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(ltH!(l foiiviiice till" most sic|)ti(iil tluil ilic iiU'air.s of diir ttumtry Jiiid arrivi'i!

at, HiU'h n crisis that sonic such action should he taken, ( licar. hear.) and, hidie^

undfjcnlh-nien, I am sure you will ajrrcf with me in sayiii>f tiial tliose jreiitlc-

mcn who entered into tlii-< coalition, who, lor the time at least, were williiifi to

lorfret all tiic asperities ami diiren-iices ol' opii'ion which acuiatcd them, de-

serve well of our country. [Loud cheers.] And that llu' ohject of such

coidition inny Ik! soon olitained, we suu'i'reiy wish, (cheers,) and that the

union hetwecn those jrentlemen, so happily he>;un, may Ion;: conlimu'.

[Hear, hear.] 1 therefore give you the seventh toast, n most imiiortanl tum

indeed, not only in my opiidon, hut. 1 think I am safe in sa,\ ing, in the

opiinon of a larp' nuijority of this great meeting, viz., " Uri'isli .inu'ficii

United for Kver.' [Kiithusiastic cheer-i.
|

Hon. Mr, HOW LAM', on rising to respond to the toast, was vcr\ warndy
received. He said—Air. Alayta- ami gentlemen, the sentiment whicii you

have proposed is one that at ail tinn;s would aflord me the greatest 'im<mnt

of pleasure to respond to. Itisonetluit I woidd rcsjiond to not oidy with

words, hut with all the stnuigest feelings (d' my heart, and it is one that I

am hapi)y to see that lids meeting thoroughly coincides with. We have

evv'cncc in the nnuuu'r in whicii the toast has lieeii received, that evi-rv in-

dividmd prcsc-iit agrees with the scntinu-ut enunciated in it. (< iu-crs.) Mut

whilst I appreciate the sentiment of the toast—and I think it is the most

imjan'tant one yim have proposed at this nu'cting— 1 have at the sann- time

to regret that y(m have fell yourself constrained to call upon nns to reply to

it. T regret it, not heeause I am unwilling to respond to it to the bestof my
ability and power, but because 1 am really worn out and unable to do jus-

tice to it, as well from the effects of fatigue as fnun inciijiacit/ as a public

speak(!r. But Inte ns it is, and feeble as I am, 1 will not allow the occasion

t<) pass without trespassing upon the patience of this audiencf! 'n (U'der to

say a tew words upon a (luestion in which I am, and [ have no doubt you

are, highly interested. (Cheers.) It is a f|uesti<m vhic'i causes nu' i<» be

where 1 am to-night ni the positliai 1 now occupy ; and it is, in my oi)inion,

of paramount importance to the future welfare of this iMumtry, that this oues-

tion—this measure of Confederation—should be consumnuitcd. ( Loud ( 'beers.)

My friend the Attorney General West, who is so well al)le to elucidate any

question, has given you a history of the fornnition of what is called the

coalition government. ^]^' has done that in a more able manner than I

would he capable i>i doing it. and therefore 1 will not repeat any portion of

itt but 1 Avill merely say this, as being due to you, being my first ajipcarance

before you, that at the formation of that coalition, I myself being a member

of the Legislature and one of the representatives of the people, it became

my duty in that capacity to decide upon my course of action, and I did not

hesitate at that time, iu ccunmou with my friends and colleagues in the

Legislature, to agree to lay aside all party considerations, issues and cou-

tests, for the purpose of obtainiug thi.s object, which was looked upon by all

of us as of the highest importance to the present and future welfare of this

country. (Loud cheers.) It was certuiuly a very estraordiuary spectacle,


