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Any wise and prudent ruler would have ended the nrisis

in a different mode to Sir James Craig, lie would have shewn

tho French Canadian that J'^ngland is no respecter of persons,

that tho old and new subjects won^ equal in hci* eyes, llo

would have snubbed tho clique of insolent toadies who wore

deceiving him for their own ends ; and as Lord Durham did

later, he would have treated with contempt tho insolent airs and

underbred pretentiousness of the (jrovernment official women.
In an evil hour for himself, this most honest and worth\'

of men ai^tod otherwise. Listening to his irresponsible advisors^

he dismissed five prominent French Canadian gentlemen from

the militia, on the ground of being proprietors of a seditious

and libellous publication. Only that the exception can bo

found in his own govurnmont, no more arbitrary stretch of

power can be met in any country under Bj-itish rule. These

gentlemen wore Messrs. Panet, Betlard, Taschereau, Borgia and

Blanchet. VV^hen it is rocol looted that this stop was taken

within eight months after Craig's arrival in Canada, we can

estimate tho extent of the passion which misrepresentation had

instilled into his mind.

The new parliament mot in April, 1809. Tho Governor's

.speech was again unfortunate, more especially as the Legisla-

ture had been convoked on twenty-six days' notice only,

Craig was decisive on tho point of causeless jealousies anc. un-

founded suspicions. The phrase was only too suggestive of

implied reproof, and the discontented turned to old subjects ot

discontent, with more than the old feeling of rancour. Of the

new parliament, 14 were of British origin, and 3C French Ca-

nadians, a proportion generally found at this day. We presume

that it is equally representative of religion, making the reduc-

tion of one from the Protestants for the persecuted Lsraelite.

The old bill for disqualifying Judges, and another for expelling

the Jew had been introduced, and l*arliament was in the mid-

dle of its deliberations, when, in the second week of May,

Craig went down in state and summoned the logislatiu-e to his
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