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[enough suppose tlio parly to bo very numcrou:;.

Some, no duiibt, jbiiied tliciii from iiiistakcn prin-

ciples, and an appreliensiou llint it wnn u scfii'ine ord

beneficial (o the public, and some fur party sake

and popular aiiplansc.

Three of the representatively of IJosfon, Mr.

Cooke, son to the ayent we have so olten men-
tioned, Mr. Noycs, a gentleman in great esteem

with the inhabitants in general, and Mr. I'a.Viie,

were the supporters of (he party. Mr. Hutcliiri-

son, the otIuT (an attempt to leave liitn out of the

house not succeeding) was sent from the house to

the council, where his opposition would beof lebs

consequence. The governor was no favourer of
the scheme, but the lieutenant-governor, a gen-

tleman of no great fortune, and whose stipend

from the government was trifling, engaged in this

cause with great zeal.

A third party, though very opposite to (he pri-

vate bank, yet were no enemies to bills of credit.

They were in favour of a loan of bills from the go-

vernment to any of the inhabitants who wouUl
mortgage their estates as a security for the repay-

ment of the bills, with interest, in a term of years,

the interest to be paid annually, and applied to

the support of government. This was an easy

way of paying public charges, which, no doubt,
they wondered, that in so many ages the wisdom
of other governments had neve/ liscovered. The
principal men of the council w^iu in favour of it,

and it being thought by the first party the least of

the two evils, they fell in with the sclionie, and,
after that, the country was divided between the

public and private bank. The house of repre-

sentatives was nearly equally divided, but rather

favourers of the private bank, from the great in-

fluence of the lioston members in the house, and
a great number of persons of the town, out of it.

The controversy had an universal spread, and di-

vided towns, parishes, and particular families.

(/iw«o 1714.)—At length, after a h»Mg struggle,

the party for the public bank prevailed in the ge-
neral court for a loan of j(),000/. in bills of credit,

which were put into the hands of trustees, and lent

for five years only to any of the inhabitants at live

per cent, interest, one fifth part ol the [jrincipal to

be paid annually. This lessened the number of
the p:irty for the private bank, but it increased the
zeal and raised a strong resentuient in tliuse which
remained.

A vessel which arrived at Uoston from Ireland

tlie I5tli of September, brought the first news of
the death of the queen, and tlie accession ol King
Cieorge 1. and two days after a vessel arrived from
some part of CI reat Britain with the piiuted pro-

clamation in the London (iazette. This the go-

vcriu)r thought sulhcient warrant, without express

orders, for proclaiming the king in Ihe provniee.

The practice in Ihe colonies has not been uniform

on (he like occasions. At New llanipshire, the

king was proclainu'd from tin.' same iiilelligeiiee,

Ihe'i'id of Septemtxr; ut llhode islind the 'J!itli
;

at New York the I Itli of October; at New iliiven,

in (.'onnecticnt, the ltth;at Philadelphia (he 'i7th;

no express orders being ri'ceived in any of (hos('

))la(es ; !iut al Annapolis Koyid it was delaved

until the !^d of December. The propriety ol pro-

ceeding without expre-s orders has been (|nes-

tioned, but the absurdity of acts of goveruiuent

in tlie n'Mue and by authority of a prince, for

months together, after certain intelligence of (heir

demise, has generally influenced Ihe governors lo

proceed.

The secret desijrns of Queen Ann's last minislrv

were no where more sus|K'cted, nor umre dreaded,

(han in the Massachusetts ; ami the 1st of August
was no where celebrated with greater joy during
(he whole of the king's teign.

'I'he Hazard sloop, sent express from England
with orders to Ihe government, was lost upon Co-
liusset rocks, the 12th of November : the vessel

being stove to pieces and no papers of any conse-

quence saved ; only enough were washed ashore to

make certain what vessel it was, and one man had
been landed and left at Nantucket. Six months from
the king's accession expired, and no orders had
arrived for continuing otiicers in their posts. 'J'jio

authority of the governor began to be called in

question. By the charter, up(m the death, re-

moval, or absence of the governor or lienlenaiit-

governor, arul there jjeing no person commission-
ed as governor within the province, in such
cases the government devolves upon the council or

Ihe nuijor part of them. 'I'he council deriving
(lieir authority from charter, ami no( from a royal

commission, the act oi parliament limiting the

continuance in olliee to six months alter the death
of a |)rince, it was snppostMl, could not aflecl Iheir

authorily. The advice of the miscarriage of the

first orilers went (he first oppor( unity to England,
aiul new orders were tlaily expected, and somi?

were inclined (o wait ; but, on the Ith ol I'elirnary,

the council assumeil the govermneiit, the licnte-

naiit-governor, being of the rouiicd, joining with
the rest, mul issued a prochmation lor all oliicers

to continue in their posts, itc.

An instruction had been given by the <jneen, in

1707, directinir, tliat incase of the death or ab-
sence of I lie governor and lieulenanl-goveriior, the

eldest counsellor sliould preside in the province
; J


