHing you It was my dntv then
lo cidl your atieiition t<> tl>e politi'al t-\^n»

of tb(! times, and to w-titi you to In)

setijuif your 111 use in order for jjr at
posisibl'i and probibl Mhai f/es. I uave you
my rt asons fi>r beliifvinu that Canada was
passinK tbroUKh a state of p> lititak tninsi-

lion, and on tiie tne of ^reat constitutinnal

chan^ts. I claimed notbing absolutely
more tlinn thnt the sulijeit was ripe for

ili.siiisi'ion, and tbilt our plain duty was to
considei it candidly. My own vitws w»ru
distinctly siat<d, but subordinate to tbu
vtiee of my countrymen, and in line wiih
the policy of the empire, I caid then, that
Enitland wa>< emlmriassed by her n lationn

to her depeiidencits here, and th t Canada
wax crippltd by the ristiictions of tlie con«
uttctiou. I t(dd you that a spirit of national

patriotism was iudispensabltt to uur gruwtti


