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lAandi. On hi^ arrival at I.iftion, too haHily bnaAing of hit difcovery, th« Portugucfe

iminrdiately fct (ail, and took polUflionof thciui and the number ot hawkf and falconi ihcy

ubl'rrvcd vvlu ii th i-y npproachcd thcfc illindn, gave tile to the appellation which they ftill te-

tain, though they arc lumctimc!! called theWcilcrn Iflinds.

The Azoreii arc nine in number; and arc n.(iiied Santa M.irij, St. Michael, Terceira,

St. Cieorgc, Graciofa, Fayal, Pico, Floret, and Corvo; all which lie between 2$ and 32

degrees wed longitude, aitd between 37 and 400 degrees north latitude ( being almoft at

equal diftancet from Europe and America.

All thefe illands enjoy a very clear and fercne (Icy, with a falubrious air; but are expofed

to violent earthquakcii, and inundations of the lea, from both which caufes they have

furt'ered conliderably. They are, however, extremely fertile in corn, wine, and a wicty
of fruits, and abound with cattle, fifli, and fowl. ;: i;, ii;a 1 ^^

'
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Santa Maria, which iit only about four miles long, and three broad, conUifll nothing

worth notice, except a I'mall town called Porto.

St. Michael, the largeft of the Azores, is a!nio(l an hundred miles in circumference, and

contains upwards of fifty thouf.ind inhabitants. It's two principal harbours are, Ponto

Dclgada, and Villa Kranca. This ifland is luxurLuitly fertile, and contains one city,

five towns, and twenty-two villages.

The Ifland of Tirceira is thirteen miles long, and fix broitd; and, on account of it's

harbour, which is fpacious, and has good anchorage, is the mod important of any of

the Arores.

Angra, the capital of this laft ifland, which is fituntcd on it's fouth-enfl cosiil, i<i a flron|;

and populous place, containini; fevcral fpacious (Irect<, a cathedral, five churches, ait

hofpital, and eight convents. This it the refidcntc of the governor, as well as tlie Ice of

the bifliop of the Azores, who is dependent himfelf on the patriarch of Lilhon.

The Ifland of St. Oeorge is dillant about eight leagues from Terceira, and in feveral

places is little more than a ridge of rocks; however, in others, it is well cultivated, and
' populous, having three towns and four villages. The capital is named Vela de Velas,

and is a fmall, inconfidcrnble pl.icc, containing only one church and one convent; but it

pnflcfles the advantage of a port.

The Ifland of Graciofa, which is faid to have received it's name from the rrin.ukuble

fertility of the foil, is about ten miles long, and fcven broad, containing two towns, the

principal of which is Santa Cruz, featcd on a bay that forms a commodious harbour,

called Calhcta, and defended by a (irong furt.

Fayal is nine miles long, ami three broad. The principal place in this ifland is Villa

de Horta, which has an harbour land-locked on all fides, except towards the eal^, and de-

fended by feveral forts.

The Ifland of Pico appears at a great dittancr, on account of the extreme height vi the

mountainous Peak, or Pike, from which it derives it's name,.ind is about fixteen miles in

length, and five in breadth. The principal port is at Villa dcsLagens, from whence a con-

fidcrablc trade is carried on in excellent wines, and various kinds of wood, particuLirly

cedar.
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