
Alkaline fait is well known to poiTcfs the

flrongeft difpofition to unite with acids, to a cer-

tain point C2\\zdi Jatttration ; which totally dc-

ftroys the properties olboth, conflitiuiiig a neu-

tral fait : until fuflicient acid is added to tlic al-

kaline lalt to hring it to thin point, the alkali

predominates, and the mixture retains its alka-

line charadlcr; beyond it, the acid prevails.

A clean folution of Pot or Pearl Afli, freed

from all fediment, contains nothina; Init fait.

The (^ueftion is, what portion of the contained

fait is alkaline ? Add an acid until tlic folution

is neutralized, and mark the quantity of acid

confumcd. If neutral falts have been already

blended in the folution to be aflayed, it is plain

' it will not take up as much acid to fuurate it as

an equal weight of a folution where no nentral

fiilts are blended. Tliofe ailies tlierefore which

will take up the greatefl quantity of acid to fa-

turatc them, contain moft alkaline fait.

The point of faturation is pretty well known
by the tafte, to thofe accuflomed to compound

acids with alkalies. The four rtiarpnefs of the

one, and the corrofive heat of the other, are not

to be diflinguiflied in the fitu rated mixture, bc-

caufe they have deflroyed each other. A cefl'ation

of the effervefcence that takes place on the union

of an acid with a /////^ alkali, is the ufiial method

to determine this point. But, if the alkali is

completely caujlic no effervefccnce takes place,

for want of the JtT/^/^r/i/, that, difcharged by the

union

^


